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BALANCE OF COMFORT. 



CHAPTER I. 

\ 

As similarity of mind, 

Or something not to be defin'dy 

' First 6xes 04ir attention ; 
So manners decent and polite^ 
The same we fjractisM at first sight. 

Must save it from declension. Cowper* 

XT was late in July before Mrs. Charlton 
could break from the friends by whom jshe 
was so deservedly beloved, but at length 
she prepared for her departure to her own 
house at Torrington Lodge^ Althea having 
declined tlie offer she made her c^ ti^ng 
her to some bathing-plape or the Lakes — 
•* If you will go with me," said Mrs. Charl- 
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ton, " you shall choose your own destina- 
tion ; if not, I shall go and vegetate quietly 
at home, hut not solitary, for I shall invite 
our favourite, Mrs. Amy Finch, and her 
iHaid Betty, and her cat." 

" If I could prevail on myself so soon to 
quit Isabella and my little darling Althea,'* 
replied Miss Vernon, " I had much rather 
join you and Mrs. Amy Finch at Torring- 
ton, than go to any place of public resort, 
I assure you. But really I have been so 
long a truant from my family, ajtid Eliza- 
beth talks of coming too, and Bella is so 
desirous of my staying with her, that you 
ysrill, I know, have the goodness to come 
again soon and see how we go on, and 
faring, my kind hostess, Mrs. Finch, with 
you, I shall be so anxious to shew you 
our nufsery improvements, Bella will be 
such a nursing mother, I know,*' 

** Upon that very point I am very desi- 
rous of giving you, or at least your sisteir 
thwttgh you, some little hints, oddly as 
advice upon the subject of a nursery ipay 
Bound fix)m the lips of an old maid. Do 
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not let Isabella allow thi^ darlii^ diild tOr 
occupy her entirely. I know how jealous, 
men are of any abridgement of tho9e little, 
attentions they think their du^« and which 
are generally bestowed unreservedly^ till 
children come to share thenu The young^ 
mother is usually so proud, so dotingly 
fond, of the &st infant especially, novelty 
being added to all its other attractions, and 
even in this instance of np inconsiderable 
force, that her husband is apt to find a sud- 
4en diminution of those attentions he used 
to engross wholly, and he is seldom pleased 
to find a rival,, even in his child," 

" But you speak of common-minded^ 
peevish, capricious . men, not of such as 
Philipson," replied Althea, " I am sure 
he would never feel sentiments so degrad* 
ing to himself so unkind to my sister,'* 

" I speak of men in general, and Philip- 
son among the rest. At present, every 
thing has gone on in perfect harmony be- 
tween him and your sister. He has al- 
ways appeared perfectly goodrhunioured 
and onuable, fc»: nothing haa occurred to. 
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render him otherwise, or give occasion fbf 
a display of temper. But I confess I think 
no man would feel or resent any falling off 
of his accustomed attentions, ^ore than he 
would. He has always fouiid a ready and 
willing companion in his walks ; if he was 
disposed to read, Isabella immediately gave 
lip any occupation she might have, and 
quietly composed herself to work and to 
listen. She was always ready for a fish- 
ing-party, and, in feet, lived only to please 
and attend to her husband. To do this- 
exclusively, as she then did, is impossible, 
and would be reprehensible ; but tell her 
to beware of the opposite extreme, nor 
from making her husband her first and 
almost (mly object, suffer him to fancy 
himself slighted for his child. A little 
good management at first will reconcile 
both duties, and enable har to fulfil them 
correctly.*' 

" Well, if Philipson deceives me, I give 
up all judgment, all reliante on mankind 
directly,*' s^d Althea; " but till he does 
dter veiy materially, I hope you will par- 
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don me if I still' think of him as suparic^ 
to men in general." 

^* May you be able, twelve months hence, 
to say mA think the same of him," replied 
'Mrs. Charlton, " and that you will, de* 
pends, I think, mudb on his wife. You 
can little think how difficult a task is 
allotted to every married woman, nor how 
delicate and intricate is the great work 
pf ministering properly to the whims, pre- 
judices, and vanities of her husband. It 
passes from one generation to another as a 
matter of right, in a man's opinion, that 
he ia to be undisputed and undisturbed 
lord paramount. He sees his mother, in 
all probability, tremble at the look, or start 
at the voice of his father-^taken from her 
\>wn friends, and harshly criticized and 
misrepresented by his ; and the son, who 
is in the habit pf observing this from youth 
to manhood, marries with the full expec- 
tation that his wife is to do the aanie; 
whUst at the smae time, according to the 
received mode of gallantry in these cases, 
he is deluding his intended victim by an 
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ussurance)' as f^ from oomraon sense m 
truth, that he shall never have any will but 
hers, and that he shall ever remain the 
humblest of her slaves. A girl is 9ft 
enough to believe improbabilities in her 
own ease, though she would laugh at sudi 
folly in her friend, and though she most 
likdy s^es a contrary system ev^ day 
exemplified in her pwn family, and hears 
her mother's warning Vx)ioe not to be tod 
credulous. But to this, and the similar 
instances ^he may remark in fthnost every 
family, she wilfully shuts her ey6s and 
ears, or riiakes an exception in her own 
favour to a general rule. If she should 
happen to have only one parent, thd 
chances are still more against her, for ex- 
Ampl6 is always more powerfiil than pre* 
cept, though both tfmy fail." "^ 

** Oh dear! what a picture have you 
dfawn l"" said Althea, sighing deeply, "and 
oilfe which I mus* believe is too true. 
Would I were forty, and single !" 

Mrs. Charfton laughed — " Do you dis- 
trust your own firmness then during youif 
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yoathful days ? Believe me, thfere are as 
many ftnd as egregious simpletons at forty, 
or even at fifty, as twenty, and much less 
Buculsablc ones. Thinking as I do, Lbe*. 
lii^e you would be happier singk; but if 
^u do not think as I do, you had better 
marry ; it is a desperate experiment ; bu^ 
after all, there are very few who will be 
convinced of the truth of such an argu^ 
ment as mine till they have tried it" 

Althea promised to hint to Isabella, as 
quickly and as delicately as she could, the 
advice which Mrs. Chariton had thought 
would perhaps be better received, if not im* 
taediately given by herself; at the same 
time, however, and for the first time in her 
life, she fancied Mrs. Charlton completely 
mistaken in her judgment. Her opiniori 
of Philipson, though more implied than 
expressed, seemed harsh and ill-formed; 
and Althea impatiently anticipated the 
time when she should be able to correct the 
prejudices which she thought inspired it. 

Isabella heard a recapitulation of Mrs* 
Charlton's advice with deference, but at 
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the same time with infinite surprise ; and 
her opinion, that Fhilipson was not quite 
. perfect, with something Uke disdain and 
displeasure. She and Althea so entirely 
. agreed in their estimation of his character 
and temper, that Mrs. Charlton's some- 
what-contrary way of thinking rather 
weakened the effect her advice might 
otherwise have had, since, if her opinion 
was erroneous, her counsel must he ihap^^ 
plicable. So they settled the afiair between 
themselves, and agreed that in this sole in-* 
stance their good friend was rather too 
fastidious^ and judged of men too much 
by one general rule. 

Mrs. Philipson continued to keep aln^ost 
wholly in the nursery, or, when in the par- 
lour, almost invariably had the cradle by 
her side; whilst Althea conducted the do- ' 
mestic business of the family, and supplied 
her sister's place as a walking or fishing 
companion to Philipsom Occupied by 
their various employments, neither sister 
noticed the c]^ud which occasionally pass- 
ed over his brow, at Isabella's repeated ex- 
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cuses when he asked her to walk, or the 
half-repressed exdmnations he spmetitnes 
uttered at the litters which rendered the 
paiiour uncomfortahle, ai^d occasioned a 
bustle if any unexpeofed visitor appeared 
on the lawn. The cloud was transient^ 
and gave way at the smiles of his infant; 
and his 'wife, who looked more at the bal^ 
than at him, did not perqeive it 

A letter from Westhaven Park about 
this time announced Mrs. Arlingham'fir 
k)ng-proihised visit, which she had delayed 
on various frivolous excuses, till Isabella 
had almost k)st, with the expectation^ the 
wish of seeing her, particularly as her lefa» 
ters bespoke ho inconsiderate share of the 
fine lady. 

**^ At last," she wrote,. ^* I have made up 
my mind to pay a visit to your vicarage^ 
my dear Bella, and intend beiog with you 
by the latter end of July. I have fought 
S(Mne. battles about this said visit, but I 
have come off victorious, as I always will^ 
o&e way or another. I sholV iiot be abl» 
b3 
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to stay long, and beg you will not think it 
at all necessary to make any village-parties 
fot tne, unless the neighbourhood is greatly 
improved since I left it Althea writes 
ttie that your baby is a beauty. I supposed 
so beibre— 4n your eyes, at least I hope 
she is quiet. Thank Heaven! I am free 
from that tax. Althea likewise tells me 
that Mrs. Charlton offered to take her ta 
any watering-place ^be pleased^ and she 
refused ! Can this be possible? And all 
to vegetate with you and your baby! I 
wish i^e would make, me thesame offer; 
I should be wiser than to refuse, I promise 
you. Fray bespeak me staUing for my 
horses at the King^s Arms. My carris^^ 
I believe, can stand in your chaise-hoiise 
by dislodging the donkey-cart, which I sup- 
pose will not much sonify. Tdl Philip- 
son I am a most patient angler, and shall 
certainly appropriate his new pole." 

The letter contained little more, and 
this may be easily conceived not very 
]^[easing. Philipson was uncommonly fm- 
gry, at the cold and haughty style which 
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ran through every line; and her sisterj 
were greatly hurt, at her evident affllcta- 
tion of superiority and want of affection. • 

*• I hope, Bella," said PhiBpson, " you 
1^11 confine your nursery cares to the pro* 
per place when Mrs. ArHngham oom'es« 
You ought not to * te^* her delicate nervei 
with such unsightly proceedings ; and to 
tdl you a bit of my mind, now I have be- 
gun the subject, I d<Mi*t admire having my 
atting-room made a nursery myself. Therd 
» a room appropriated for the occasion, 
and there I think so young a brat had bet- 
ter keep. By Jove ! look now — there is 
lady Cotman's carriage coming. Do hurry 
away these abominable cradles and tilings; 
This comes now of your folly.'* 

The bustle had not well subsided of le- 
moving all the appurtenances of Miss AU 
thea before the carriage stopped. Lady 
Cotman, after all the trouble she had occa- 
sioned, did not enter the house. She only 
came to ask when Mrs. Arlingham was* 
coming, as she had just heard she was 
shortly expected^ and to secure one day of 
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her " young friend's'^ company at Adder- 
ley,^when she hoped also to have the plea- 
sure of seeing Mr. and Mrs. Philipson and 
Miss Vernon. Having delivered her invi- 
tation with an air of proud condescension, 
which bespoke her own sense-of the favour 
phe had conferred, she took her leave. 

Philipson went out alone; and Isabella 
had her nursery removed to the proper 
place, and sat down to consider, over and 
over again, the stravge way in which her 
husband had behaVed on the subject, and 
to question herself whether Mrs. Charlton's 
opinion was altogether unfounded' in res^ 
son. 
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CHAPTER II. 



1 nm ashamed that women are so simple. 

To offer war where they should kn^l for peace, » 

Or seek for role, stt)>reinacyy and sway. 

Sbakespearb. 



Gold bath no lustre of its own, 
It 6hii>et by temperate use alone. 

Francis's Horace. 

, For one hdf-hotir Westhaven Park claims 
our attention. 

" I am going to Feltham next Monday, 
Mr. Arlingham," said Elizabeth. 

•* Very well, with all my heart,'' replied 
her husband. 

" I shall go in the carriage, Mr. Arling- 
ham, of course, and shall keep the horses 
as long as I stay^ Which pair can you 
spare best?" 

** I think hack horses will answer your 
purpose quite as well, and I shall want all 
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mine at home. This is a very busy time, 
with so much hay down. I cannot spare 
any."* 

*^ Then I shall go in the stagecoach, and 
I leave you to guess what pretty com- 
ments will be made on such a circumstance 
as your wife toavelling in such a vehide," 

" A very good one ; I generally tmvel 
in the mail myself/' replied he very coolly. 

" You ! What signifies what men do 
on such occasions! Greats men than 
yourself have done that. But however, 
without further disputing, I either go in 
my own carriage with my own horses, or 
in the stagecoach, which will be an inde-* 
lible disgrace to you, for you may be as- 
sured I shall let nothing of the kind rest 
upon me. Because you choose to imitate a. 
rich, vulgar old farmer, who buys a second- 
hand rhubarb-coloured chariot, with a 
landscape on the pannels, and sends his fat 
puFsy old horses to plougn, by way of pay- 
ing their own expences — ^because you 
choose to do something much in the same 
style, must I be deprived of the conveni- 
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ehce of a carriage, and reduced to a con* 
veyance at all times improper for delicate 
women? Besides^ I am going amongst 
my own people; and as the general opi* 
nion is that I married so eMraordimtty 
w^, pray let my appearance maintam itj 
however erroneous it may be. I hope 
you are convinced of the propriety and 
force of my arguments." 

•* Tm at least convinced of the force of 
your lungs, and the vehemence of your 
temper. Take the horses, however, and 
only oblige me by staying amongst * yoaf 
own people,* as long as you can bribe 
them to keep you." 

*• I am very willing to confer that far 
vour upon you if you give me the means. 
Remepiber my bank is very low, as I told 
you long ago, and I must make this brat 
of Philipson's a present, especially as I am 
to be godmamma. It is for your credit 
that I should be enabled to do the thing 
handsomely." 

Mrs. Ar^ingham had lately discovered 
that this was the only wgument wfaidi had 
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any power to shake a resolutic^i^ when her 
husband had once formed it. The idea 
that he should appear less ^gnified^ or be 
supposed less rich, when in fact his wes^H 
was every day increasitag, was insupport^ 
able, for he was at once proud and mean; 
conscious of his own want of real dignity, 
yet anxious to be thought of immense con« 
sequence in the county, of wbibh, but for 
his horror of expence, he would before 
now have offered himself a representative. 
Elizabeth having once discovered this foi* 
ble, lost few opportunities of availing her-, 
self of it; and though she did not always 
succeed, she sometimes owed to his pride 
what her influence over his love . would 
now neter have obtained. 

If truth were strictly t<^d, neither sister 
thought of Elizabeth's arrival with much 
pleasure. The neglect which Isabella had, 
in particular, experienced since fortune had 
thrown them into situations so opposite, 
was not recollected without some degree 
of pique; and her short, cold, ceremonious 
letters, written but seldonj, and then evi- 
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dently without inclination, together with 
the slight mention always made of Mr. 
Fhilipson, gave great offence, both to pride 
and affection. The gay, good-humoured, 
artless girl was changed into a grave, que- 
rulous, consequential, ^eat lady^ angry 
with the whole world because she was dis- 
appointed in her own lot, and disappointed 
because she expected more than human 
nature can give— perfect happiness, and 
found it not She thought wealth ought 
to afford every indulgence^ and expected 
that the influenee of youth, beauty, and 
Uandishments, would invariably procure 
them. Mr. Arlingham taught her the 
fallacy of such expectations too suddenly 
and too austerely ; and because she could 
not command every thing, was determin- 
ed to enjoy nothing, nor allow him, if she 
could prevent it. 

Having 'teazed Mr. Arfingfaam into 
compliance as to her taking her own horses, 
and furnishing her pocket-book more 
richly than she had dared to hope, she set 
out on her journey, with ^a feeling of more 
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complacency towards him, and a' greata^ 
anticipatioiiof pleasure^ than she had lately 
experienced: and this soothing interval of 
good- will lasting longer than usual, she ap 
peared to much greater advantage, and 
more like the Elizabeth they once loved 
%o deailyr than they had expected. She 
praised the improved beauty of tl^ skua^ 
tion; complimented her sisters on their 
good looks ; condescended to admire, and 
even kiis the baby; and flirted gaily with 
Phiiipson. She found every thhig pre- 
pared for the reception of her equipage 
and horses, not at the King's Arms, but at 
her sister's, Phiiipson having too much 
pride to suffer them to be sent to an inn. 
Her men-servants he did not ofcgect to her 
sending away, since his own house was 
not large enough to accommodate them« 
nor did he know how far he might approve 
their manners. They were therefore lodg- 
ed at the public-house in the village. * Mrs; 
Vernon had reluctantly consented to stay 
at the vicarage as long as her daughter j 
but Mrs, Arlingham's femme de cfmnbre 



waft' too genteel to fiife«wr her bed witJi any 
one 5 atid Mrs. Vernon gladly availed hep- 
self of the excuse thus offered^ though not 
much pleased with the cause, and staid at 
home, except dining, when she chose it, 
with li» children. ' 

" Keally, how snug and cQmfoftable th&j 
is all about you l** s^id Elizabeth, looicing 
out of the window, embowered in rosefe 
and jessainine. ** It is almoiJt a relief to 
the ^e,, accustomed, as mine is, to a vie# 
so widely extended, to gaze at a bounded 
prospect. Here one can take in every thing 
at once. 'Tis like a child's prrtty show- 
box ; only I think you must sometimes 
wish the showman there, Philipson, could 
just twitch a string and vary the scene* 
t should tire of eternal sameness so dos^ 
to my eyes." 

** How did you, for two-and-twenty 
years, exist in a much more bounded scene 
than this?", replied Philipson. ^ I never 
saw anything very captivating or very va* 
rious in the still smaller boundaries at the 
Lea. Your sho^rman had not then appear* 
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ed to give that magic twitch which tran- 
sported you so unexpectedly to the ext^idr 
ed views of Westhaven.** 

** I suppose then that was the reason 
why I was content to vegetate at the Lea,* 
said Elizabeth, in a tone of chagrittr ** But 
don't be angry, gpod man, I did not in- 
tend to afiront your smi^ery. If you 
are satisfied, that's every thing." 

« We are at least at peace in it, and I'm 
afraid that is not tihe case everywhere,** 
Fhilipson answered, pointedly. 

Elizabeth coloured, and turning to Isa- 
bella, began to inquire into the state of 
visiting in the neighbourhood. She re- 
ceived lady G^tman's invitation with great 
satis&ction, though she cordially hated 
her — " I long tp mortify her and her proud 
daughter," said she, with uncomn;ion glee. 
•* They expected to have caught Arling- 
ham-^-and a pretty catch he is, God knows 1 
However, he is rich, and that is a tolerable 
sweetener of the matrimonial draught." 

•* Yes, if you can contrive to come at 
it," said Fhilipson, laughing. 
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-** Oh !" she returned, " any w<Mnan may 
do that, if she has any idea of proper, tn^ 
nagement. I don't know indeed .that 
ugly, stupid Miss Cotman could." ' 

** Pretty well, by implujation." 

" Well, as you say, there is room for ac- 
cusing me of vanity,** she replied; " but, I 
assure you, from whatever cause, I find' 
no difficulty. To be sure, I had a stout 
battle about these carriage-horses I have 
with ipe. I'll tell you some day, Philip- 
son, how well I managed there ; but I dare 
say Isabella could wonder, and be so sorry, 
and Althea, 1 know by experience, would 
preach and be so angry, and so I'll defer it 
till you and I go fishing. I hope you don't 
nurse much, Bella, for I intend to make 
such dashing calls on all the people." 

" You will have more influence over 
Bella than I have, if you can draw her 
from that eternal nursery," said Philipson, 
not very placidly. " However, your 
coming has accomplished one great ex- 
ploit — ^that of turning the cradle and pap- 
boat out of the sitting-room." 
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** Is it possible they were ever brought 
here?" screamed Mrs. Arlii^hain, affect- 
^ly. ** I wonder whether I should have 
been so fond and charming a mamma, had 
I been blest with an urchin/' 

•* Very different, I'll venture to say," 
replied Althea, in a tone of indignation. 
** Good Heaven, Elizabeth ! I know nqt 
how to recognize yoa." 

** I'm glad you have found your tongue, 
Miss Vemon,"saidMr8. Arlingham; " and 
when Mrs. Philipson has done crying, and 
feels less offended with me, I hope she too 
will talk, and that between ^you I shall 
learn if you have any new neighbours 
worth visiting. Come, forgive me, Bella; 
I did not mean to vex you." 

" You have not v^ed me," replied 
Bella. 

" bh ! then your husband has. There 
I cannot help you. And do you fret for 
that? Lord, ray deari vex him in return 
— ths^'s the way I da" 

/' I am happy to say that is an art Bella 
has yet to leam," said Philipson, taldng 
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his Mnife's hand, and kindly pressing it 
He ^d nothing to her, but she under- 
stood and accepted the dui»b apology; 
and wiping away the tears' which this act 
-of kindness had drawn forth afresh, she 
cheered up ha* looks and spirits ; and EU- 
aabeth insensibly relapsing into good- 
bumour and good spirits, entered with 
great glee into old stories of her old 
friends, and the evening ended in great 
faamKmy. 



CHAPTER IIL 



Marriage is a blessing or a curse, according to the sympathy 
or antipathy of those united in it. Dallas. 



And yat this hughiiijs:^ prating tribe may raiso 
Our mirth, nor sivaM their pleasantry displease. 

Frakcjs's Horace, 

** And so," said Mrs. Ariinghafn, when 
they aH met at breakfast, ** these Pringles 
are great folks are they?* 
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" As I told you,'' answered Althea, ** as 
great as great wealth can make them. I 
know of no other daim they have to such 
a distinction.'' 

' " Well, thaf s not amiss, if they are not 
absolutely vulgar," said Mrs. Arlingham. 
" Have you returned their call lately, Isa- 
bella, or do you expect one from them?" 

♦• I believe I paid my respects at Lark 
Hall last," replied Isabella; " but if you 
go to the auction I was mentioning to you 
last night, you will be sure to see them, 
for Mrs. Pringle loves a bargain." 
^ ** Who was she?" 

, « Why," replied Philipson, ** Mrs. Prin- 
gle was housekefeper to a lady of quality, 
and captivated the heart of the squire by 
her culinary skill, and other domestic arts 
in which she excelled. He was originally 
nothing more than a sort of a gentleman- , 
jobber, if you can connect the strange op- 
position of terms — that is to say, he traded 
in live stock, though he did not scour the 
country in his own proper per8op,or d^ive ' 
lus pigs before him. In this business he i 
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WHS suffickntly prosperous to amass a large 
fortune, to \vhich the unexpected death of 
two or tlu-ee c6usins added immensely^ 
Money will pocure a number of agreeable 
things, we all know, but it cannot purchase 
j^entility, or make the vulgar wdl-bred. 
This is exemplified in the case of Mr. and 
Mrs. Pringle, who retain, and eyer w ill do 
so, their native low manners, and Way of 
thinking and actdng. An ♦only daughter 
completes the group, and she is just a step 
^igher in the scale of politeness tlm her 
mother, tod only a step. Shd is good- 
natured and silly ; and without any offen;^ 
sive pride which reminds you of the heiress,* 
except, indeed, that she sometimes talks of 
* we who have plenty of money." 

"A most delectable trio really," said 
Elizabeth, much amused. ^ I reckon on 
sedng them all, and shall certainly go to 
this sale oil purpose. Who goes with me ? 
Bdla, can you leave your brat for an hour* 
or two?" > 

Isabella looked at her husband^ and co- 
loured. 

VOL. 41. c 
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'< ** Nay, my tleiuv'' said he, *^ in this in- 
stanoe ^j^laase yourstelf entirely, and I know 
you will stay at home. I think an auetkm- 
loom is not exactly the best calculated for 
you. I will attend Mrs* Arlxnghani, and 
perhaps Altbea can find time to. go with 
us." 

** Find time f why what has Althea to 
do ? Has she a balx^ too; or does she make 
tibe pudding and stuff the fillet of veal I 
saw lying on the dresser?" 

" Sometimes I do exactly that," replied 
Althea, calmly, >* and have' not forgotten 
tJiat my first lesson in the kitchen was gi- 
ven by Mrs, Arlir^gham!* 

. *• No ! was it ? Well, I don't boast so 
retentive a manory," returned, the pro- 
voked Elizabeth. 

. A siknce of some minutes followed, and 
Phillpscui was cconpelled to hide his * dis- 
position tolaugh at the evidentanger and 
mortification of the lady, by caressing his 
dog. 

r' After break&st Mrs. Arlii^bt&m dressed 
herself with the nicest care, and sedukiusly 



iSidplayed the rich lace, and etp^mire rings 
iQid faroodiesr which formed s port of ha 
moftdng oofititme. fierku^vdl^suipeiid^ 
ed from a rich h/bt cap^ enveloped her ft^ 
gtore, and however liAproper fcor the place 
idle MTM going to hiikrt>le iu^ she persisted hk 
retaining it'* 

Isabella joyf\dfy h^Id her mten step 
into the oairiago without lier, whilst Phi* 
lipsmi mounted tber ba»midbe-box^ mid, 
they drove off in high stylei 

"Ilie place of destinatioki wdi^ fbor trilles. 
distant, and during the first part of theii; 
ride, PhilipsGtt amused the^h with, his te< 
tnarks, ^s he contlnus^y turned round to. 
t^k ; but observing at length that the ladien. 
were growing easiest in their own' convert^ 
aation, which his only interrupted, he ad# 
dressed bis ^seourse to the postillion, tm^ 
got upon his fevo^rite topkf of horses. In 
the mean time, Elizabeth WBs very gravely 
taking AltJiea to t^k tbt the disagreeab^ 
things bbewas sometimes apt tosay-p^**^! 
do not so mu^h mind}'' Mid she^ '' when 
Jiiere ^e (^ily 6ar own family to h^u: and 
q2 
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miinaadvert, but really, Althea, I j^all .die 
with vexation and confusion if you say 
nuch things before other people, I know; 
as well as you, that I was not always Mrs. 
Arlmgham, and you need not be afraid I 
should, whilst I recollect how you and Isa- 
bella live — so very differently. She is just 
comfortably manied, and you ai-e little bet- 
ter off than her upper servant, tliat I carl 
See, I must have you back with me to 
Westhaven when I go.** 

" I assure yo^,'* repUed Althea, ** I. do 
nothing in my sister's &mily at all de« 
rogatory to my dignity or yours — ^nothing 
but what I am most happy to do ; and as 
to leaving her, at present I have no Jnten* 
tion ofdoing.it. I feel myself very com- 
fortable here, i<x eveiy thing is just what I 
have been accustom^ to ; and if ,we have 
not nrnch for superfluities, we enjoy in 
peace what w:e have/* 
. <* There's i^ fling for me,*' said EUzabetb, 
laughing; ^'\mt all that I am grown callous 
about. Jf I cannot have my own way in 
^very thing, I will wl»ere I can; and I be- 
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Heve we are so agreeably indifferent to eaek 
other, that a debate gives little or no ^ain, 
unless its objeet fails. I think, after all^ 
indifference is a tnore desirable ingredient 
in the matrimonial hodge-podge than vio- 
lent love, I W;0uld venture abet that I 
should pass over, with perfect unconcern, 
conduct in Arlingham, which in Philipson' 
^woiild set Bella into a fever, or a deluge 
oftears*" 

** You hold out a poor inducement for 
mie to repeat my visit to. Westhaven," said 
Altfaea, "for I see you are incorrigible, and 
I will not expose myself fo the pain of see- 
ing you acting wrong continually. When- 
ever I can be of use, you may command 
me, but I will not leave humble happiness 
for wretched grandeur." ' - ' 

" Grandeur ! God knows you will meet 
with but little of that at Westbaven now! 
Every family of any consequence but our-' 
selvjejs are out of the neighbourhood, at 
some gay place or another, and my fine sa- 
loon looks so melancholy, all papei:ed up. 
I'm sure I live as solitary as a sparrow on. 
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a finning mania upon hiin« and theie he 
^39 in a favown HoSand jacket and ixowsert^ 
making hay in our beautiful park, looking 
as brown and as ¥ulg»r as the rustics, with 
whom he swigs ale and munches bread 
and cheese. Then he cornea in hot and 
tiredf~findi &uk with every thing at 
table— <md g^^ally conchides by order* 
ing in a large plate of the fat bacon and 
heans, or oabbage, which is daily provide 
ed, by his orders, for the servants' halL 
Such is the dainty fare he thinks 6uf«- 
ficient fcnr them, in consequence of which, 
I cannot keep a servant worth having. 
The men I have with me here only staid 
to accomodate me on this journey, and 
then they are off. I wish you oould see 
the animals who are to supply their places, 
The postillion I don't mind ; but ti)e foot- 
man he says * ees, mom,* wheo I ask him 
a question, for yes, ma'am $ and I have 
more than onee caught him scratching 
bis head at the sideboard, when he waits 
at dmner.- Now to thk Mr. Aiiingham's 
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meanness has reduoed me ; and can you 
wonder that I grumble?'' 

** I am not surprised at your being dis- 
satisfied ; but does grumUing do any good ? 
And do not you think your own violence 
of temper may have driven Arlingham to 
his present mode of living ? In his fields 
he is absolute^— no one contradicts him; 
and he has, I am scMrry to confess, a mind 
sufficiently narrow to enjoy homage, how- 
ever paM» or by whom* I think, how« 
ever, you might have counteracted mudi 
of that — at first. I fear the jtime is past 
now— with your power over him." 

" I'm sure I Aall never try to revive 
itp for, as I said before, I am as indifferent 
as he can be," said Elizabeth, sullenly^ 
^ But let us change the subject, with this 
remark — ^that you will certainly bp a^ 
old "maid, and OM^ht^ as certainly, td 
marry, for the edification of all future 
wives. By-the-bye — what was that \ 
heard of a Mr. Pelham Wrotte^y? I 
recollect sir Montague Vavasour talking 
something about an a£&ir of love between 
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you two, which came to notliing, I jBon- 
elude, as you never mentioned it Vava- 
sour had a good mind to fall in love with 
you himsetfj I fancy, only he was so per- 
suaded you were engaged, or attachedi» or 
something, to Wrottesley. I shall take 
care to undeceive him, when I see him 
again, for he is not a man to be so lost, I 
promise you." . 

"I beg you would not give yourself 
any trouble on tlie subject,'' replied Al- 
thea, " for as he really failed of attracting 
any of my attention when we were in a 
house together, I imagine he has nothing 
very congenial about him." 

" Oh, but you were in love with another 
then, you know." 

' " Indeed you are greatly mistaken. \ 
could have liked Mr. Wrottesley if he 
had concealed his temper ; but he fortu- 
nately made it evident too early ;n the 
business for me to take any harm. I re- 
marked nothing in sir Montague Vava- 
sour, but that he was a plain, gentlemanly- 
looking man, with fine eyes, and a good 
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tail figure. I don't know that I ever ex- 
changed three sentences with him." *• 

** WeD then he draws his^ opinion of r 
your sense and prudence — ^what a horribly 
old maidi^ attribute in a girl of nineteen ! 
and yonr good temper, from others;, for I 
have heaid him expatiate very doquently 
on all these, I assure you. — ^Whose^car- 
liage is that, Philipson ?" 

" Pririgle's, and w^e are close to the scene 
of action, and I shall have the pleasure 
of introducing you< to the squire and 
• squiress of Lark Hall." 

The carriage stopped immediately b^- 
fbre thai of Mrs. Arlingham, at the door, 
of the auction-room ; and she was mucfc^ 
amused by the bustle and phraseology ofv 
'Mrs. -Pringle, as she gave her orders to theu 
servants. 

** There, VaJter, now put your.^osset ikI^ 
that* there i»hed, and he sure you be vithia 
^caU vheu. ve vai^ts you ; ,and, John, taket 
care of Wiper, poor fellor, and don't 
let him get squeegedin the croud. Gem* 
ifdl how close , the. pi4pe ^o ^mdl !rr-soiQ:io 
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of the folks loves iiriom, Vm jure. F)iitobe» ^ 
dear, keep close to me or your pn, Vhere'f 
my reifieool ? Oh, here 'tia. Now then, 
for a Htae elbering/' 

Mn. Pringle's **elbers^ wem immediate- 
ly squared, and sfae.jHiahed on witib great 
perBererance, regardless whom die anuoy* 
ed, and deaf to Mias Phcebe^a renon^ 
strances. Mrs. Arlingham Goidd not help 
laughing, as she watched tills monied lady 
pushing her way up to the auctioneer by 
main strength, for which, indeed, her 
; figure well suited her, being short, thidc^ 
I and gtrongly built; whilst her counte- 
nance, which was of that sort denominated 
the vulgarly handsome, looked red, smffing 
and good-humoured, with a cunning an^h- 
ness in the eyes, which was much assisted 
by a feather over the left, which waved 
in heavy magnifieenee. Gold chains and 
^tly (Mrnaments of every deacripticHi glit* 
tered about her person^ without aaiy atten- 
tion to propriety or uniformity. Mka 
Fringte was a fiiir d^ieate girl, with a 
look 1^ sMHre good-lauaour than a^nse^ 
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witli a very round back and awkward cai:-« 
riage. : She was as plainly dressed as her 
mother was splendid. 

Mrs. Pringle soon made good her sta- 
tion dojse to the wator ; and many a signi^ 
ficant nod received his warm thanks and 
admiration of her spirit. 

" Js then) draw-rers lined throughoutr 
witli cedar, Mr. Auctioneerer?** she de-t 
mandjed ; •* and that var^robe too?" 

" Unquestionably, madam. Two aa- 
prime pieces of furniture as ever left the^ 
shop. Fifteen guineas for the wardrobe 
— ^thank you, ipa'am. Fifteen teui — ^no- 
tody more? — Fifteen ten (To^ Mrs^. 
Fringte) — We should do nothing without; 
you, ma'am.*' 

'' Vhere's Valter ? That fellbr's never iir 
the vay vhen he's vanted. I've acart here^ 
irpurpose to take home my bargings. Qh^^ 
^r. Philips99r you are j|lvays so wery 
pc^te — ^may I just afk you to see if my 
mail ValtCTr or my man John^ is ther^ 
outside ? How do you do,. Miss Wetniw ? 
1 p^l;^ J. 414 Wt kww you vas hwft 
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My heart and soul is alvays so taken up 
by bidding, I've no time to look round 
for, nobody." 

Althea curtsied, and introduced Mrs* 
Arlingham of Westhaven Park. The in- 
troduction was followed by a pressing in- 
vitation from Mrs. Pringle, to a dinner in 
the course of four days, which, with* d 
reference, to Mrs. Philipson, was partially 
accepted. Mrs. Pringle then went back 
to the immediate scene of action ; and 
Mrs. Ogilvie having caught the name of 
Arlingham, came forward, with Miss Cot- 
man, and paid her respects. Miss Cot- 
man, the distanced candidate for Mr. 
Arlingham in former titnes^ was immode- 
rately civil — that foreign civility which is. 
the offspring of hatred. Althea, in the 
vicinity of her wealthy sister, was hardly" 
noticed, and ahe joined Miss Pringle, who 
was standing alone, glad to escape the 
quizzing trio> who had become violently 
intimate. * Elizabeth little suspected dl 
Mrs. Ogilvie had said of ^ Betsey Vernon ;'* 
n<»r did Althea intend to tell Her^ c(»ivin- 
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t5ed that her sister would be even with* 
her, and remain perfectly indiflferent to re- 
marks, which, after all, were only accord- 
ing to the common way of the world/ 
She observed the three ladies were laiigh-^ 
ing, as if much entertained ; and that 
Philipson, who had found " Valter," was 
equally disposed to enjoy the scene. She 
found they were quizzing a party of» 
young ladies from a neighbouring village, 
one of whom exclaimed, " Cry mai^y ! 
what a beautiful little pair o'snufferses ! 
Why if I had these I should al'ays be-a 
snufiting my candle, pretty little dears! 
Five and sixpence, sir." 

Philipson nodded, 

- Six shUlings,^' 5;aid Mr. Baker. 

•* No, sir, I di'n't say so, I say five and 
sixpence,*' i^id Miss Liaughton, stretching . 
up her neck; " but I'll go anotlier tizzy .^*: 

" Six and sixpeiic&-i-who.says more?— 
seven shillings^ thank you." 

" Lordl no, sir, I diVt say so — I diVt 
indeed. I say. Miss Harrison, we'd bettet 
goo,^for this here man makes shocking mis* 
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takes. Sir, I ha*n't got the snufTenes; for 
I'm not last bidden Them ladies laughs 
as if it were good fun tp see me ta'en in ; 
but I can laugh too^-ha! ha ! ha ! So now 
I'm even. Lord ! if orte an't Betsey Ver- 
non that was." 

This last remark checked Mrs. Arlii^- 
hatn^s mirth ; and she turned a lode of the 
most petrifying disdain on the impertinent 
speaker* whom she found to be the daugh- 
ter of a respectable shopkeeper, whom in 
former time$ she had occasionally played 
with. Miss Laughton, not at 931 abashed 
by her frowns, looked as if she would ad- 
vance in spite of them ; but Mrs. Arling*^ 
ham turned haughtily awayr and Mrs.. 
Ogilviels smite was not lost upon her, as> 
she heard Miss Layghton say to Miss- 
Harrison^—** See what 'tis to have, a coach j. 
and get above your old friends, and for- 
get old tixnes. If e¥er I've a coaac^h, I'll 
look just so." She imibkte4 Mxs. Arling-i 
ham's haughty look so Qauictly, that evea 
the'fiiends who were lately ao obsequiously. 
eivil9puld not jrefi»infiK«( laughter. Mrs^ 
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AilhighAm, moreandmorechagriiil^oold'*. 
iy bade them good moroing, summoned 
Althea/ who was glad enou^ to faenleas- 
ed fifom Miss Fringle's insipid prattle, «id 
making a pasring bend to Mrs. Pringle, 
who was still in the height of her business, 
tJiey drove offto make some calls, amongst 
whom, in spite of her daughter's recerit 
rudeness, was lady Cotman. 



CHAPTER IV. 



TliC IreBcherous smile, and (nask for secret bate. 



A sense of eloquence we rarely find 
lihe portittn of a mean or Yulgar miad ; 
And ijgnorajace of better tbings makes m^At 
Wbo xraonot mucb^ rejoice in wbat )ie caQ. 

Cowfer: 

Ok Mrs. Arluigham's name being an*, 
nounced hy ladj Cotman's footmdn, she 
distinctly heard a general *' hush !" go 
mund, and as she^entosed at one docnv abt 

S 
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espied Mrs. Ogilvie's twice-dyed brown 
tnustin make its last exit through another. 
The subject of the eonirersation her en- 
ixBsace inteirupted was not difficult to be^ 
guessed, and the deep glow on lady Cot- 
man's face, which was usually one unin- 
terrupted, hue resembling a stubUe field- 
at Christmas, would have comritk^ hery 
had' sh^ doubted. The first interchange 
of compliment* was rather awkward, un- 
der these circumstances, and silence fol- 
lowed the first two or three remarks on 
the weather, the dust, and the inquiries 
after Mrs. Philipson and the baby. Lady 
Cotman, however, angry with hersek* for 
feeling thus embai'rassed before a woman 
she hated and despised, by a violent effi)rt 
shook off her confusion, and resumed the 
cold, contemptuous^ gloom, which usually 
scoyiled in her ample; callow viss^e: 

She had intended to have received Mrs. 
Ariinghath with smiles of the most ^* 
cious sweetness, for she was always fearfiil 
her disappointment respecting Arliiigham 
for her ovm daughter ishotdd be detected 
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by the more fbrtunace rival, as *M to 
whom wealth and situation was every 
thing, redi^ohed Elizabeth; but she had 
been completely disconcerted by her ap- 
pearance on this morning, so entirely un« 
expected, in the very midst of the most 
violent abuse and ridicule they were all 
lavishing on her iit the yery moment she 
was announced. Nothing of this kind 
could discompose Miss Cotman, to whom 
insolence was so familiar as to be a second 
nature with her. Her mother rather 
shrunk from introducing the subfeet they 
had recently been discussing; but ]I^b$ 
Cotman, throwing herself back in her chair, 
with easy inapertinence reverted first to 
the auction, and then to Mis9 Laughton, 
adding, " I'm afraid the rude efirontciry of 
that young woman annoyed you„ Mrs, 
Arlingham, so publicly manifested. If i 
had ever, by any chance, associated with 
persons so very inferior, I should fly then^ 
like the plague, and I think almost shun 
all scenes where I w^s likely to be pester- 
ed by them/' ^: 
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/* So would I/' replied Mrs. AflingbaBfi, 
•* if I thought their vulgarity couM reach 
me as their mblice might intend ; hut si- 
tuated as I am, I ean only despise vulgari- 
ty, and defy malice and envy wherever it 
assails me."^ 

" You are quite right, if you ean do it,'' 
answered Mis$ Cotman. •^'Miss Vernon^ 
I think) was not implicated in the recog- 
nition of Urn morning, though equally^ I 
imagine, an old acquatntanoe." 

^ Pray spare me," said Althea, quietly; 
^ I am too humble for remarks of any 
kind, I hope ; and as it is evident this suh^ 
ject has abeady been talked over this 
morning, I would venture. to beg it may 
be dropped now." 

*^ Humph ^ sud lady Cotman, angrily. 
Miss Cotman opened her eyes to more 
thai^ their usual stare, and was going to 
make some kind of remark, when sir Tho^ 
mas entered the rooift, the only perison ex* 
isting of whom his daughter stood in the 
least awe. Her manners changed instai»t^ 
ly, and aa effort at a smile, more r^ul^^ 
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MEW, tbaa jeven her fipowns, made its ap** 
pearance on her ungradous features* £li^ 
zaheth had always been rather a favourite 
with sir Thomas, for before she was so 
much exalted m her own c^inion, she had 
been a gay, good-humoured, lapghing girU 
with cunning enough tO'. baffle th? pride 
and ill-nature of the ladies >t Adderleyy 
and fiimplicity enough to., sonuse sir Tho- 
mas, by that very defiance which cnmged 
them. — " So, my pretty Mrs, Ariingham^' 
said be, giving her a hearty shake by the 
hand, " so you arc come to lee your old 
friends and neigfabour8-**w6ll, that's right,) 
But Where's Artingham? I hoped to have 
se« him with you." 

" Busy farming," replied Elizabeth, 
with Bomething like anger and disdiin in 
her face and voice. /^ You might almost; 
tell that by the look of my poor liorse^,: 
who have actually been to j^ough. I 
soon put a stop to that, however." 

** That now I approve,'* aaid sir Tho- 
ttms*. *♦ So he fanps?* Well, I ahaH go> 
^nd see him the sooner for thatt. butikit 
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till your retnm, madam. I like no housed 
without a la^ in it— 

• For what's a tabic riehlv spreac^ 
Witboot a woiuaa at its head ?' ' 

And a pretty wctoian too — no, I cannot 
spare you from home, if it was orfly for 
the novelty (rf looking at a pretty woman 
at her own table.^ 

" You need mH: be rude, sir Thomas," 
said her ladyship ; " women dmnot be al- 
ways pretty, I suppose." 

•* No, my dear, carteinly, nor di ways 
pladd; and I know some yfiu:>^mver .were 
either the one or the other." 

•• Westhaven Park is a toleraUy fine 
place, I believe ; is it not?'^ said Miss Cot- 
man. 

, ** I believe it is reckoned so,** replied Eli- 
zabeth. ** The house, though ancient, is 
a very fine one, and since I have had it 
new-fumisfaed from town, it is cartainly 
much improved.'*^ 

** New- furnished is it? Arlingham used 
fx) protest against that;^" said Mi6s Cot- 
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'^^ What, when he and you talked it 
over/* said sir Thomas, winking signifi- 
cantly. " You see .now what a pretty 
young wife can do. Ah; Clary ! that 
was a sad vexatious affair, my girl, wasn't ' 
it?" 

" I reaUy don't at all compr^nd you, 
sir," replied his daughter, colouring.: Lady 
Cotman looked in a fury, and fanned her^ 
self vehemently ; and Elizabeth could not 
help smiling malicioui^ly enough. After a 
short silence Mrs* Arlingham rose to go. 

^ When do you leave Feltham, Mrs; 
ArUngham?" said lady Cotman — then, 
without waithig for an answer, she added, 
" I liope we shall have the. honour of see- 
ing you and your family before you re- 
turn home." She looked at Althea, who 
l)ent as coldly as^A^ looked. Mrs. Ar* 
Ungham, /^whd kneW: how cordially the 
ladies hated her,* and how much it would 
annoy them, to give them the trouble, of 
providing a party and a dinner ftr her, im- 
mediately determiit^d to accept any thing 
in the shape of an invitation, however dis* 
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Agreeable to her8elf» imd smS&a^y assured 
her iadyriup she should hold herself m 
readiness to wait on her whenever die 
pieflised. Sir Thomas handed the ladies to 
then: carnage, and then return^ to the 
drawing-room, to praise them, and annoy 
his \fnfe and daughter, l^ifipson had re- 
mained at the auction during this call; 
and Mrs« Arlingham was to take hkn np 
there on hest return home, for he disliked 
the female Cotmans too much t6 enter 
their house voluntarilj* The party inadd 
two or three other morning visits, and 
then returned home, wliere they found 
Isabella, as usual, nursing her child. • 

The following day brought a card of 
invitation to dimier for the whole family 
fiiom lady Cotman^s; and a morning call 
from Mr. and Mrs. Pringle and their 
daughter Phoebe. The card "was answered 
by Mrs. ArUiighttm^ who» with Mki» Ver« 
turn, accepted t^tevitation; but Philip- 
fxm and Isabdld, wi»> had nev^ befors 
been asked to any thing more than a &ft^ 
maX tea-party, re&eed to go^ nor eould 
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^ Eliaabeth'd eloqueBoe pr€*taii to alter 
their detenmnation. Althea relifetantly 
agreed to accomptoy her: Mrs. Ptingle 
was very civil, very talkative, and of 
course very vulgar, and so oppressively 
^ager for them all to dine a^ Lark-Hall the 
following ^eek, that it was impofssihle to 
resist her violence. In vain Isabella piead- 
^ her nursery, and PhUipson his plaaof 
never entering into dinner-parties— she 
was desired to take her baby, ^id he war 
assured he should meet only a very select 
party. "In a vord," said Mrs. Pringte, 
" you must ooitke, I von't hear of an ex- 
cuse. Ve are in^ated to lady Cotman's 
to meet you, and there ve can talk it all 
<>ver, and I shaU ask them taconie too. 
besides, I vant your taste, in addition to^ 
Bay own, m furnishing my new droKMring^ 
i:^K«n^ and a ioiMfor^ for Phoebe. Mr.Prinw 
gleiand J Mb out continuaUy about tastc^ 
^ut I ghaU make him gvro up at last, fiat 
I'U know vhy. ■' 

Hulips(xi was obliged to promise tfatti 
be would go; andLweacy of ^ontestiog tibe 



48 THE BALANCE OP COMFOKT/ 

pointy Isabella appeared to acquiesce, and 
determined to send an excuse at the time. 

•* NoWj" «aid Elizabeth, when the party 
had withdrawn, ^ this ridiculous, woman 
fixing her dinner for next week obliges 
me to alter my plans, for go I will, on pur- 
J)ose to see the new drawring-room. Why 
could she not have named a day this 
week, as well as lady Cotman ?" 

" Because," replied Philipson, ** she and 
her daughter will be all the remainder of 
tins week up to the elbows in pastry and 
jeliies. Then she will not be easy ui)less 
she can more than fill her table with guests. 
She would not have been so pressing, I 
dare say, about our going, only this is 
about her usual time for giving a squeeze, 
and she loves ix> collect as many as she can 
together, and so make two or three din- 
ners do for the season. It makes na dif- 
ference to Mrs. Pringle whether the com- ^ 
pmiy ever beheld each' other or no; nor 
does she stop to arrange her parties by any 
rule of liking or enmity. Foes scowl at 
each other, letting side by side. Presby- I 
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temn iMd iiigh-ehtti^ iUMttan orithoiiM 
«id inibeli&vetsi £dit cibedc by jowl andr 
die woiAA add Jcr^vii if she €Ould ^ afc 
them-«liraite old daas im hy[ w409» and* 
tittering ga:l0*^b9f8 with «iBOoth rfaees^ 
^and ladiM lof at o^oin 4t£!i& for .tb€«e<«m 
no oid iiraiB0i-«taU ave wuddkd 4K:(gather 
mone lietecogeaeoiis lieiq[>; and yea ate, 
wt down to « table laaded with "Wlg^ 
plenty^ ^idttdi vsaka youBiek^a^dQSMst. 
tyf ^exqakite d&uite aod prcscrvefi, nrhidi, 
iiMrr, at kast, are expected to retaim im« 
t<M<di6d ^to the jars fiom ^vfaenoe they 
oane; and anongit twenty or thirty peo- 
pl0y peitii^s hatf a doaren bottles of wine 
may be.^ctilated. Mr. P^gle dnidca 
sGa?Gdy any wine hutt«df, at least at his 
own hoBse, end therefore does notpro* 
mote any thing like oonviviality amongst 
his goesfai, but jumps trp itt the firet iswrn* 
marts from 1he drawing-room, and chao* 
kles at the smell of the coffee." 

" 'What a ddectable portrait you have 
drawn,** said Elizabeth, laugh&ig, ^ il^oiie 
^ *VOL. n. B 
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dDuld but give it credit! I am more de- 
Mrou9 than eVer to see if your colouring is 
at sdl in nature. But is it possible, that 
with Mrs. Pringk's fortune; she can con- 
descend to make h^ own pies, and intro- 
duce her daughter into the kitdien?" 
' ** Oh, always. She is determined that 
Kitebe $hall know ievery things a6d hav- 
ing jfoirtnerly placed her otvn dkief happi- 
nei^ in pickling, preserving, and cooking, 
cannot lose her relish for those early eni- 
plcyments; Hioebe, howevw. Who i^ just- 
now, as her mamnSa says, 'interdopced,' 
has a d^ided turn, for the tcue sentimen* 
tal, and would, I vefiljr believe, take ad- 
vantage of the first moonlight night, aod 
a rope-ladder, to explore the great north 
t0fA with any voluble youth who would 
shew her the way. She has had one lover, 
but he was a * parjiuy knave,' and she has 
sported penseroso ev^r since-^talks about 
Philomel and the cbarms^ of solitude ; and 
would scorn to hold her h^ upright, or 
jpeali without a sigh." 

** For Heaven's i^ke, Philipson, don't 
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psunt my character to any one,'' said Mrs. 
Arlingfaam, '' for such rude odours I never 
saw. / know your pretty talent of exag^ 
gerating every tlnng,. and therefore make 
due allowances, «nd absolutely expect to 
see every thing just the reverse of what 
you have l)een saying ; but other people 
may hot ; so pray let me alone, I beg of 
you.'' 

" You can havfe nothing to fear, even 
from me," replied he, bowing profoundly^ 
to hide an ironical smile, ^^ since perfection 
cannot be ' adequately delineated^ x)r too 
highly painted." 

*' Pretty wdl that, aftectotic sii;" said 
Elizabe^ courteiying; '' and now for gwr 
toilets.'* ^ 



Bt 



int. run ttasjiNGS of comfoby. 



Tim circle fonn^d» we sit in silent state. 
Like %ure6 dtRww dp5h k 4ial-)>tate ; 
.¥bsy^miiVi«Hiiiid »ls liiii^mi^ «tMrU eoftI)F| i&ew 
Every five minutes how jthe minutes go. 



Disptites, though shorty are far too too^ 

ithete bUfchntik^ 8Ve ita ihe wvodg. COwrc'R. 

ingly splendid at lady Cotniilli!i», ^m.^Mfiv 
pm titft^d«ir Mm CUMh^ 'Of>fhyt her 

was therefore most superbly decbrtt^, 
and sported ^ dress and ornaments much 
better adapted to a London tout Althea 
had but little finery, and no exultation to 
display, or invidious passions to gratify ; 
she went plainly dressed, and quietly dis- 
posed, with a much greater desire to stay 
at home and nurse the baby. Elizabeth 
had vainly endeavoifred to persuade Phi- 



fipson to aooonfwiy tlicQBi; bui; hi» qmit 
ivas toa higk ta go to^damers he coiiUnot 
letttsm, and {nsticulwl^ where he hiated 
tiie peopk, and had been ftequentty treat- 
ed by theih^ with great haughtinesek 

** Mueh aft I m«^ be honoured by being 
in Mrs. ArHnghasB's tFain> I must beg to 
be excused,'' said he^ ^udly ; end I3izah 
betb, piqued sAd angry, said na i»c»«. 

Lady Catmm and her daughters col^ 
said they Were sonf Mr. and Mr& Philip- 
sorv eould not go, but evidently had not 
expected ta see them. Nothing could be 
move thopou^ily stupid than the partyi 
£lizabetii'sinteiiti0ii ei exciting Miss Cot. 
man's envythad its Ml aocompliBhmeiiti 
sitiee she could nM^XMuseal hee angry &el- 
kig8» whenever she cast her ^es, with a& 
fticted sc«m^' over the valuable omam^nts 
which Mrs. Arlin^^p^ h^d lavishly qpread 
over her person. The mention of West^ 
bateii Park caused a deep suflusiiaii^ on h» 
usually chalky face; and this evident ut)w 
easiness in the fkirbreastofherd'NippoInt-! 
ed rival was the only enlivening cireum- 
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distance which, the day produced to. Mrs. 
Arlingham. Mrs. Pringle talked chiefly 
'of domestic aflbirs^ and retailed a variety of 
kitchen adventures and housekeeping ma- 
nagement, which Elizabeth endeavoured 
not to understand. Mias PhcBbe was in- 
,4^spo$td, aipd staid at home; and the party 
Jbkaving'yawned over a stupid enumeration 
of Qommanrplace affsir^^ gladly took ad- 
y&ntage of m threatetlimg appearance in the 
jdouds, presaging'tenipest» to order their 
horses early, and return home, whare Elir 
sabeth acknowledged th^ the pleasure of 
psaking Miss Cotman envious and unhap* 
py, was more than counterhaknoed by the 
nriseiy of spending a day with her mother. 
*' We shaU do better :at Pringle's;* said 
she, ^ for there we shall find spmetbiqg tp 
laugh at, at any rate; and TUmake Fhilip- 
son go thi^r^i on purpose to make him quiz 
them.aH;' ' 

: " A very praisewdrthy motive, it must 
be owned," said Althea, '' and indicative 
of a disposition I really did not suspect 
you of possessing. To laugh at folly and 
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vulgarity; affitefing what they cannot per*^ 

forni, is certainly hardly to he helped ; but 

to go and partakis of hospitality, merdy to 

quiz and ridicule afterwards, is too bad.'' » 

** Oh,my poor Althea!" exclaimed Mrs* 

Arlihgham» laughing, " you are certainly 

more than half a Methodist; Good^ Mr, 

Ndrris has :too surely turned your head^ 

and made you thus * severe in virtue/ v I'm 

surprised you ever smile at all, and shall 

ftiUy expect to hear very soon that you 

wear nothing but sad-^oIoured gowns, and 

mob caps without the indeccnum of a 

border, walk with a stick and prayer-book; 

and whine through your noiie. Lordi 

that ever a pretty girl i^ould be so spoiled ! 

I must have you at Westhaven Park^ 

where Arlingham would soon curayou c£ 

this egregious folly. . Mrs« Charkon will 

turn your brain at last There's Philip* 

sous-^I must tell him of your oddities^ and 

make him laugh ; and surely he looks as if 

he wanted something to enliven him. 

Why what can ail him? He looks a^i 



tonttw m Hm diritert oC diae HbnAcr. 

: 4Mfa8t smr t&rfc he diduttfeedloBkiBegjr 

«im4bty fffinud some itadiaeMtianof liaftef. 
,]b%ret0ftivett>tlkat too aigtosoHg obJMt, 
lief cl^) hai oeeastomd tlkfai^tiiMmidkip^ 
pMmnee of sdksmnity. I£» adhranotdtto 
flistst Hh^ Iadle» ISfom Idie^ eamsfge^ and 
Mareefy smiled fts filfmlMth ndMedtiumW 
his ^tity. Ahiiea laid i^tiuBg, but 
hateauBA fiurwarcK to^ the parlouY ; it ww 
ttn|vt}^ and dke went^ta the nursery^ where 
iiabdfab vraa lotting % the 8leeping,t9&»l& 
lub<^ Hre^ing Wbtterlj*. To AHbe^'s ». 
QiiitieeF a» to the^ eie^taMPft e£ t)m violent, 
aaacm, ike mfliti cmfy by mfn^ team^for 
ioiiKtiaia; atkafc dieeaU^ thut Pb^^Oii 
hkihamukgry unth fa«9vancl[ eke tj^wgbt 
¥9^tKnjoMM>\Y. v» He wked me,;' Miii 
she, *^ after teft to \tallr» theugkhs sa» that 
the dMk waa set asleep^ ami upoa H]r 
%ffging that as a re^mn. ibr not compirii^; 
he flew into a passion. If I neglected him 
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far any ]>lrasiife abroad^ cat in other cqiik 
pany than bi% I sltould not wcaidec at hia 
being angry ; but sic^e it k only tlfet I 
liiAy attend more aidkkiously to his dkiM^ 
I am hurt tad y txed b^ond measwe.' - 

^ How many iro^ks aw therein the nxa^ 
fritnonhd: t&ieet &Ml to happoMs^'r («Bd 
AlihesLy sighing; ** Ev«i; thi^^ mpafe vittu-^ 
oUs: pumuita* tbemMt dutiable and natural 
feelings^ may bfcocrie dangeiimia in thi$ 
mo$t unoerCaitt rtafci. Ytw>. have been 
vrajrfied c^tbiisr, liabdla^ ftnd you now be^ 
gin' to find that Mra. Charlton qpofce ti^th* 
Tis hard to belfev^ thftt tfa^ most smte^ 
duties of a woBQafi^ aff a wife 9fid a mother, 
$hmild thiU9 interfere with eadl oth^; but 
that they d(^ m your ease is evidaiL Yoa 
must give up som^ing of your maternal 
to youreoi^i^ obfigatiotifir or I plaioly 
seeyra muilt oemsent to his seekn^ so* 
^iety elsewhere. Philipsoii is so fonned 
for ebeeri^ness, and ijoeiety ia so neeei^iary 
W htt (^Qa&nrts, thm y 911 »ust suppty him 
witbeonivessatAWtand amiitemmt a^ hmnej 
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er he will be sure to seek it abroad. Men, 
however fond of their children, cannot en- 
ter into all a mother^s atixious, and fre- 
quently fabsurdly^nxious, feelings. Ed- 
ward sees the baby is well, and has all its 
wants carefully supplied, both by yourself 
and its nurse, and therefore cannot feel 
with you, tliat it is necessary to see her in 
a deep sleep before you can quit her cradle 
to attend to him; and this attention to 
her is too much at his expence to allow 
him to be pleased with the motives, how- 
ever excellent, which occasion the n^lect 
of himself. But why do I repeat all this? 
You are awaire of its truth ; and I trust 
will seriously weigh well all you are about, 
for I believe you are now at a critical pe- 
riod of your wedded life.'* 

Isabella continued to we^, and was 
with great difficulty persuaded to go down 
to supper, where at last she appeared, 
with swoln eyes, pale cheeks, and every 
indication «f sonrow, which, however, fmled 
to move Philipson's tenderness, though it 
added to his vexation. 
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** I'm heartily gkd we have no coni- 
pany here to-night, Bdla," said he. ** A 
stranger would think I had been beating 
you« You sport a siXine ivyw and then at 
Westhaven, don't you^ Elizabeth?'' he 
added, tnrhinglto Mrs, Arlin^iani* 

" Yes, often enough/' she implied ; " but 
Arlingham nevw brought me to such 
weeping folly. I cannot bear crying, and 
prefer a battle of tongu^, in which I ge« 
nejally come off victorious.'* . 

*^ I. don't admire the alternative though,'* 
8saA Fhilipson, " little as J like a face dis- 
figured as my wife's is now. But come, 
BelU, dry your tears, and let us to-morrow 
each plead our cause before Althea, whose 
judgment I prize too highly to thiiJk of 
disputing." 

Isabella m^de m effort :to recover her 
spirits, but she still felj; too seriously un* 
hskfpy to be reaUy cheeri^, as the half- 
checked sigh c(mtiQually proclaimed. A 
silent evening finished this stupid day ;; 
and the following n[K)ming, before Mis. 
Arlingham was down, or Isabella vialile,^ 



FhiMpion vtm ra{)eaiuig to Althea tbe 
^ievanee ^ the evening* 

*f You w^re both out,'' saidht^ ^ 9nd I, 
3rDU know, hate U^he alone, 8(»I called t<y 
Bbllai tQ come and walk ; howetaer; tibehrat 
was rostriag liien enough to brighten any 
boiyrSO 1 ^doKrn quie% with abook till 
A^ had fMidfied 1% urehin, and ieS: fast 
Mliep till tea-time. Welly then i^ went 
«ifi stairai and nntftessed M4s^; and I went 
up to see how pretty the lit^ eieatm^ 
loeicttd; and seeing her petfectly still stnd 
g^ood-humcNiwd, I again ^ked my wii^ t» 
walk. Ko, she saic^ the mnststay ioR tfie 
elnhi w« aaleep^ fet fear Setty should fcHv 
got to place tbe curtaina light^ of some 
aucb nonaeBse. This siie pronouneed 
would take place immediiately/asthebaby 
kioked/Tecy sleepy. Well, yoir know,, 
hete sai 1 1^ eight o'ckx^ — thei^ I grew 
tired, and cdled t» know if c^ie was coming. 
H0 Wi»iii, the little i^igae those to keep 
atfake, and she would not het prevailed on 
t#i IstAfiF maid nnfse bar; andsaouti 
s^dUed bjf^ n^d^ eramsk^ I owu; and 
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when die joined me, abMxt half an hcfaf , 
before yem fetum, t cbite ^y I iirfkn not 
Teiy ooncifiating; in timothy I know I waa 
my thing hitf ccmci1i«ting-^-<aid then, she 
€ried, and I so»kbefiU-4aid-^Lordl! 'tis a 
ailly bnfinessnow 'ti»ov» ; bat y(»i knov^ 
Althea, how I kate to be alone; aod, upon 
my, so«l, if Bella will hot be a companion^ 
I must visit more> for I will not pass my 
evenings alone thus. You will not be al- 
ways here, and when yoir are gone, wha 
can I find to associate with* if my wife 
Kves thus in that phguy nutsery ? Per- 
haps you may think I could live theire too 
—but no — I'n^ not come to eaudle and 
gibbefish yet;' 

Ahhea^ egyid not vindicate her sistert. 
hot she promised^ if Fhilipsen would keep 
his tempeir,. and retium to his accustomed 
gaiety, to lepreaeiit all he had said, in its 
most finrett>k( manner,, and she doubted not 
but she woidd see the propriety of chan^*^ 
ing her present ctmdMt. This sbe<£d'»: 
but laabeUay tbevgh she did absent heradhf 
note 6:0m tiie nursery, was so evidently ^ "^^ 
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uncomfortable, t}iat her husband despaired 
of her giving up a whole afternoon to him; 
and therefore accompanied- her sisters to 
Mrs. Pringle's, a visit he had not origi- 
nally the least intention of paying. Isa- 
bella was obliged to remain at horne^ a 
circumstance she by no means cegretted. 



CHAPTER VI. 



If not exact and elegant of taster 

Let noDcs presume to understand a feast. 

Fr A N c I s's Horact, 

A CONFUSED medley of voices from the 
drawing-room at Lark-Hall, convinced 
Mrs. Arlingham that Philipson's conjec- 
ture was right, arid tfastt a large and mot- , 
ley group were gathered together, for pur- 
poses more of economy than pleasure. A 
combination of savoury smells issued from 
th^ adjacent kitchen — ^servants were seen 
running in every direction, with looks of 
rosy importance; and Mrs^ Fringle bei> 
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self was actually discerned hy Philipson's 
8harp eyes, attired in a white bib and 
apron over her " ample presence^" and in 
the veiy act of mixing the curry; whilst 
her voice, though suppressed^ sounded in 
their ears, vehemently calling for " vite 
vine, and the stewed weal.'* 

Mr. Pringle came forward, with Miss 
Phoebe, to receive their newly-arrived 
guests, and faintly attempted two or three 
introductions. He assured Mr. Philipson 
he was glad to see him; and; Miss told 
Althea that she looked divinely, and had 
got on " a love of a wreath in her hair.'' 
Mrs. Ariingham cast her eyes, with min- 
gled majesty and disdain, over the rest of 
the company, and, as Philipson told her 
afterwards, looked as if she would have 
said,/' reptiles ! how dare ye sit in my pre- 
sence ?" She recognised nobody she knew, 
amongst about five-and-twenty people, ex- 
cept lady Cotman and her odious daugh- 
ters, and Mrs. Ogilvie, who were evident^ 
ly quizzing. her, in spite of her dignified 
air. Philipson's ridiculous description of 
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Hcmsaen^ pdrtiw at Lork^HaU was hei»e voi^ 
fied ; and iUthjea coald niot hdp smHing^ 
^ iShe looked roun^ fMid saw i^ut half 
9 $c<Hre haif'Baked youpg l^ee, sppes^ing 
their charms to the gwe c^ superani3t»atedf 
officers pf B^tia, rith iilulesmefi, aid 
Catholic priests^ and Disi^e^tua^ mimsteis ; 
whijbst noi Oo^ VQ*^^ 3)Pgt& jAm W^B ta 
be fouDd in. the grmifp» Coiitrov^jsial 
di^mtes were going on in one corner ; the 
price of com and aeedisi, and wooBen elotfa$» 
in another; t;he old Inilitiaitten^ Mritb stiSP^ 
4taj?ched friOs^ tight stodcs^ and still tight- 
er pabtalooni, ureie taUung t&e^ old iMsh 
ae^ae of eountry quarters^ hdlf ai cftnttirjr 
ago; tp y<)in^ ladies^ who UsCened with a 
frown Ux meh antediluvians be^ujE^ or 

•* smiled m sucfi fcsjsorr, 
. A» if t}if y i«odi'(t thfl«i9elve9» ^nil ^cont'd lb«ir si^vit- 
That.couW.l)'^ oiQT'd to smiie at any tbixig/' < 

Lady Cbtmailv Mra. O^viev titd tirct of 
three more dbwagers^ were in close consiiL 
tatioD^ mther \xpon caps ot charactecer; htet 
their canversatibn was all in a wtnspar> 
aod trdoqpbred not heyohd their own cirde*^ 
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Misr Ckotmia at in. het usual attitude^ 
leatuttg bade m her long4>ackied, £iskkmk 
aUe> armidbair^: wijdi her ftet stretehed out 
to l&e anooyaDQe of all who passed her, 
and not deigmng a^ reply to the humhie 
apolbgies. vfUch irare perpetually dS^ed 
by: those yfho stumbled over tbemi Mm. 
Avlbigbam's party was tfie last who anrpv^- 
ed ; amd Misi» Ptingle hav&ig no unore 9s- 
ceptiorkcourtestesr to make, attached Kei^ 
scif tp Akhea^ whom she eontinued to fr^ 
tigue with absurd questions^ uttered in a 
whisper, and accompanied with a languid 
simper. 'I^e entranee of then? hosttss 
eausedi a gM6?ai remcnre, and she went 
dipphig al^ut fiM» one taanother, apolo^ 
giaihg fi)r her adbsenoe, whidv sWdedkred 
had been eaused by socne thresan^ fBoph 
who Ifad called, and who would BKit take 
her iepcated hints tx>^ Fbilipscai^ looked 
at Mrs.. Adinghsrmy and smiled as he re« 
collected ^ wlnte. apron^ 

Dinner was announced sa hnmediatel^r 
upon Mrs. Fringk^ entranee, that it was 
evident e&he had ^iq^eFio^etuled the placing 
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it. The party quickly phced themselves 
in order of march. Mrs. Pringle's middle 
finger was seized by colonel Dalrymple^ 
with the formal politeness of the old sdiod 
—he sported a pair of new white gloves, 
which he drew on before he offered his 
hand to the lady ; then elevating the joined 
Jiands as high as her short arms would ex- 
tend, he put his slim shanks into a sliding 
minuet step, and led her along. The rest 
of the people followed in due order; but 
Miiss Cotman struggled hard tofireeher 
delicate wrist from thegras|> of a York- 
shire dotbier. Who also officiated as mayor 
in his own town» and wai» now come on a 
tour of observation, respecting the value 
of woollen cloths. Grace was soon dis- 
patched by the reverend doctor Black; but 
somie minutes elapsed before Mrs. Pringle 
could proceed in her arduous task of dis- 
secting the salmon^ tlu*ough her eagerness 
to see that the company was properly ar- 
ranged. 'Her poppy-coloured face was 
deepened still more by the agitation which 
shook the pyramid of light blue flowers 
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which stinnounted her glossy ringlets; and 
her e^tmded band, of no delicate hue, 
was busily pointing to several inaccuracies 
she detected in the placing of her party. ' 

" Vhy, good gracious, rio<v ]ook-*-there's 
two young ladies* together ! and only see ! 
two gentlemen on the other side ! Alder- 
man Biddle, pray- part them ladies-r-Ma- 
jor Norton, don't let Miss Werndn set by 
Miss Vallis — ^pray order matters better. 
There, that's it. Now, doctor Black, grace, 
if you please. Oh ! you did yell then^ 
now for the salmon. That supe is mock 
turtle — Mns. Arlingham, what shall I give 
you ? — Colonel Dillyrimide, 111 thank you 
to help the lobster sauce. Lord bless me .^ 
doctor Rickets, you shouldn't liave set 
there if I'd seen you bdbre.-rMr. Pringle, 
my. dear, cut the sirloin/' 

" I wish you*d be quiet a little," readied 
he, in his usurtl under tone. " Yp\\ make 
such a noise, chattering and bawling. Gen- 
tlemen, there's Madery and sherry wine on 
the sideboard. I never drink white wine, 
but that's notliipg to the purpose, nor need 
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not be ho ^tdmeiit td you:; I'm ready fer 
a glass of red fort wijtr.Mdtb m^hoAyJ' 

**- Lady Gotnumy let me recommend 
some of tinat y'lte Jrigct^g of weal; ycaifH 
not find it had.'^ 

^ / ean recommend it, my lady," iuad 
the aldermaa. . 

^^ Abd sc^ Mr. Monris^ youv s^s^ didat 
turn out but ind^renty didn't they ?** sa^ 
Mr. Lairtois, across the taUe, to. a veiy 
fiill*dressed^ TalgBr4<)oking mas^ ia a red 
i^aistcoat: 

** NO) really, sdr, I ivaa greatiy mistaken 
this year in my calculation,'' replied Mr. 
Morris. ** I suj^ose indeed the sed was 
not sown vat such gcrnl gro«ind as it shouM 
ha^ been, and so tfee weled* — — *• 

** Are yoe talking of i^wortZi worthy 
sir?" said a pale, loinguirisaged, strait-hair* 
ed mm, wkh a true sanctified: whine^ ' 

^ SirT^ exdain^d the astonished Mr. 
M<mis» 

" I say, sir,** rejoined Mr. Forster, ^* I 
thought you was talking of the word, and 
lamenting it bad not f^^en in good groimd. 



be ailhilBiig 'te tl^ ^^^wa, «»i «h^ pt^s^tft 
pmiseMTOYtl^ ^dettrcmMi -tif *si]tt good Md 
pi€Mis dirktkttt, to ttnii lihttir imficias 

^* ifo^ nzattjr, si?," s^lied Mk; Moms, 
^^ I ndMMT i^ton&Aemf bttd, wkbntJeam hot ^ 
Gentiles ; I have plenty in my perictaiiiUm 
witkcmt^mch as tin*.'' 

"^ Bk! deisee rm^Mv. i?drster !"'8ttd atn^ ' 
}aiiebal|f4iiokittg wonan^ tvi& a scre^d^ 
up mouthy and a ipeqpetmil yvixving to and 
fro irf h%r ^eeoise &>i?m, " th ! dea^ae im I ^ 
what pity 'tis that mdfttliifigsaredollgbt^ 
ly^iwrtodr 

"^ Mfs. JbriiBgfaaiki^ ' ^aid Mrs. Pringie, ; 
"Irtme hdp'yQutorWHie^ciMrry.'' - \ 

''I can recommeud it, zaa^ixt,'' mA 
atderman Biddife. 

" As I say, Mr. ForSter," resumed !&ir& 
J^phson, '' I Itwe in a lively hope that in 
time our pioai; and disinterested /mcleft- 
vours will thoroughly purge "" 

** Ydii agree ihen urith mt, .naa'am,'* 
said Mr* Rickets, who being a country apo- 
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thecary, was very oftai dignified with a 
title to which he had no rigfat» *^yoa agree 
then with me, ma'ani) in f hia case* I was 
just telling this young lady that I alwaifs 
expect great things from gentk phleboto^ 
my and sound cathartics, in.these cases of 
plethora, and I am happy to find you think 
as I do." 

« Sir.'' replied Mrs. . Jephson, mdignant- 
ly, as soon as the. laugh had subsided, 
which Mr, Rickets's curious speech had 
caused, " sir, you mistake me. I was 
thinking and speaking of things eternal; 
you of things temporal.'* 

" By Jove! I thought I heard you men- 
tion a very worldly sort of concern, how- 
ever," returned the doctor. " I'm sure I 
beard you speak of *' 

" Sir, you are gross," said Mrs. Jephson, 
angrily. 

** Come, come, don't quarrel, good fiiiks," 
said Mr. Fringle. ^' Phoebe, help fiie peach 
tart." 

« Help Miss VaUis, Phoebe," said Mrs. 
Pringle 
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• ^ I can reaommend it, Miss,^' said the 
aidennan. 

« Faith, Mr* Alderman;' said Mr. Rick- 
ets, " Itliitik you can recommend about 
€fvery thing. Come, let's ,try the Madery. 
£ating. requires drinking. The system 
will never go on properly without a due 
proportion of solids and fluids.*' 

*f Too much of the ' shop there, master 
doctor," j^id the alderman. " It takes off 
the nap and gloss of your discourse, if you 
get to technicals. Sir, your health. Very 
pretty Madwa that." 

" Althea, take some of this beautiful 
pine," said PhiBpson, drawing a large pre- 
served one towiards him as he spoke. 

** You'll find the apricocks exceltent. 
Miss Weraon," said Mrs. Pringle, with an 
anxious look at the uplifted knife which 
hovered over her pine. 

Miss Vernon chose pine, however, 
and Mrs. Pringle beheld with a sigh 
the fusion of rich juice streaming from 
the incision. A fine lemon shared the 
same fate in the merciless hands of the mar 
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lidoiis I%ilqp80ii» iid?irithstaifing she as- 
sured him the gre»gage8 were infin i tdy 
superior. Yery tew of her .prtinmBs were 
fated to find tbn* \my 'ktek to i;lie jm 
from wfaeaae they lurid «o t»ften beettftdcen 
land returned, wd fihe seerstly retched 
tiiat be should dine^there oo utove* The 
dmnerwas loi^attd tfsdkm, hut at length 
Miti. Fringle made the signifieant kiquhy 
of every lady 'whether she chese any nkire 
^ vine^'' and the ex|)eet€d negafsw waa^ol- 
hmed by a retreat to the ^dximbxg-nMa. 
Scarcely were they seated fheie, when M»s. 
Jephson aad Mcs. Brin^ WididrBW to 
one comer, io dbcuss the plan &r ihe 
salvation of the Jews, whidi ended m ihe 
latijer being wheedled and flattered into a 
handsome donation^ more throu^. osten- 
tation than any conoem'for tikeljearded 
brethren. Various €*her parties were 
filmed. Miss iPringle'Sat dmmto a grand 
pianoforte, and nuivdend some .beautifiii 
Iiish ntdbdies and Iti£an aongs. Tea and 
coffin were amnouhoed mnch earlier then 
hospitality wofuid have anggested, and the 



•THE BALANCE 0* CO^Wfrdftf . W 

gentlemen almost iriHnediaitefy bh^ed the 
summons. Symptbms of dis]f)lei«iti]^ a|^ 
peared in the fiieejj of the Gatholic f>rfedt 
and liie bigoted mmi^tef of the high 
chuifehy and it \v^ evident they htul' fallen 
out. The alc^matf had quk«ed the aptf* ' 
thecaty tiflf he had lost his good-humour ; 
and the two gentlemen seedsmen had quai<* 
relied over a bargain, ki i^hich eaeh had en^. 
deavotfred to oVerreaeh the other. Softie of 
the eTdiers sftC &>wn to cardie ; whiM the 
youn^ ^ople, thotigh the:evening >^a» hot> 
^ere erazy for codntry-cfeiioea MissWid^ 
lis good-humouredly sat down to the piano- 
•—Mrs. Pringle beat a tamborine, till she 
made her knuckles sore— -^d colonel t)al^ 
rymple, with his long back bent into aire** 
mendous concave; took his station at the 
hand organ. Miss Cotman ri^fused* t<> 
daiice, and leaning back ori' the sofa, sSie 
closed her eyes, and ap^fied her eau debou^ 
gttrf incessantly to her nose. Major Nor- 
ton tried in Tain ttr olkain her attention, 
by relating the exploits of his youth, and 

VOL. II. B 
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detaiUng the delights and glones of Cox- 
Wth camp» by way of a new topic. She 
Was inflexibly grave, and at length dismis- 
sed the mortified militiaman, by asking 
bim if he had really been talking all the 
time she had slept; and making a mock 
apology for her inattention, begged she 
might no longer engross such extreme po- 
liteness and amusing anecdotes^ 

" Com6, major, do you go and grind 
that organ,** said Mrs. Frio^ ; ** and let 
colonel Dillyrimple try what he can do with 
that languishing young lady, for really I'm 
afraid she'll go to sleep in good earnest.'* 

•* What, was that only sham sleep then 
before, ma'am?" said major Norton, much 
mortified. 

The gallant colonel advanced with his 
tiptx)e step towards the sofa, which he had 
no sooner reached than Miss Cotman start- 
ed up with the greatest alacrity, fiew past 
the astonished colonel, and advanced to the 
door with extended hand, to receive two 
gentlemen, whom she had just perceived 
as her beau marched up so^ stately. The 
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eolonel pulled down his rufBes and pull* 
ed up his stock, and cast his large ob^ 
trading eyes on the smart young men, who 
were now surrounded by ladies. 

These gentlemen were George Vernon 
and sir Montague Vavasour, whom he had 
taken the liberty, he said, of introducing 
thus late to Mrs. Pringle. 

The good lady was delighted at the ac- 
quisition-^-a title possessing many and 
mighty charms for her, particulaily when 
she looked at her daughter. 

Mrs. Arlingham found they had just 
come from Vi^esthaven, and with the most 
£ishionable indiflPerence, coldly asked whe- 
ther her husband was alive, and what he 
was doing? . 

** Doing," replied George Vemon, ** why 
&rimng as assiduously as if his bread de^ 
pended on his crops, and making love to 
his pretty harvest-girls as gaily as if he was 
hot married. Failh ! if I were you, Bess, 
I should go and look after him. By-the 
bye, that same fanning is a plretly employ* 
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Hient, and I shall: certainly plough up Ad- 
deriey Park some of tliese days."* 

MLss CotmoQ was instantly all rurality, 
and highly approved the idea. Her tongue 
was. now set free, and the sleeping automa- 
ton became animated and talkative. 

Major Norton was lost in astonishment 
— " Lauk !" said he, with a fi)alish laugh» 
" she can talk though !" 

In the mean time, sir Montague Vava.- 
sour had not been idle in claiming a prior, 
acquaintance with Althea^ with whom it 
was very evident he was a good deal charm- 
ed. Mrs. Aiiingham, who was delisted 
to mortify the rest of the expectant Misses, 
and their equally-expectant mammafl, and 
pleased to see Althea selected ty a mart of 
rank and fashion, contrived to attach him 
wholly to her party. Althea, however, 
who cared neither for &im nor his title, and 
was rather annoyed by the attention- he 
paid her, gladly acoeded to a. request of 
Miss Pringk, that she would go and look 
at some curicms prints in herdressingHtxnn,. 
She repented her compliance; for no sooner 
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had they dosed the door, than Phoebe be- 
gan to question her about iove and lovers, 
and, with a deluge of tears, confessed her 
own attachment to this very gir Montague 
Vavasour, whom she had met and distin*^ 
guished at Worthing the year before. 

" But, alas ! my sweet, friend,'' continu-* 
ed the love-lorn maiden, " it is you he pre- 
fers — ^you, who seem not to notice him the 
least I fainted the moment I saw him, 
but, fortunately, the servants were in a 
bustle about supper and these newly-ai^ 
rived strangers, and did not observe me, so 
I just fainted a little, and recovered unper* 
ceived and without detection. Oh ! how 
melancholy a thing is a too-tender heart] 
You know not the q^xquisite delight of 
wandering, half broken-hearted, in amoon^ 
light eve, listening to Philomets song, and 
repeating sonnets." 

To such a jumble of misery and delight 
Althea knew not what to reply. She 
however assured Miss Fringle that she had 
Qo daims, nor wished for any on sir Mon*» 
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tague Vavasour, and therefore begged she 
would be easy on her account. 

>" But you know him — ^'tis evident tliis 
is -^not a first interview," replied Phoebe ; 
** andi ah me ! it is but too evident he ad- 
mires you, and I am undone.'' 

** I knew him before this evening cer- 
tainly," said Althea ; " but as I am by no 
means charmed with him, nor see any vi- 
sible signs of his being so with me, you 
have nothing to fear on my account, and I 
very willingly leave the field of conquest 
open to you, and heartily wish you suc- 



cess." 



Phoebe embraced Althea as ardently as 
if certain of the conquest she meditated; 
and wiping her eyes, she drew her fair locks 
sentimentally on one side, put on a lan- 
guishing look of mock resignation, and stc- 
' cqppanied her friend, as she chose to call 
her, to the drawing-room, just as the party 
was leaving it for the supper-table. Sir 
Montague immediately came fonvard and 
offered Althe^^ his arm. Fearful of a scene 
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of foUy on Ikliss Pringle's part, she intro- , 
doced her to the baronet, who oflPeringher 
a siniilar mark of attention, they followed 
the rest quietly ; and the hour being alrea- 
dy late, and many of the party having 
some miles to travel, they sat but little 
time at table before Jhe carriages were or- 
dered, and tliey dispersed. 



CHAPTER VII. 



-^Social friends 



Attun'id to happj uuiaon of sou). 

Now call'd abroad, enjoy the fidling day. 

Thomson. 

They found Isabella, at a late hour, still 
seated in the parlour, awaiting their return, 
looking not very gay. This was the first 
visit Philipson had ever paid without her 
since their marriage, and she felt uncom- 
fortable, though she owned the folly of fed- 
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log 80, porticuJgrly as he h^d gorw to Mr& 
PiingleSs more in compUance with Eliza- 
beth's wishes than bis own iocUnation. 

« StiU up, Bella ?'' said PhiUpson, as he 
Altered. *' I hope this is a compliment to 
your siflters only, as I shafi never require 
such a one paid to myself. I consider a 
wife sitting up for her husband rather as a 
covert reproof than a mark of attention, 
and never wish it done for me." 

" I hope,*' replied she, " you will not 
often give me an oj^portunity .of doing it, 
1 have been so long accustomed to your 
society, I cannot help missing it painfully." 

" Oh ! I cannot say much about that,* 

, answered he, carelessly. *^ I find a visit 

sometimes pleasant enough; and, faith, 

while I keep to squire Pringle's, you never 

need expect to see me come home drunk.'* 

** Well but, Beifct, what did you think 
of the sudden appearwce of your two 
beaux ?" said Mrs. Arlingham. ** George 
told us he had boen here. And what do 
you think of ar Montague Vavasour ?" 

** I W9S pretty much surprised,, as you 
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may imagine," r^umed Isabc^a. *' As to 
sir Montague, he is a plain, gentlemanly^^ 
looking man, not much given to talk, I fan« 
ey ; but he is a charaiing creature too, for 
he did so admire Althea." 

" Which Althea?'' said Philipson, 
archly. 

" Why my Althea, to be sure. My sist 
ter was not here, you know,** 

" Nay, I did not know but he might 
speak of her. , I know he thinks of h^ 
sometimes." 

" I wish he would think of her to some 
purpose," replied Isabella. " Such a wife 
as Althea would .make, ought not to be 
so long unmarried." . 

'^ Thank you, my dear," . said Althea, 
laughing, '* but I see enough of that bless 
ed «tate to keep out of it as long as I can. 
'Tis very odd people cannot £fdl into a trap 
themselves without wanting to pull their 
neighbours tifter them. But, however, I 
am mudi too tired to discuss tfa« advai^ 
tages or disadvantages of matrimcfiiy to* 
e3 
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night. So farewell !— Oh, by-the-bye, the 
gentlemen breakfast with .you to-morrow, 
and I believe my mother with them. They 
are gone to the Lea to-night." 

** Now, Althea," said Mrs. ArKngham 
in the morning, " do put on* a becoming 
cap, and try its effect on Vavasour. I*m 
sure you may conquer him, if you choose 
totrj^." 

** But it is my cap you are trying to pro- 
mote to that honour," replied Althea. " If 
I am to do the mischief, I should not choose 
to be indebted to riiy milliner for any of 
her assistance." 

** No vanity in that whatever. But you 
look so well in a cap — ^so much better than . 
with only your hair. Come now, thiis lace 
mob." 

The obstinate Althea quietly put down 
the lace mob, dressed her light brown hair 
with her usual neat negligence, and refus- 
* ed to make any other change in her ap- 
.pearance than that c^a white gown for a 
coloured one. Elizabeth could not add 
a single comb. or ornament of atiy kind, 
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though she accused Althea of shewing ten 
times more vanity in not wearing any. 

Sir Montague drove Mrs. Vernoti^inhis 
curricle to the vicarage, George riding on 
horseback. The baronet made many apo- 
logies for intruding himself into a family- 
party, but imputed all the blame to his 
friend George, who had almost forced him 
from Westhaven. 

•*'Your next visit to our humble abode 
win be from choice^ I trust, sir Montague,'' 
said Philipson, " not compulsion. We are 
obliged tp Mr. Vemon for having compel-^ 
led your first visit, biit should be mortified 
if he were obliged ta do so a second time." 

" Nay, now you go too far, sir,** replied 
the baronet,, colouring with the conscious^ 
ness of being glad enough to be so compel- 
led. *• I talked not of compulsion ; but still 
you know, a stranger to yourself and Mrs. 
Philipson ^*' 

" And me and Althea," interrupted Elii- 
zabeth, smiling. 

" Let us foiget we are strangers for tho 
future,** said Philipson, politely. 
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"* Most willingly »^ replied w Montague. 

*^You are absolutely making a litde Pa* 
radifie of this place> Ned," md Vernon ; 
^ but Idoui;>t it is not all done for nothing 

-r^h r ^ 

^* No, you raay swoar that,"^ answered 
Edward. " I mean, however, to make 
Fairfield pay for Feltbam on^ of these days. 
Hang that old man, how he holds out !" 

** I don't mach approve youjr plan 
though," said Mr. Vernon, ** Iii the first 
place, you have not yet got Fairfield, and in 
the next, you will, most probably, iiot con* 
tinue here j^hen you do get it." 

*^ Certainly not ; but as I may perhaps 
wait for that drowsy old gentleman's demise 
good part of iny life, fund that the best part, 
I cannot hear the idea pf U;^ing in the midrt 
pf e(Hif\>si€»i and disorder. If I b^ye ojaly 
ft putsheU, it. pmst be omaj9[i4Wte<) and 
beautiful. I must shew you aU my iw- 
provementi^ ajft^r breiik^t I wisl^ I could 
get a littk land, and turn &nn^." 

*' That would emnpiete eveiy thing, to 
be 5ure," S9i^ GepKg^. " Be quiet whil$t 
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you are well. Let workmen alone till 
Fairfield is your own; and believe me, a 
gentleman-farmer seldom makes that sort 
of amusement profiteble,'* 

** Many thanks for your excellent a^- 
vicei** $aid Philipson, bowing ironically to 
Vernon. 

Althea did not like the expression of 
either gentleman's, countenance, and was 
very well awaite that no real cordiality 
subsisted between them. Breakfast being 
ended, she proposed a walk round the 
shrubbery, in hopes of turning the conver* 
saticm. Mrs. Vernon had not lately seen 
much of I^sabella or tiie baby, for since Mrs. 
Arlingham's arrival, they had been a good 
deal engaged in visiting ; she therefc^ 
declined walking, and the two sisters, with 
the gentlemen, sallied forth. Mrs. Vernon 
was too anxious, too mudi interested in 
h» ehfldren-s happiness, not to have 9b- 
served that Isabella's b^w was more cloud- 
ed of late than it used to be, and she* watch* 
ed narrowly for the cause ; but she was too 
fiepsiUie It woDtian^ jmd too well acquainted 
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with the temper of men in general, to ha- 
zard any remark, even when she detected 
.the little aspmties which were now too 
frequently visible. Neither did she choose 
to venture May inquiry to her daughter, 
for she knew that such questions tnore 
commonly did harm than good, by point- 
ing out faults in a husband which were bet- 
ter hid. .Young wives, . when they first 
begin to wake from their visions of happi- 
ness, and to find something of disappoint- 
ment attend their brilliant hopes, are easily 
led, by injudicious observations in other 
people, to fancy themselves miserable atad 
ill-treated, and behaving at once as if they 
were so, confirm the evil they at first only 
imagined. A look of compassion, a word 
of pity, improperly bestowed by others, 
magnify fancied slightsf into real oiFences ; 
and instances are not rare where a young- 
wife, thus situated, has been made to think 
herself ill used an() unhappy ,^ by the im* 
prudent, though tender anxiety, pf im ill* 
judging parent or friend. 

4il this Mrs. Vernon felt ; and though 
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«he saw that Isabella had that td say which 
was brooding in her mind, she resolutely 
refrained from asking a ijuestion, or mak- 
ing a remark which could lead to it, and 
kept her iri^ constant conversation upon 
other and gayer topics, till the walking 
p^rty returned. . 

Philipson was in a worse temper thaft 
when he went out, for George Vernon had, 
he thoyght, been impertinent, and too for- 
ward 'in offering his opinion and 'advice. 
Mrs. Arlingham was not best pleased to 
find that her husband intended to come 
for her the following week. Sir Montague 
was more and more charmed with Althea, 
but not quite satisfied with her calm and 
cold politeness, which evinced nothing like 
a return of admiration. Althea, on the 
whole, was the only one not discontented ; 
find as she had formed no plans, and quar- 
relled with no one, she returned as tran- 
quil as she set out Philipson was too hos- 
pitable to suffer his transient pique against 
Vernon to prevent his keeping the whole 
party to dinner. Isatiella found it impos- 

3 
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sible to absent herself fix>tn the company, 
a/id PhUipson was therefore in good-hu- 
mour ; and hoped, as Althea was perfectly 
safe and well after being left to her nurse's 
scAe care for some hours, #iat his wife 
would be satisfied to entrust her so again, 
and not make every other person secondary 
to her child. 

" Do let us be rural and vulgar for once, 
and drink tea and a syllabub on the lawn^" 
said Elizabeth, " Nobody will come here 
this evening, 1 dare say, for I know the Cot- 
mans have a party, and the Pringles— : — ^* 

** Well who would feel vulgar, or, if they 
^id, who would feel eml^rrassed at it, in 
the company of the Pringles ?" said Phi- 
lipson. " Not that 1 think it at all unlike- 
ly but they may come, for I saw some lan- 
guishing glances cast at you, sir Monta- 
gue, from that quarter last night. The 
fair Phcebe was indeed so very expressive 
in her looks, that I ventured to ask her if 
she had ever seen you brfore; and she 
daq)ed her hands, and turned up her eyes 
like a duck in rainy weather^ and exdlop^ 
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ed with a sigh that blew the .powder out of 
cabnei * DiUyrimple's' ^hffir— ** Oh, my 
God! yesPV 

** You colour too highly, Philipson/* said 
sir Montagu^ 

*• Not higher than you do, however," said 
Vernon, alluding to the burning cheeks of 
the baronet. 

** I think I recollect dancing one even* 
ing with a young lady of that name at 
Worthing,? resumed the baronet; **but 
really^ had any one asked me last iright if J 
had ever seen MissPringle before, I ^oiild, 
without any gesticulation, have said no."' 

^^ You are m ungrateful man,'' said AU 
thea, smiling. 

" Althea could tell an amusing tale, I sus- 
ped, if die pleased,'^ said Mrs. Arlingham. 
** Come, Altiiea, let us hay e the whole lan- 
guishing, confidential detail." 

Akhea, however, kept Phoebe's secret 
better thati sh^ would herself have done; 
and in order to escape further teaming, ran 
off to aissist in prepsffipg the syllabub. 

The tearthings were quickly set out oa 
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the lawn, and the party gafly assembled 
roond the table^ and* enjoyed themsetve^ 
free from all molestation. In due tibne the 
syUabub followed;^ bat, alasl no longer un- 
observedi Just as the glasses were fiUedy 
and Elizabeth was Toting Miss Pringle a&. 
a toast, Mrs. Friilgle's old ooach roUed by^ 
dnd, without a single inquiry of the* ser- 
vant, who immediately went to the gate, 
out got that lady and her daughter, and 
talked directly up to the party, who, spite 
of their vexation, could not help laughing 
at the contrast between the jolly dame and 
her pale^ed; round-backed, thread-j^per 
daughter, whose audible sighs and lan- 
guishing look of sensibility nearly con- 
quered Althea's gravity. 
. " Veil, now this i& delightful !" exclaim- 
ed. Mrs. Pringle ; " ve see you allfrom'the^ 
road ; and as I was desirous to know how* 
you got home last nighty I could not resist 
the pleasure of coming in ; and suleybtib 
under the cow, too ; veil, this is good." 

"Don't I look wretchedly to-night ?•*" 
Wid Phodbe,^ in a whisper, to Althea. •* You 
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have BO idea of the agitation of my mind 
when I found Mrs. Pringle was determin- 
ed to come in, for, ah ! my sweet friend, 
I saw him ii^ the group assembled here. 
Tlie eyes of love are always open. Pm' 
sure mine are, for not once did I dose tkem 
during this last tedious night" 

"** I think; sir," said Mrs. Pringfe, turn- 
ing to . sir Montague Vavasour, ** niy 
daughter says she had the pleasure of see* 
ing of you at Vorthing last season. I vas 
not there, but Phoebe recollected you im« 
megently." 

Sir Montague muttered something about 
the honour, &c. and Miss Pringle whis- 
pered to Althea' — ** Who could forget?" 
and thep turned so affected a glance on 
the object of her fancied attachment,* that 
he could bear no more, but jumping up, 
declared he saw nurse and the baby, and 
thdt he had not had a nursing-boiit that 
day. Philipson laughed without restraint, 
for he knew the little girl had been in bed 
a lotig time, and that the poor persecuted 
baronet w as really only anxious to fly from 
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such an inundation of folly, nrfaidi boded 
much future quizzing. 

The ladies staid so late, that Mrs. Phi-^ 
Upson was obliged^ in mere civilitj, to ask 
them to stay supper; and thus sir Mon- 
tague was oompeUed to endure Mrs. Frin* 
gle's vulgarity and her daughter's absurdi<* 
ties, though his manners, unusually grilve 
and res^^ed, might have convinced both 
that nothing was farther from his Inten^ 
tion than any return of Miss Phoebe's evi- 
dent passion. Mrs. Pringle tried in vain 
to engage him and the party to dine at 
Lark-HalL Sir Montague coldly pleaded 
his intention of leaving the country in a 
day or two, though a week after he was 
still lingering there* 
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CHAPTER VII. 



The jealous doubts, the alternate hopes andfeai-s^ attendaat^ 
on the passion of loTe, are dear to the lover while his 
passion lasts ; hot when that subsides, as subside it must, 
his taste for altercation eeases. lite proverb which &^ 
vQurs the <}uarrel8 of lovers may prove fatal to the hap- 
piness of husbands, and woe be to the wife who puts her 
feith in it ! ' Modem Grisekla, 

Another week parsed on in what I^beDar 
an4 Althea called A state, of unsettled Ims- 
tle. Vernon and the baronet, who became 
every day more enamoured of Althtea, still 
remamed at the Lea, though every day 
tallqx^ of a removal. At the ead of that 
time Mr. Arlingham came to thfe vicarage 
fi>r a day or two, previous to taking home 
his wife, a Vigit very little desired by Phi- 
HpscMi, who Yisd no sort jof r^ard for his^ 
rkh b]!^er-in4aiw, who not m^equently 
made him feet all: the diffibftece of afteart 
tk»and.tfaehanx)rs^o£defpendeQoe. That 
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Philipson was in some measure dependent 
on Arlingham cann<^ be denied, since on 
the expected living of Fairfield rested all 
his hopes of ridies, and he had indeed act- 
ed, upon the certainty of possessing it, not 
very judiciously. Arlingham had always 
evaded giving any dir^t promise of this 
Hving, but he presumed on hlsl patronage 
to offer frequent advice, and that in a tone 
of more authority than delicacy, and the 
fear of giving serious offence induced Phi- 
lipson to listen in silence, though he did 
not often follow it. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arlingham met with a de- 
gree of cold civility, which equally surpris- 
ed all the rest of the family, and gave sen-, 
siMe pain to Mrs. Vemon, who saw in these 
maimers convincing symptoms of much 
domestic uneai^ess. She scarcely knew 
where to fix the &ult, for each seemed alike 
fiigid and indifferent ; and if Elizabeth 
had ever possessed any great influehce over 
hin^, she had entirely lost it Contradic- 
tion seemed the order bf the day; and with- 
out amounting to ah actual quarrel; they 
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appeared to be almost always on the verge 
of one, and kept every body else in a 
fright for what was to follow. 

*' How long do you intend to «tay here» 
Mr. Arlingham?" said his wifo. 

" Only a day or two,** he replied. ** This 
is Wednesday — I must be home on Satur- 
day at the latest, and must th^*efore go 
from hence on Friday. Harvest is com* 
ing on, and I cannot be absent" 

^* What a pity it is you iEure not obliged 
to follow this genteel employment you. 
have chosen !" replied Elizabeth. ^* I'm 
sure a good fortune is thrown away on 
yeu, for you have no enjoyment in .it. 
You are ignorant of the true value of for- 
tune and Situation. However, I cannot 
go this week. I dine at lady Cotman's on 
Friday^ to meet Vavasowr and a party." 

** As you pkase — only / go on Friday, 
and in my own carriage. I came by the 
mail, and you can return in it when you 
think proper. Don^t let us dispute the 
natter, before our IHends at least; you 
know my determination, ^d I «hall not 
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change a tittle. PhilipMn, 8bdl i^e tmik?** 
^ Who would tnmt have believed itfos* 
sible that this man should ever h«ve turn* 
eA out sudi a bear?'* said Elisabeth, when 
the gentlemen had gone away. '* The 
tmul thily ! I think so indeed !** 

*• And who would have e^cpecfted that 
Eliasabeth Vernon would have bo coma 
pletely changed herrM^ve too!" said Mrs. 
Vernon, with a sigh of regret. ** How lit- 
tle did I think j^ou had such a spirit of an- 
ger arid opposition in you, or that a chasige 
^ situation could so entirely have altered 
what appe^u^d your r^ character. I have 
hitherto kept silence on this topic, my 
dear, because I think in general advice 
does more harm to irritable tempers than 
good^ but I must say in this imrt^noe I 
think yqu very wrong. You aare not «i- 
gaged to lady Cotman's— ^you know you 
are not, and that you dedmed engfi^ng 
yourself, upon the' veiy plea of your 'htis« 
iMuid'b eDming.*" • • 

'^But why* should h0 ^tate ^e da^ of 
my gmig home?'* 3aid Elizabeth., '' Why 
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could he not consult me a little? I know 
I nmst go at his time, but he might have 
given me some degree of consequence with 
ether people, by seeming to ask my 6pi« 
Bion." 

•*'My dear Elizabeth, you take from 
your own consequence more than he does 
by this display of temper, and make me 
very seriously uneasy; If you are aware' 
that you cannot successfully oppose him, 
why hazard oflfending to no purpose? I 
have hitherto endeavoured to believe that 
the fault was principally his, but I am now 
painfully convinced that it is at least mu- 
tual/' 

** But am I then to give up evoy wish 
of mine without an effort? May I never 
exert a little spirit to obtain what I de- 
sire ?'* 

*^ Do you find by such exertions you 
do gain what you desire? Very seldom, I 
fancy. Spirit ! that is the rock upon which 
so many split Silly women affect to boast 
of managing their husbands, but trust me, 

VOL. IL F 
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Elizabeth, whenever you find that to be 
really the casfe, it is by far different me- 
Uxods than a violent exertion of spirit; 
and, depend upon it, where you hear wo- 
m^n declare they do manage and obtain, 
th^ir own will by this high-spirited con- 
duct, if you could penetrate into the inte- 
rior of their families, you would generally 
jkid tihey lived a li& of contention, and 
were forced to yield at last, instead of con- 
quering. I believe^ by a little concession 
at first, you niight have preserved the in- 
fiuence,yoi\ certainly possessed overyoiur 
husband. Now I know not what to say. 
It is very rarely that such influence is ever 
regained when it is once f<nfeited, {or men 
rarely forgive the faults of their wives, 
and, I believe, neva* foiget, however they 
may comply with that admirable precept 
to ' write injuries in dust, but benefits in 
marUe.' In respect to the world at laige, 
I suspect they are mwe apt to reverse it 
when applied to a ^^ife. 'Perhaps they are 
itiius tenaoous isi this instance/, because, 
baving a greater daitn upon so dear a; con- 
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nexion, they are more keenly disappoint- 
ed at a failure in kindness.' Try, howevert 
what gentleness and conciliation will do 
on your part. You have not been long 
enough a wife to have lost all your power; 
and yoQ have one advantage on your side, 
that your husband has none of his own fa- 
mily or relations to prejudice him against 
you, by un&ir or secret . insinuations, a 
source frequently of great discomfort and 
disadvantage to a young married woman."* 

" Ah ! all this is very good, very excel- 
lent, my dear mother,** repfied Elizabeth, 
shrugging her shoulders, and rising ; " but 
I believe an angel could not bear with Ar- 
lingham*s queer, mean, selfish temper. 
However, I'll try — ^if I can. But, Althea, 
you who have sat by enjoying this lecture 
so slyly, never many, if you are wise, nor 
believe even the fair-seeming sir Montague 
'Vavasour, Leave him for the sentimen* 
tal Phoebe.* 

^ I believe' sir Montague^ and Lare in 

no danger from each other," s^id Althea; 

f2 

;286366B 
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*^but though I have no designs on him 
myself, I should be sorry to see him the 
husband of such a non^tity as Miss Prin« 
gle. I should like a eolle^ for Voluntary 
old maids, and I would place Mrs. Charl- 
ton and Mrs. Amy Findi at the head of it. 
None should be admitted who could not 
bring certificates of being of a cheerfol 
temper and good disposition, contented 
with their lot, and free from every wish in 
which the men were concerned. In short, 
they most all resemUe, as nearly as possi- 
ble, the two lady presidents. I should 
an;xiously await the fortunate era which 
would admit meamongst diem, and I think 
it would be the happiest community m 
England.** .^^^ 

" And pray wliat is the prescribed age 
in which your votaries are to enter this 
charming retreat?" said Mrs. Vernon, 
laughing, **and what are your tules? — 
May not widows be admitted?" 

" I think I shalLallow. them to take the 
vows at forty," replied Althea. ", If a wo- 
man i$ satisfied to coni^der herself an old 
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maid, at that age, Nvithout any absurd 
wishes to diange her situation, she is saf^ 
that being as foolish an age in general as 
any betweai that and fifteen. Widows 
are not admissible, and my rules are not 
quite digested and arranged." 

•• You are just in time'to give your opi* 
nion of an institution invented by my sis^- 
ter Althea,** sidd Mrs. Arlingham^ as sir 
Moiitague Vavasom* entered the room. 

** It must be a very gay one, if I may 
Judge from the mirth it Caused," replied 
he. *^ May I be admitted as a member ?^ 

*♦ Why no, I think not e:S8ctly/* replied 
Mrs. Vernon, ^' this being neither more 
nor less than an asylum for old maids, of 
which Altiiea impatiently antic^tes the 
delights." 

•* God fwbid T exdaimed^ he, expresi^ 
sively. " Tbe^wofld has too many claims 
on such women as Miss Vernon, to suffer 
lier to waste her usefulness in * single bless* 
edness.' She will, I trust, become 1;he 
happiest, as I believe she will be the best,, 
of wives and mothers. This is not a time 
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: — I am not at liberty — ^Excuae me^ xna^ 
dam. If you knew what I feel, you would 
jpity my agitation." 

Sir Montague hastily^ left the room* 
mounted his horse, and rode off as quiek 
as he could, leaving the three ladies iu 
considerable confusion and embarrassmentjr 
unable to account for a scene sostrangi^ 
yet po longer doubting hia preference of 
Althea. Circumstanees which they could 
nol even guess at, seemed to hare checked 
an avowal wlueh yet hovered on his lips? 
and Althea^ in the emotion his conduct 
bad excited, found sometl^ng like regard 
beating in her lieart toward^ him. Bven 
Mrs. Arlingham, however, qould make no- 
thing of it, except that he was fetteied by 
some engagement of which he repented»^ 
ftud that he would move heaven md earth 
to render such engagement ^nuU andvoid^ 
and offer .his free hand to Mifis Vernon a» 
soon as possible. 

. • But Althea is disposed of, youknow/ 
said Mrs. Vernon. *' What will become 
of .the college if she is^ a seceder ?''^ 
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. Althea did not feel disposed for raillery^ 
and left her mother and sii^ter to their fur- 
ther conjectures and surmises respecting 
Varasour's strange manner and mysterious^ 
words, whilst she went to the nursery, de- 
termined to think of him no more, in which 
resolution she persevered so effectually, 
that she thought of nothing eke. 



CIJAPTER VIII/ 

Think not, he cries, to live like me ; 
M.y wealth supports my vanity ; 
Your folly "should be moderate^ 
Proportioned lo a small estate. 

FiiAKcrs's Horace. 

^* Upon my word, Mr. Philipson,** said» 
Mr. Arlingham, as they walked round the 
pretty ornamented fields, and observed the 
tasteful decorations which Edward had la* 
vishly bestowed,. **^upon my wor^ you 
liave made quite a superb place here. I'm 
2(fraid you are doing more than a future 
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vicar of Feltham may be inclined, or in* 
deed able to keep up. I assure you now, 
upon my honour, I have nothing at West?- 
haven half so elegant as this little temple, 
with this light and beautiful thellis veraiv 
da running round it; and this pretty iittle 
aviary, with its gilded enclosure, and va^ 
riety of warbling tenants. / find these 
sort of indulgences too expensive." 

•* I understand you, Arlingham,** tepli- 
ed Philipson, piqued almost beyond pru- 
dent endurance. ** I own these whims 
have been expensive, but once done, you 
know, and they require but little to keep 
them up. What is a little birdseed? Be- 
sides, there is such a comfort in havihg 
these little elegancies in our own premises; 
and they have frequently kept me at home, 
when perhaps J might have been in some 
gay party." 

•* The alternative, however, is not desir- 
able— expence,' either at home or abroad,** 
said Arlingham, Coldly. *• What pretty 
little Gothic i*ange of buildings is that?** 
he continued gravely. 
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•• "Tliat ?" said Philipson, colouring an^ 
confused; " oh, that is only some dog-ken« 
nels and a pigstye. You know, as the 
place altogether is too small to admit of, 
these sort of things being at se proper dis- 
tance from the house,. I was obliged to 
make them as little of a huisanoeas I could. 
They cost very Kttle more than those of 
a more common sort would haye done.** 

" Nay, Fm sure I hare no bimness, nor 
indeed inclination, tQ make impertinent 
Observations," said Arlingham, turning his 
eyes round in all directions. " Every man 
has 8 right to spend his* money as he 
pleases ; I am only afraid the future incum- 
bent may think / have wished for all thit^ 
waste of ornament*'* 

•* Why really one great reascMoi for my 
laying out so much on this place,, which, 
after all, I certainly ought only to consider 
as a temporary residence, is, that I think 
in so doing I am onIy;paying that for re- 
pairs and comfcnrts I myself enjoy, which, 
my widow would have to'pay hereafter 
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toft dilapidations. I cannot inas^fte where 
my successor will find room for a oLaiin oi 
that sort. As to this tanple, and the gilc^ 
ed aviary and birds,, and those sort of 
things/ I can easily lemove tbem, you 
know, whenever tlve old rector of FidcfieU 
gives me an oppottiinity.'' 

'' True, I had forgot that convemence,^ 
replied Arlingham, dryly. 

Philipson was stm6k at the mtitnent 
with someliikig ^odd in the expvessaon of 
his voice smd eye; but Arlingham began 
talking of his own fiirm, and relapsed into 
his usual manner so immediately, th«t the 
other forgot what he had thought odd^ 
and though not pleased with his observa^ 
tions, suspected nothing. Neither gentle* 
|nan« however, was satisfied with the other, 
and were far from feeling any additional 
liking. 

Mrs. Vernon's morning lecture had cw- 
tainly a temporary effect on Elizabeth at 
}east, since she was so condescending and 
well-behaved to Ariingham as to excite his 
evident astonishmwt But he had ob- 
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Served these sort of changes before, i^hen 
•he wanted to oarry a point, md was there-^ 
£ote gjttxvefy on the watch to refuse any 
request she might make, from th^ mere 
suspicion of an intention on he^ part to 
outwit him ; and the day concluded, much 
to his surprise, without any favour heiiig 
«sked» and, moreover, with Elizabeth's 
free consent to give up her engagement^ 
|i^ go home on Friday* 

Thursday morning rose in the same har-^ 
mony on this querulous pair, and they 
were all enjoying a gay breakfast in the 
pretty temple, close by the gilded aviary, 
when Mrs. Pringk's carriage drove fori- 
ously past, and stopped at the lawn gate. 
PhUipson &lt at first angry at the intru* 
sion, midi then alarmed, though he knew 
not wby^ at the importance and heighten- 
ed roses of the hustling lady's cheeks, as, 
waddUng up the hwUy she advanced to 
meet him. 

*^ Oh^ Mr. Philipson !" she began, ^ such 
a disaster ! such a misfortin f Juord Uess 
me ! Vm in such ft h€Ka)}! ^\x Montage 
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Wawasour, vhether he is killed outright, 
or vhether he is only stunted, »I don't 
know, but wery much he is vounded,. that's 
certain. I'm so confounded and so hurri« 
ed, for I left Phoebe in such hyTsterics.*' 

All this time Philipson had been trying 
to get in a few words, and begging a mor^ 
satisfactory explanation than her agitation 
would allow her to ^ve. In the mean 
time, 9II the party had flocked round Mrs« 
Pringle, Arlingham excepted, who haying 
by dint of managem^t secured to himself 
the best «Iice of ham, deliberately waited 
to envelop it between two pieces of bread 
and butter, thus effectually making it his 
own, in case of other persons returning be- 
fore him to the iable. He would notj 
however, have been thus anxious about his 
breakfast, if be had entertained the least- 
idea of Mrs. Pringle's serious business; 
but he only supposed it some nonsense 
relating to her silly daughter, whom he 
disliked extremely, and therefore did not 
huny hittself. When he did go forward,- 
lie was she eked at the view of so many 
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pdlid feces, and the request of Mi;s. Prin* 
gle that Mk, VetBoii, and •* all as could,*^ 
would return with her. 

"Oh ! Mr. Arling^am,''said she, « who 
vould have thought this? Poor dear sir 
Montago Wawasour is, I'm almost afeard^ 
dead. I vas 9 going this morning across , 
the park to look up my Guinea-fowls' eggs 
amongst the nettles! vhen vhat shotild I 
see but the baronight in his curricle. Veil; 
he just stopped to spe^, seeing as I and 
Miss Pringle valked towuxls him as quick 
as ve could, vhen just then a rheelbarrow 
was drove past, and his horses turned the 
carriage sniack round vithbut the least 
notice, and dashed it right over. Veil, I 
screamed, and Miss Pringle screamed, and 
vent into hysterics, and such a emptiest of 
people came iiound us. The horses vas • 
soon stoppied, but the mischief vas done; 
and poor sir Montago vas took to the Hall 
in a swoimd, and so vas Miss Pringlei 
His right arm vas bn>ke, that I see; but 
vhat other detriment he have received I 
don't yet know. I sent off for Mr. Rick- 
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ets, and then came myself to consult you 
as to vhethar he. ought to be moved or riot^ 
Tra sure he's velcopae to the twe of Lark- 
H^9 and I shall he proud to nurse him^ 
utod you know I have a notion that Vay; 
dnd he'll be wery near Mr. Babingtcfini^ m. 
ease Mr. Kickets is engaged anytime^ and 
be hiU( a pretty smattering, yoa know.'' 

Some comfort yet remained to sir Mcm^ 
tague's friend^i, from the well-known ex^ 
a^eration whkh usually accompanied her 
recitals. Mrsr Vemon ati4 Mrs. Ar&igu 
ham were soon ready to retina with Mrs^ 
Pringle; and in the real feelmg of the mo- 
ment, Arlingham forgot his slice of haxn^ 
and ordering his 'carnage, got into it witb 
Philipson, and^foUOived the ladks. The 
first sound that struck the ears of Mrs. 
Vernon was the continued hysterical 
soream, no longer affected, of Miss Prin- 
gle, to whom Mr. Babington wasadmiiiis- 
tering drops, ^ind biitthing her temples. 
Mrs. Vernon found she was in good l^ands, 
and tha^efoie walked folrward, by Mr& 
Cringle's desire^ to tlie drawing-room^ 



THE BALANCE OF COMFOET, 111 

where they all impatiently awaited Mr. 
Rickets's amval. They heard that sir 
Moniagi^ was revived^ and much relieved 
from his pwnfiil situaticmyby the skill and 
attention of Mr. Balnngton, who had re* 
leased the fractured arm from incuml»^noe> 
axid placed it in a safe and easy posture, 
and ba4 ventured to bleed the left, as th^ 
barcoet complained extremely of a giddi^ 
nesfi^ and intense pain in his head. This 
had rdieved him considerably ; and so ju^ 
dlciously had his amateur surgeon per- 
jGarmed his part, that nothing remained, 
iBor Mr. Rickets but 1k> set the limb. To 
remove him at present was impossible; 
and 80, after many s^logies land re* 
grets for the trouble he must unwill- 
ingly give, he resigned himself to a 
good bed, a bustling, but attentive nurse, 
in his hostess, and crates, which her 
shrill voice incessantly threatened to 
counteract. When his friends first enter^ 
ed his apertmenty. which Mr. Backets 
wly allowed them to do for a moment. 
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he cast his eyes roimd ^gerly for 
Althea. An instant's reflection shewed 
him the folly pf such a thought, and he 
sighed ^ he resigned it. Arlingham tool: 
possession of his bedside, as head nurse, at 
Mrs. Pringle's request, and his return to 
Westhaven was' deferred till sir Montague 
was able to be removed to Mrs. Vernon's, 
which Mr. Kickets pronounced might be 
in a few days, since he found he shontdf 
not lose his patient by the means. Phoebe;, 
who was now recovered from the violence 
of her struggles, though still languid from 
their effect, begged most piteously that. 
Mrs. Vernon would allow -Althea to go 
to her for a few days, a request which Mrs: 
Pringle seconded, by something between 
a permission and an order, asid which Mrs.- 
Vernon coldly refused, to, the utter sur-» 
prise of mother and daughter, who were 
too ignorant to see any impropiety in 
such a wish. 

^ Veil," said Mrs. Pringle, " you must 
do as you liKe certainly ; but I thought it 
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vould have been pleasant for Miss Wernon 
to stay with Miss Pringle a bit, and I 
don't see any harm if she did." • 

" If you did, l*m sure ydu would not 
ask it,'' replied Mrs. Vernon, politely. 
" Mrs. Philipson cannot spare her, parti- 
cularly as Mrs, Arlinghani is with usf. 
We must now wish you a good morning, 
with many thanks. Should Miss Pringle 
wish to change the scene, I am sure my 
daughters will be very happy to see her 
atPeltham." 

^ " Oh, not for worlds !" replied Phoeb^ 
vebementiy. 

" Oh dear, no," said her mother, •^ to be 
sure not vhilst ve have wisitors, and , sick 
viators too." 

Mrs. Vernon made no remarks; and 
PhiKpson joining them, they went to the 
Lea to leave a message for George, who 
had gone some miles into the country, at 
the same time that Vavasour set off on his 
unfortunate journey. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Never consider as a^* triile what may tend to please hiia. 
The great articles of duty he wiU set down as his owo; 
' but the lesser attentions he will mark as fnvoars. 

Julia de Roubignt^ 

It must be obvious to every one who un* 
derstands the silent eloquence of love^ that 
sir Montisigue Vavasour's htort had receiv* 
ed more than a cominon impression in &» 
vour of Altbee Vernon, and it is equrily 
ekar that only very imperious. necessity 
prevented his giving M'^ords to that whiiit 
liis eyes had declared. Of Altheia'§ seAti- 
jnents towarde him* no one, even of her own 
family, could form a decided opinion^ ex- 
cept that as a man of extraordinary good 
sense, fine accomplishments, and most po- 
, lished manners, he was distinguished as 
superior to every other she had ever known. 
It was impossible she coulij avoid seeing 
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that he entertained a v«ry hi^ opmion of 
her, though no word had ever escaped him 
(except those which seemed involuntarily 
excited by her plan of being an old maid 
for life) which could be construed into an 
avowal (^preference. There are, however, 
looks and manners of pecuUar softness and 
eloquence, which oonvey as much as Ian- 
guage, and .women, even without vanity, 
may be allowed to read theit meaning, and 
draw their inferences* Althea was certaifi 
rtie was highly thought of by sur Monta^ 
gue, before those mysterious wot ds tes^ 
£nned the idea; but assured fVomt thitit 
^tataon of speech and manner that some 
cueumstances existed of sufficient force to 
compel him to check Ihe.growing passion, 
she suffered not the preference she wap 
awaire of feejiing in her own heart to in* 
orease its power^ nor become apparent to 
any oae. It was indeed so entirely in its 
in&Bcy at present, that the task was not 
difficult for reason and common seisse to 
subdue so indistinct and almost unacknow- 
lec^d a sentiment. 
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Sir Montague's feelings on tbis subject 
had been of longer duration, and a more 
vivid nature, for he had early distinguished 
her superiority at Famham. The same 
circumstances of entanglement in his own 
situation, however, existed there, and these 
wer6 then aided and strengthened by a be- 
lief in her regard for Pelham Wrottesley, 
of which he and almost eve^ other person 
there ^itertained no doubt. Conscious 
then of his own embcorassments, and look- 
ing upon her as gradually Ibecoming at- 
tached to another, sir Montague had shewn 
lier far less atteirtion th^ any other fe- 
male present, in fact, because he admired 
her more, and feared to love too well that 
which was thus rendered doubty unattain- 
able. 

It is not wonderful that under these cir- 
cumstances Althea had not much noticed 
him, for his face possessed no extraordinary 
' beauty beyond that of expression, and that 
depending so much on the feeling of the mo- 
ment, that he was seldom much remarked 
HSs eyes were exquisitely handsome, but. 
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It was when conversation or deep interest 
inspired his heart; their colour and form 
were finQ, but it was their speaking ex- 
pression which fascinated, and that was 
excited only by sentiment His figure was 
commanding and fine, and h;s manners 
grave, dignified, and calculated at once to 
attadti and encourage merit, and awe pre-s 
sumption. His fortune was noble, as was 
the use he made of it, and his famijiy of the 
most ancient and un^tted respectability* 
Such was sir Montague Vavasour ; and 
thus _0&ed, it was natural be should be 
an universal favourite with the ladies; and 
noany were the wondennents amongst the 
mothers who had daughters to dispose of> 
that he should have reached the age of 
eight-and-twenty unmarried* A rumour 
had indeed been heard abroad at one time 
of some fsarly ^ogag^ment between him 
and a cousin ; but as i»he was known to be 
as rich, though not so handsome as him-- 
self, and viery 'amiable, there seemed no 
reason why, if they were engaged^ they 
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should not have married before this time ; 
and they tfierefore supposed the story with- 
out foundation, and looked upon him as a 
man to be disposed of. How far these 
conjectured were founded in truth, time 
will disclose. 

The day after the acddeht had be&Uen 
the baronet, Mrs. Arlingham i«ceived a 
note from her husband, to say that his pa- 
tient was going^ on extremely well; and 
that as Mr. Babington would pass the day 
at the Hall, he had no objection to keep 
the engagement sh6 had made with lady 
Cotman for that day, if she had not alreaidy 
sent to put it Qf£. Sir Montague, he add- 
ed, had no fever, and was so extremely 
pleased with Mr. Babington, Mfho, to mudi 
medical knowledge, added the manners, 
sentiments, and information of a gentle- 
man, Hiat he felt no compunction at leav- 
ing him for a few hours, and that this day 
would be particidarly convenient to her 
brother. EHaabeth, as ^ may be readily 
imagined, felt tolenibly annoyed at this 



THE BALANCE OF COHlFOBT. 119 

note, the engagement having never exist- 
ed but in her own assertion. She carried 
the note to her mother. 

" See now," said Mrs. Vernon, ** what 
a difficuky you are in ! How much——" 

" Oh, for Heaven's sake ! spare me text 
and sermon," said Elizabeth, peevishly. 
'^ I can so readily anticipate all the ti- 
tum-ti which grave^and wise mammas hate 
ready cut and dried for* such oocasioHs. 
Only d© tell me what I am to say to this 
eternal plague of mine — ^taking every 
thing for gospd." 

** Nay, my, dear," replied Mrs. Vernon, 
not very well ple^ised, " you must say and 
do what you please, or rather what you 
can. Say h$r l^yship does not expect 
you fonday." 

"^ Well, that cescitainly is true aomigh, 
and jperhaps he maiy be satisfied without 
mquiring farther. But theu I dare -say. 
George will thinkit necessary to say ^some- 
thing impertinent, as boys always do, if 
they speak at all, at his age-**perkaps gD 
to Addorley, and make a confuflion tliere* 
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and then ure shall have her ladyship, with 
, her broad, pu%, white face, coming to 
hear all about it. This comes of telling 
an innocent fib now/' 

Mrs. Vernon lodked significantly, but 
said nothing. 

. *^ Pray, my dear mother, forget and lor* 
give niy raidaiess just now," said Eliza- 
beth. *' How you could iporalize now 
upon the heinousness of all fibs, black and 
.white! To the inconvenience attending 
them 1 subscribe heart^y, and I really 
think— Lord! how impatient these male 
fooh are ! Here comes my spouse and my 
brother. Help me out, for goodness sake.** 
The explaiiation was awkward enou^, 
and Arlingham was in a violent passion, 
and immediately settled to return home 
the next day. Elizabeth had scarcely ever 
seen him so angry, and was very seriously 
sorry ^r the. fit of ill-humour and deter- 
mined opposition which had led her into 
iso uncomfortable a situation. He return- 
ed immediately to Lark-HaU to take leave 
of sir Montague, to whom$ however^ he 
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ns^e some excuse foreign to the kA one, 
unwiUiqg to^i^pose bis wife, thwgb great- 
ly o£fended. Gec»*ge Vernon too BSecp^ 
,gce$t indignation, but for tbM^ his usket 
cared nothing, and isaw him lide oflf in a 
Solent rage with perfect compoi^ure. She 
was too mudi annoyed by aU that ba4 
luti^ned to find any indination i^ farm^ 
cafts, «and left aU hfo* apologies fia* sudb a|) 
omisskm to bar, mother and sister^ per^ 
'feotly indiSGbtent whether the people were 
oSended^M: not Arlingham letumeid late 
m the evening from Mrs. Pringle^ and 
9d[«8|ng ^y «u^r, took leave of the la- 
iiies, 4et€nnmed^ as he said, to be off very 
•€ai4y ^ t;he morning. Elizabeth, thus in* 
eluded ixi an 'Vrapgement very dj^sagjcjee* 
^ble, and in wbi<^h her pleasure had not 
been at dU cx)nsulted, was much inclined 
to irel^se into reproaches; but ^e saw 
faiin so seriously and gloomily angry, that 
$be 4axed not, and bidding them a me« 
lapdiply farewell, Wfis competed to be 
obedient and silent 
VOL.JI. a 
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^* Thank God ! Arlingham is not my 
husband," said Isabella. " I could not live 
with such a temper as his." 

" And do yoii think lie is entirely with- 
out excuse ?" her husband answered. 
** Does he receive no provocation ? Pm 
sure I could not live with Elizabeth. I 
should soon tire of a gloomy wife, however 
attentive she might be to every other duty, 
but a taunting one I must fly from." ^ 

Isabella understood him, and resolved 
not to ^ve way to low spirits, or a dispo- 
sition: to repine. 

Mrs. Vernon and Althea occupied the 
same apartment at the vicarage, and when 
they retired to it, Mrs. Vernon gave way 
to the tears she had with great difficulty 
repressed sp long. Althea wept too. 

** How much unhappiness do I foresee 
for my poor mistaken Elizabeth T' said she. 
^* She might have been so differently situ- 
ated, for she had every thing which for- 
tune and consequence could give her. Her 
husband had foibles, and was not of a su- 
perior understanding; but what man could 
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\ieBf that his wife should i)e the person tei 
:aaiinadvert and expose htm? And to^ 
morrow I dare «ay th^ will go quarrel- 
ling all the way homeland enter th6: house, 
which ought to be the scene of thw great- 
est happkiess, with every feeling but good 
ones towards each other. How diflFerferitly 
did I think of Elizabeth's temper Undei: 
my roof P' 

'' lihhik," jreplied Althea, « shelias this 
time gone so much farther than she in- 
tended, or at leaat the i^onsequences are sa 
much moFe serious afiid prolonged, that 
^e will be frightened, into goodbehayiour^; 
and .more anxious to make her peace withi 
Arlingham than to exasperate him far^-. 
ther/* 

" A very precarious dependence that,* 
said Mrs, Vernon. " Isabella I. hope will 
act very differently, thou^ I im not 
wholly without my fears for her. Ifi how- 
ever, she errs, it wHl Aot be from iU-t«n-j 
per, or a want of ^tention to her duties. 
But Fhilipson had be^u so exeluisively a<v 
G2 
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ciutoined to her attentions himselC tlorft 
lie camiot bear she should divide them, 
even with his child; and sudi are her no- 
tions t^a parent's dutf^ that^he will hard* 
]y be prevailed on to quit the baby fer 
hiiD, and then he will fly oflP, and tliey 
^ will begin to dispute. Oh ! how many 
cares have the happiest marriages r 

•* The time I am here," replied Althea, 
^ Isabella will be aUe to give up het time 
IS mudi to her diild as she ongfat to wi^ 
and it » this that makes me so desirous of 
stajiing here, till my little namesake is old 
' enoagh to be more safdy entrusted to h^ 
imrse-maid. Isabella may then return to 
her old habits of walkoig, send riding, and 
gardening, with Philipson, and I shall not 
be xmssed, lEtnd then I shall rettfrn ahd 
setde at home, where^ by that time, Har« 
liet will be settled too, I hope." 

^ You sludl g0 to Tomngton Lodge 
then," 45aid Mrs. Vemcxif '' wh^re Mns« 
Charlton b very anxioifs to see yon. Did 
you ysicm tiiat Tomngton is n^ry near sir 
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^* No, indeedrtr-tkafc i^ I dM nM know 
to whom CfaarleTille bekngipBt \ am 
woay for tha^ I tkink^ for fieqde witt cay 
I go to b^ neair him^ as I find tfaey dipps^ 
to £in€y he is a lover 6f rnine.'^ 

** I wish flie^ said tra^" letiunsd JdErs. 
VemoE^ f'ibr Us sake qnd jnours toa I 
am persuaded be ia attadied to you, whaik^ 
eirer it may be that prevents his owning 
it ; and I think, whoever may be the k^ 
to whom other leportB say he is engaged, 
she would not make him a better wife 
tiban my Althea,'' 

" Year good oplniosti is very dear tn 
me," said Althea^ ^ and with you I am 
mudi more securely haj^y than I believef 
I could be in marriage. I assure yoa^ 
when I talk of old maids, I may appear t<» 
be laughing, but I am very serioQst and 
alter aU the happy ifftomen I have seen in 
that state, and the wretchedness i have 
witnessed In the other, I* have no heai- 
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tation in maldng. my choice. ia their &^ 
Vour.'* . 

• **^ Pretty talking in a girl of twenty ^ I 
mil yet bfope to see yon a ha^y wife; or; 
in sir Montague's own words, ' one of the 
happkst of wives and mothers,.' as I am 
persuaded you will be one of the best 
You, who have be^ii exemplaiy as a 
daughter, a sister, and a friend, cannot be 
otherwise in the still nkwre important du- 
' ties which annex ta.the conju^ and ma- 
temal ties.", 

The next mcmiing Mrs. Veraon and 
AXihegi, were down otairs^ long before the 
travellers were ready to go ; and Arlingr 
ham was notsorry to get a good breakfkst, 
free of expence. He and Elizabeth seem^ 
ed more ccKnfortable than on the preced- 
ing evaiing ; and this gave their anxious 
friends great pleasure, and enabled them 
all to part with more cheerfulness. Mh 
Arlingfaam gave Mrs* Vernon a civfl in- 
vitation to Westhaven; and turning to 
Althea^ with more warmth than was umai 



TH£ BALANCE OF COMFORT. \%7 

with him, preyed her very earnestly to 
go to them very soon, adding, he was sorry 
!Elizabeth had not secured her as a thii^d 
in their carriage now* ** You can do more 
with this odd-tempered girl than any 
body/' said he, with a sort of grave smile, 
and tapping Elizabeth's cheek ; " and I 
pronjise you, I often want assistance to 
manage her properly* So do come Very 
soon/*^ 

'^ I shafi manage him at last," said Eli- 
zabeth, in a triumphant whisper, ** and 
dearly shall he pay for his tricks.^ 

Alth^a shook her head gravely ; Eliza- 
beth laughed ; and the carriage drove off* 
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ne tvildik hiilk not Btich a litflft af yiMi. 
But wben you will, the stoiy sImU be cbang'd r 
Apollo flies^ aii4 D^bna holds^be cha^. 

jSi&vkkAL ^s pLmi on quik% €iio^h. 
fifizab^h'i ikt^f tl^HttoH&cl tbeir 8a& ^-^ 
rivM at We^tftafVen^^riR;^!* It \m \MVp)temiUt 
-Hte^^triHe jetiitiey t^iM slie bad ih^tored 

ately immersed in rural business; atid 
she was driving about when she .could 
command her horses. " I must not omit 
telling you cme piece of news,, however,'*' 
she continued* " The time I was away,, 
and frequently railing at my husband, he 
was busying himself in ordering me the 
prettiest little cabriole you ever beheld; 
and breakijQg in for my sole use a beauti^ 
ful poney, just bigger than a donkey. I 
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iiwn my conscience does give me a twingie 
or two — but why eoidd not the jnan aay 
so at Feltham? It would have spared 
many a frown on my hrow. Beally h^ 
has some tolerably agreeaUe notions ; and 
afler all* I am iixcliped to think mine is 
ihe best way of manj^ng hiDOu Yon 
would'give way and «pQil lam quite.'* 

This letter was very CQnsolatory, ^ngib 
the opnciusion was not e^iactly bb it ought 
to have been. In ibe mean time^ m Mwr 
tague y^ya^our jvas gra4tf ally recovering, 
and was npw weQ enou^ ^ bid farewell 
to his hospitsible entertainers at LaiikrHalL 
He mentioiiied hjis inteis^ion pf going ijo 
the course of a day or two to the Lea^ 
having promised Mrs. Vernon to stay 
there a short time« as soon as he could yc* 
move This wa« the vgnal for sighs and 
ieanr, and ^very symfitam of mehndioly 
in Miss FiK^e. It was impasabfe for 
Vavasour* though, the least of a eo^coml^ 
iof any map bi3e^hing; to shut Im ^jm to 
her piefer^nfse xi hi^ and ail he i^auJd ^9 
g3 
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wds to behave with cold and uniform pot 
liteness, studiously excluding every ap>- 
pearance of the most common galliantry*. 
Had he not been differently engaged, and 
had he never seen Altliea, Miss Pringle, 
with all her money, would' never have 
won a heart like hisw Determined, how- 
ever, to lose nothing for want of making 
her own wishes fully understood; she took 
all possible opportunities of making down^ 
iright love to him ; and it was pretty cer- 
tain that sir Montague's honour was the 
greatest safeguard of lier own. In spite 
of her evident partiality, and several broad 
hints from Mrs. Pringle, the hard-hearted 
baronet fixed the final moment of his con- 
tinuance at the Hall ; and the day arrived; 
in Phoebe-s estimation, cruelly fast. 

" You will leave us then,** said she, as 
she joined him on the lawn, whither she 
had watched him sauntering to look for 
his curricle and servant. ** You. will go — 
]go too in that detested vehicle, which has 
already so nearly deprived the world of its 
greatest ornament."^ 
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^* You are very good* to think thus 6f 
my safety," he replied, blushing both for 
her and himself. " I have no fears of my 
horses, notwithstanding the , trick they 
{)layed me. Allow me now to thank you^ 
Miss Pringle, for the many attentions you 
have so kindly shewn so troublesome a 
guest, and to hope I may be allowed at 
some future time '*'. 

" Oh! what — ^what would you ask that 
I can refuse?" said she, in the greatest 
agitation. ^* Oh» cruel and insmisible man ! 
do you at length feel for me ? But what 
would you request? Ask any thing — 
. every thing — ^my life^— rmy fortune-" 

" You are too good, madam, much too 
good," replied the baronet, extremely dis- 
gusted, and anxious to fly from such non- 
sensical rhapsody. " I merely intended to 
say, that if at any future time we should 
meet in any public place, you would al-^ 
low me to avail myself of the honour of 
your friendship, and renew our present ac- 
quaintance." 
V « Is that all?" said Phoebe, poutii^. 
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^ Ates F I c&ali Hot live to a veRewti of' 
ai^quaintance. I shall mqrely drag on a 
faated exktenoe in tkese dreary sliadek, aikl 
filiortly end a life which your cruelty must 
render misieteble ; then» when I am a pale^ 
<Bold» iifeless^ eorpse^ eadi animated featufe 
itnouldeiiiig lb the dust, yoK may vainly 
Wish yo«i ba^ shewn some compslssion to 
my woes, and pity the poov girl who dies 
§» yott.*^ 

A^ $he toneluded this })athetic appeaf» 
ftrfatth occasioned in VaTESOur na small 
kidbiationto laugh^ so perfectly vnas he 
'ssstneA <tf its being merely ec^ed from 
some ab^uf d Geftnaa ti6v^» and witibout 
any reference to ffie real $tate lif her heart,, 
ihan isthe reclined her )^x>ad, white, un- 
meaning fiM^bead against a tree^ and de- 
«Wedfihe%w«^l^ feint. Tired of the farce, 
and ifn|)atient of h» folly, Ibe had a great 
inind to lebve hei? to the promised fit, well 
'€X)minGed thsA in sut^ a case she would 
itetently rieco^^r; gravdy, hwvever, aiad 
without the least appearance of intevest,. 
%iie offisDed to go and send 6onie one ta her 
2 
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assistaiiee, or he wcnild support ker home ; 
but soflaeiss yielding to anger and disap^ 
pokitaoieiit, she bar^ kto a {Mssion of 
tears, just as htx xnothw eame up to dieiBr 
and^ loudly called to know VfbBt was tt^ 
matter, and what she cried f(Mr ? 

* <%, he sooms rae, insults me^ refuses^ 
my love,'' said PhoebeK ay ii^ louder than 
ever; '* and I know it is all for that Al- 
tbea Vemoir. I told her all th^ seerets ot 
Bxy fond heart,, amd siae has betcayed me, 
and taken advantage ^ all I tovfided to> 
her, and j9tolm awi^ his love from me." 

^ She's a base wix«ft then^" rq)fied Mrs.- 
Pringle; •* and I'll be even vith her, that 
I viH. Come, che^ \x^ my dd9WiSt, and 
don't lament tbus for no man. Surely 
Miss Phoebe Fdngle* with fifty thousand 
pounds, iieed m)t beg &r. a husband. If 
von vont, another vill; and a lord's ebove 
a barcffiigfat. A ^oor return » though you 
make us for uH ve have done» mr, I'm &ee 
to oenftss. Howsomever, don't think ve 
orart your aUianoe~&r from it. As to' 
Miss Wemon, you are quite veloome to 
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pay vhat dewotion you like thwe. She 
has no fyrtin, you' know, I suppose, and I 
think she have used Miss Pringle ungen- 
. teelly, and so she shall know afore she's 
much olden*" 

" Allow me one word, madam," said sir 
Montague, with a dignity of manner which 
awed even MrSi Pringle, and still more 
deeply \^ounded the heart of her silly 
daughter; ** Miss Pringle must exonerate 
• me from any attempt, at any time, to gain 
her affections; she will also do me the jus- 
tice to say I have always.' treated lier with 
a politeness very fer removed fi?om scorn 
or insult. I cannot command my heart 
suiiicientTy to lo^e her, in the common ac^ 
ceptation erf the' wor4 ; but I WQuld will- 
ingly respect both her and youy to whom 
I have so many and great obligation^, 
which I shall ever gratefully remember 
and adcnowledge. As to the insinuations 
you have thrown out respecting Miss Ver- 
non, t only condescend t6 notice /them for 
Aer sake ; she is above any sarcasms which 
4san be leveUed at her. I admire. and ^k 
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teem Miss Vernon, as a model of delicacy, 
propriety, good sense, and good temper- 
but my hattd ha& long been engaged to 
another.'' 

A silence of a few minutes followed', in 
which time the curricle drove. up; and sir 
Montague having previously paid hfs 
thanks and compliments to Mr. Pnngley* 
now repeated th^m again to the ladies; 
and every thing being ready, he mounted 
his c£»-riage, and wias driven rapidfy away^ 
leaving the mother and daughter,- whe 
puzzled him to decide which wasr tbe 
greatest fool, with only one source df corns- 
f(»1:, namely^ that if Phcebe was not the 
chosen lady, neither was Althea. 

* Sir Montague was soon settled in the 
best apartments in Mrs. Vernon's house-; 
and very assiduously George attended himv 
Althea, of course, was absent, and very 
seldom the subject of conversation, though 
it was very evident to Mrs* Vernon he 
thought of little else. Frequently he 
seemed on the point of speaking to her, 
with an earnestness too great for a mere 
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common tppic of conversation^ 9nd as eon- 
stantly be checked himself, and taUted with 
unusual Yolul»lity upon some sulgect, in 
which it was easy to see he had no i^iie. 
ffest Delicacy, aS' ooin^, witiyieid Al- 
£hea^s f^iaaily &om spenjwig pf her in tbe 
high terms in which th^ ail Ijiought of 
her; but Vavasour e^asUy diacov^r^d that 
she.was th)e idol of Hiem aU,,and &$ut evm 
her eldev sisters faow^d to hef opinion e^ 
Superior to their own.- George was not 
sAuch in the habit of pr9^, and 9 sense 
of propriety Ai^stniisied jhis itongue in 
iqpcakingof Akhear but yet he i^viden^ 
preferred her to any of fei$ sisters^ w^ re- 
spected her advice. Sir Mont^^ue ^j^hed^ 
«s he thoi^ht cf a{L that might eventu^ly 
iwpevenfc his -ever ^ndepivoimi^ to make 
auch a treasure his ovm ; wd the more be 
eonsideredj, the n^ce intricate appenfed 
lii& fate. He dined once or twice at X^ 
iipson'^, a:|iore for /^e plaasi^^of h^v^ itt 
her iG0oekty than because he ^ed him.^ 
£>r Philipson "was inot* a mssk he mueh ad- 
<mired; and Isabella h^ tbo]iig)4 iQ^pi^**^ 
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fet» whilst he sougftt the dangierous mduU 
grac^ ha UUmed himself for his^My^ and 
made resolutions, which the next tempta- 
tiDn birdk^. To airoid tiie vepetition of 
sticAi Mures in Ibrbeairance, he determiii- 
ed td d^Mtrt, md his arm being now 
aeatif i^% he ordered his man to pack 
up ; and to avoid entreaties, whidi he 
knew not iow to resist, he said nothing 
of Ins int^tron to his friends^ till the boor 
before his departure^ and then took lieave 
in a fainriled maniiei^ whid^ to those who 
could read his hesart, carried his exca^le 
with it Althea, though she had been 
te^ isL his dcmipany than any other of herr 
fatndy, ftlt his loss much moie sen^bly 
than they did, and much tnore than she 
chose ahouM be suspected. Slie had al- 
ways found a titnely exertion of reason 
suffldent in every exigency, and it did not 
desert her now ; and so well did she con- 
eeal her fbelings, that Isabdla, witit alopk 
of wmider, and something of disapproba-^ 
tion, declared she was so insensible, it 
was perfectly unnatural^ and what sha 
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hated to see in so young a ^L Altihek 
smiled, and allowed Isabella to think what 
she pleased. 

EVeiy thing now, as Fhilipson said, re- 
turned to its old stupid way. He loved 
society so much, that though he was pru- 
dent enough not to seek it, . and hadin-^ 
deed declined all dinner-risitS' in the neigh- 
bouiiiood, he was delighted when be could 
make out a necessity for going out, oc 
giving a dinner ; and very much he miss-^ 
ed Mrs. Arlingham, whose stay at hisp 
house had introduced a gayer system than 
usual, and which, when it ceased with her 
presence, left him duller than even Isa- 
bella, tliough she now ^ve up more of her 
time td him than she approved, had cer- 
tainly lost something of her influence^ by 
haying ever appeared to neglect him, and 
this being the first time the vicarage had 
ever been so gay^ it seemed additionally 
dull> after that gaiety had given place to^ 
old habits, which he found it. difficult to 
. fall into easily. Althea saw she must not 
think of leaving them, at present;, finr 
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Bella, disheartened at perceiving that she 
gave up her own wishes in vain, was fre- 
quentl3r on the point of falling again inta 
the error which had already cost her so 
much, and which, Ijut for Althea, she 
would have done* Besides all this, every- 
place now was beautified. The shrub* 
beries were planted and thriving? — the 
aviary was ccmiplete — and the venSnda 
finished, and overhung with beautiful 
creepers. Isabella no Idnger found time 
to garden by his side ; and what was ;stiU 
a greater drawback to his spirits than all^ 
he found bills coming in for all these ele- 
gant improvements, <much faster than be 
could pay them, and much heavier than 
he expected; and the rector of Fairfield 
Mras still as likely to Hve as ever. Of Ar- 
lingham's manner^ in speaking of Fairfield, 
he could not think without a cold chill,, 
and forcibly banished the recollection from: . 
his mind tvhenever it recurred, which 
nevertheless it would somethnes do, in spite 
of all hia endeavours* 
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i^l^l bftpless wreteb ! condMno'd tp dweU 
For erer in mj native shell; 
Ordftin'd to move when otbera pjease, 
' NQtftiriDyoime0Bteiii^»tfi9O^ Cowpsb^ 

TiMK passed ou t&u6 till t&e winter ogain 
csame round ; aiidFfailipsou then (Mitnved 
ft> dissipate &e ^ lagging hours" more to 
his likkig» hy growing immoderatdy fond 
of huntiBg* Shooting he had always 
lovie4 and the season he&re, he had pur* 
aued it pleasioiijy^ rationally, and pxofit* 
ably, by making it a aource of occasional 
fupply to his household. He had never 
allowed it to break in upon hi^sodal even- 
mgs, which, but for i^im, Isabella would 
have spent alone; but letuming home to 
a comfortable dinner, at ^ reasonable hour,, 
had passed the rest of the time in reading 
or conversing with her; He knew uot^ 
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duxing the first yeaa: (nearly) of hk mar- 
iiage, what contradiction was ; and though 
ids wife was notv^ all that was excellent and 
attentive, he was ubt of 4i temper to fin-get 
that she had prefeoied sitting by her deep* 
ing in&nt to walking with him ; and no 
longer made ha: his first object of interest 
His home wm moreover now embittered* 
by the thoughts of debts, which he had 
210 immediate means of dischar^ng; and 
he began to look forward, with no very 
pleasant anticipation, to a large fiunily 
and a small income. He was not at aQ 
disposed to give Mmself up to*these reflec- 
tions, more than he could b^lp, and there- 
fere entered with avidity into the turfou^ 
lent delights of hunting. His poney wad 
exdiangedlbra handscHne horse; and the 
litfle Iboy who used to give the poney an 
ocoasioiial dressing, shiaorp knives, and weed 
the garden, was superseded by a young 
man in the village, who was well paid, 
bttt whom, as he did not live in the house, 
I%ilipi^n &d mot consider as a •servant 
He Iffieiw he was wrong in all t?his, and he 
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saw ihat Isabella was unhappy at it; though 
she said nothing.. But he gtew sD thought- 
ful, and' so morose at home, that she. en- 
deavoured to find out. it was better he 
should be amused abroad ; and as he never 
entered into hunting-dinners, eitiier out or 
at home, she becsHise less uneasy, though by 
no means reconciled to his new occupation; 
whilst she tyied, by every m^ns in lier 
power, to lessen domestic experices, by way 
of making the balance even ; and denied 
herself every thing in the shape of indul- 
gence. 

As long as Althea remained near her, 
she had one certain source of comfort; 
and it was this consideration which yet 
detained that excellent girl from other 
friends, all anxious to see her. But Al- 
thea'is health began to fail with her spirits; 
and Mrs. Vernoti at len^h insisted upon 
her going for a few weeks to Westhaven, 
where they had long been n^ost anxious 
to see her, promising herself to' be as 
much with Isabella as possible. Harriet 
Vernon had now left the friends sba had 
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long been staying with, and was settled 
with her. mother. George was studying 
law in the Temple, with the idea of being 
a counsellor, and as he was nearly of age,' 
and would then be independent, and able, 
if he pleased, to assist PhUipson, the' 
sisters endeavoured to cheer their spirits 
with the hope that he would not withhold 
what he would then be well able to spara 
George hftd been too well tutored by Ar- 
lingham to like the less worHly Philipson;' 
and of that Althea was more aware than 
Isabella; but still she hoped, that affec- 
tion for his sister would overcome his dis- 
like of Philipson's imprudence, and in- 
duce him to lend, at least, if he would not 
give, the necessary means of freeing him 
from his most pressing embarrassments. 
Althea was his favourite ; and as she knew 
he was( to pass his Christmas at, West- 
haven, she agreed to meet him there, and 
seek for some ^vourable opportunity of 
softening him in favour of his hrofher-in-. 
lew. I^sabella hardly knew how to part 
with Althea ; and felt the company of Har- 
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tietapooroompetisation. Thit; young lady 
1ms hitherto made no figure in the tnnals 
of her &mily, and wa$ ihdeed yery little 
Icnown to themsdves. At school sihe 
fi>rmed an intimacy widi a young lady of 
large fortune and ^eonsequ^ce, which ri. 
pened into a mutual friendship) much^ 
more sincere than such attaciuEnenfts4isual^ 
ly do. 

Miss LasceBss hsd very indiffaient 
lealth, and heiBg the t>n]y <^ld, was in- 
dulged in every wish- Fortunately her 
good sense was equal to her power; and 
her pasents were justified ki their extreme 
partiality fat her. With her, tlarriet had 
passed sevoal years, and had becoQie mid- 
most a stranger to her own Qonne:xj[ons. 
The death ^f Miss Lascelles restored her 
to Hiem, tfaiiugh Mr. and Mrs. LAscelles 
still wished her to eontinue their gueat 
Anxious, however, to renew her eariy af^ 
lections, she pr^rced tetunsing home, 
promisiBg to visit tikese exoellent Gwods 
occasionally; and ^e had he&i a few 
weeks only at the Lea, whan Alttea gr&F 



^mc iBA3.iiiirDB ^rm cenFOia?. tut 

rfotAivta^iBiittoWest^^ Ititnlf 
ikfkf^n& itiiat a srtiiatk>n like that HUanAet 

Memx^gm !^ «icU nor^diitto i^br. fSii^ 
rwiHSi wisrmg^ kk, a :gr^t sna^siiK, Jfirdft 
iher d»im jEanSJ^r; lialw^iiited ^ lilicmM 
isS^ fob^d ilfiwst fMoestaiy to hw iswHi^ 
«ii4l ^thf^mfore. jfeMnqut^ed \^th ^e{gm<^ 

Jiirliidi/dt^ didmi>tiliidik« a tege^tirib 
4o ivtivmrarit ib e^ ^iUtgeHlie jtould ndb 

^biutdrcd'pflSHi&s, andariv^^^B^ .iina^ 
-niK^ tod rithede ivBvb ?&e gmtertiafivHiP- 
ii|^«cihB;4ie«HaBd':floai dber )iiilamacyjaBiL 
AaendbUpL o jSianidtwas quiteith^ wrnnflf^ 
of . ftidiionji cbhd Jood iaoqiiked, nvith hsr 
ftknB^ Wwifai aaeepmpMnii^nM moM 
irfiQiy aintt ' i w dfo L^ JEttia ivoS'Cold andvefc- 
wrvttdi ia'liir>^QQaluifara^ BXid sooa Savcoi 
lioiv^difldeidt atrinki k w<iidd be-ib asaiiiii^ 
latewiOlthtoliiteM. Tims, di^Bbtrntfinta 
I9b9i(n ^ die ~i^ a rveiy poer aufartitiite; 
in l3abdl^sfiamly^icr*tiK;ack9^ lasefiij^ 
vau II* H . i 
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Cheerful Althea;' and very unwillingly 
the latter left her post Harriet seemed 
mueh better qualified for Westhaven Park 
ihah for Feltham Vicarage; and Mrs, 
PUlipson found hc^ at times rather a bur- 
then than an assistant ; nor did Phiiipscm 
admire her; for she was no walker, had al- 
iways been accustomed to a fire in her 
mom» a servant. to wait upcm her^ and 
9ralked fiom room to room in a great In- 
iia Am9l. With all this, how^ever, b^ 
heart was not bad, and her disposition li- 
hecal; and many fittle. oomfiirtfi were pro- 
dued by her means fi»r Isabella, and many 
little artidea of apparel for the baby, wiumi, 
hxmerer, Ae did . not notice miich^ not 
being' fond of chiidreKt Althea had dis- 
<^losed to her some particulan of Phflip- 
aon's situation, and the enfasoMsments 
which so materially dertroyed hk domes- 
tic oomferto; and Sbrriet, thoc^ Ae hs- 
taned eoldly enough, assured Althea, tiiat 
if he became very serioudy diatreissed; and 
]ier brother would not relieve him, she 
would. 
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• ^^ At the same time,'* said clie, "I ^ink; 
on every aocount, it will be right to make 
tlie trial of George's generosity, for lie isr 
lidb, and can aarist him witliout fecfing 
it»' whikt my« poor pttanoe wfll, I per^- 
wive,/J>e very necessary 'to pnxmie me a 
lliousaad mdul^geiKies essential to my com^ 
fiirt I ind I must wait on myself, so I 
have nothing to do but subnut; but I 
oamiotlive tfaroU^ the winter without a 
fire in my bedroom. I must have a glass 
ef Fort every day, &r Jilrs. PUl^pson's' 
slops I oumot drink. I never wealr a 
ocdoured gown, nor a white one two di^s, 
eonsequentiy 0if wvishtng is expensive. 
I must have the finest soap Ibr my hapds 
^^-^Hsdlk stockii^ at all tunea— kid shoes; 
aiid^4n short, my d€»r Althea, I have so 
long hem accuatomedl to^very thing su- 
palative^ that I cannot live without them. 
I lammt Ihis extrsmdy, and wish now 1 
had never left »y home, but had shared 
with you, all my Ufe, that mediocrity to 
whioh I am now condemnedi and whidi. 
n2 



IhiS TRE BxziA.!NCE xxf ccfwtfosn: 

«^eihfc. Id' sit <eafy eAouf^ upoBi you. Mj 
Hftie-ineotite wffl^abls me in |irocttrefbr 
tiytSfikese liMle di^galtadeB, and if it Sah, 
1 Boia^ i-)su|^pose, 'tty ix> :canifoiin iatay 
fybK -IfIcaaBat'itadtO'is(tbeHii'ft^ncotn&, 
1 win ncMT'cpstther 4n «xtm!^iiny. I^m 
.giieved bel^bttAv aam m m td'see'fosr again 
lb ftb^ fiHfniily.way;.>aiid'tiiiiik oif ttietge 

, ^tliAiil&mt, Aldi^a/';' 
■'. ^U'i* « )aU 4llii^». v^liad AMie^ 

-^ aM.'imk • tbe rfti6re -tiiiKioitt- to ipay fiiy , 
fit^ TJiaKJ aoMc, wr lay knotlnr s«ett» f» 
thinks JtqcdR 'chan^ -of ^ Wltd s«€h«, 
ffaat I nrty^be aMft ^to'idev6t«'li)tp^^}ftd>h^ 

week' iini-fMB !a M«hbH< ¥1^ 'lidtfa 'ivecr 
Whm t irelfMftH Vw^'V^^tai^lik^ tM» 
wy plMb tta«r&k^ ^iMfe iWHift ti^fi^r. «^ 
criarted'fo(!)r<fbtfa4Aoimir' 

i^gret dwt i'db :4M> it, imt ^ <c«}il6t be^ 
itnolr. .Mn.'I(teoeltts wDidd trittingi^ 
lCilP<^lc^ in« «t€lxhrelan«l,i)uti IhMc it 
my duty to come Boir to my fiunily. I 



ieknowitdge^ howemv, ta you, that I 
wdooB in^xpnasiUy on tbe tikiee montiis 
Ibave pix»nised to spend there mesyiyeus, 
and wiU takeoaxeto select them next time 
Mi tke winter. Yqu }itfien4 1 suppose, tcr 
,iiwtTcff]niigt0a Lo4g& before you aretum?' 
jLltbea 1pi&iu&«d m dm tbaught of k» 
proxivxity tP:Cba«teYiQ9, «i¥itl>ermEi&isjpiik 
W99 Wt ^wbftsived by I&iX^ , Ste 
ioeiely replied alPQ w§s opt q)iii;e 001^ 
jdiQUt tWt; md H^ermt i^liiig .^lA 9b^ 
Jbad Qo right to ei^peet her cdnfidoiice, ad^ 
^ Qo questioiifi, and tbe matter dropped. 
. The spirits of ail t^ ^ifikers, daooped bb 
ihe time appKoadied. £>£ tbeir squntknv 
for they aU more andmore'd»ao«e»dho0iiir 
unfit Harriet vras to suj^ly Althea's place, 
imd none mo^e than Harriet herself^ That 
Isabella, did not visit much was a greatia- 
iief to her, for except to lady Cotman's, or 
Mrs. Fringle's, she would hajnily bav^ 
eondeaoended tb attend her. She looked 
down with great hatUeur on all the little 
people, who, offended by her assumption 
of consequence, which they thou^t did 
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not become her; lodced down iii rettin bb 
het; andIiu!ighedbyt6eiKMeiTe9^iaidiiiade 
jfsnarks which would have greatly snnay^ 
ed her could she have heardtfaem. It was 
liot that Harriet thought the Prin^ds of 
any real oxisequence, since his forhiner, 
largo as it was, was acquired in a very vul- 
^gar trade; but they lived ki some sort of 
style, kept a carriage and servants ; sind 
she fi>und herself better waited on, and sat 
down to a better table than at home or at 
Isabella's. She was a good deal at Lark* 
Hall, for Mrs. Pringle fo«uid Ae was very 
iashionabie^ had very good, though liigh, 
jnannen^ and knew a great many fine folks 
and fine anecdotes. 

, Mm Fimgle, ednce the fatal tennination 
of her passion for sir Montague Vavasour, 
had entirely ^eased all intimacy with Al- 
thea, wkom ihe always suspected of having 
prejudiced nim against her, though it was 
evident she had no designs on hiip herself. 
Besides, she had just seme enough to see 
that Althea held her in great contempt, 
and inwardly laughed at her, and this she 
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oould not forgive. Harriet in reality did 
the same ; but she found so many comforts 
in the establishment of Lark-Hall, that she 
was satisfied to bear with the iblly of the 
daughter, the vulgarity of the mother, and 
the stupidity and ignorance of the father, 
to share pretty frequently in luxuries which 
«he could not command at home. She 
n^uld have preferred the same intimacy at 
Adderley Manor, but the Cotmans were, 
with the exception of sir Thomas, prouder 
und odder than herself, and looked upon* 
ber as very little superior to the compa9^ioi» 
of the late Miss Lascelles^ whilst they ri-» 
dieuled her haughty manners, which they) 
called second-hand airs, copied from. her< 
kte mistress, f But they said this in a very ^ 
snug way, for they had no sort of wish to. 
displeaseOeorge, who would, they thought, 
be a very proper match for one of the many ^ 
ready daughters. 



im. TBfi MMLMjust <m amnni^ 



CHATTER XEL 



#r I iw »'» ■>■<■# i»*< 



(ij«G«£al^ ami iiM^ all 1^ dot%^ 
Blcssiog and blest where'er she goe^^. 
pun bosbi&'d as the watery glass,. 
. jlniiunvwNdicni^mlieraMs.. Cimiipi 

^ax 4^7 which Koiean Althe«!9 depwtul^ 
jifitvMdi M dismul ^ licf aeE. lUm on^ 
«o^5 hmiP)F ekm^ 9nd % axtimgwmii. 
lualedlier on h^jrifikag^ and mcrensed thi^ 
de^K>ad^feey wbidn already fiiledheirraiiida; 
She fieit erne of thgae uiiaoeQiuitaUe4£»£»«- 
1x)^gs wfakh fKffoetiineft M^e^ on the^ 
apiiits^ m spite <if every effort 6f vsamm to 
fiOibdue it; and ccmid she have aongoed 
anj motire for sondizig back Arlii]^faaiii*& 
carriage, which was to meet her half wajr 
on her road, most gladly would she have 
done it. She endeavoured in vain to con- 
quer her depression ; and PhEipson at last 
hurried her forcibly to the chaise, in which 
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'6e intended to accompany her the first 
stage. 

Harriet was a little piqued «t Isabella's 
violent sorrow^ for which she could not ac 
count, and did not herself feel, and Bella 
therefore exerted herself to ovarcorae at 
least the appearance of it.. Very heavily,, 
however, passed the day with all, and in a 
thousand instances were tlie tender assidui- 
ties of Althea,^ and her usually gay spirits, 
missed. In the mean time, Philipson and 
his. companion were rapidly pursuing their 
way, notmuch more exhilarated than those 
they had left, for with all his rattle and ap- 
parent want of observatioYi, hewas-mudi 
attached to Althea, and perfectly cotiscioufi 
of the loss they must dl sustain in her comt^ 
pany. 

** I am very selfisfiyAltiiea,'' said he, " to 
lament as I do your leaving Feltham, for 
I'm sure it has been so duUof late, that I 
only wonder how yon hare beeui able to 
bear it I know I feel vastly indined to* 
fly sometimes, for somehow Bella is not 
H 3: 
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Jialf SO merry as she used to be. I wisfh we 
had never had any brats, for this little girl 
seems to have done any thing but make us 
happier." 

" I am indeed grieved to hear you say 
this," replied Altliea, « particularly as such 
was not always your opinion. Once your 
child seemed so dear to you. If my sister 
has penetrated into this change, I no longer 
wonder at her being less gay, particularly 
in her present situation, to which such sen- 
timents on your part must add many a 
pang." 

" Oh, I do not mean to say that I do not 
love the child ; but, upon nay soul ! AL 
thea, when I think of all my entangle- 
ments, and how likely old Collins is to live 
these twenty years, I tremble at the diffi- 
cuHiep which threaten me. To you I will 
own« what I dare not hint to Bella. I was 
greatly in debt when I married — college 
(l^bts; but I dared not then acknowledge 
mdx a things certain if I did thai: some pru- 
dent friends would step forward and pre- 
vent our marriage. And then I expected 



THE BALANCE OF COMFORT. 156 

this old rector would have popped oflp long 
before this. Besidei^, Arlingham, the ridi 
and prudent, bad giyen me a hint or two 
respecting my year of grace at cdHegeg 
which I was too much in love to take ad- 
vantage af, and I dreaded his interference!. 
Altogether I behaved like^an enamoured 
booby, and now begin to repent of my ten- 
der folly ; not that I regret having married 
Isabella, whom I declare to Gt)d I ta:iderly; 
love, but having married in such a hasty 
unthinking manner as to involve her in 
troubles, which a little prudence might 
have prevented. But a man in love thinks 
of nothing but love — more fool he." 

" But why, knowing that such are your 
present diffiailties, why not retrench where, 
you can ? Instead of keeping a hunter^ 
?nd paying a man extravagantly, as you 
do, why not jeUnquish your horse altoge- 
ther, if you really cannot afford just now 
to keep it? I .assure you, IsabeUa, if she 
does not exactly know, greatl)j suspects 
your embarrassments to exceed the mere 
expenditure here, and has herself made 
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rrary amungeaient the most niggard eecK 
iKMBy can suggei^.'* 

' •< In what? I dorft perceive-it,*'repliedr 
PhiiipsoH; 

' **No, fdt fm »e a giseat deal oiit^ and- 
do not see that which b very eaneftilly con^ 
cealed from you, and whkh I shall not point 
o«t Slie cannot exactly pursue the same" 
|ri[en »ow Harriet is with her^fbr she has 
Ibeen unfortunately aceurtomed to a mode 
of living for some years whicfe maKes the 
test of ours appear intderable*. Do not^v 
for God% sake, add toB^a's other ^ttigaei^^^" 
the misery of fancying you ^ready regent 
your union with her, or think your diild 
an incumbrance. She is already melan- 
eholy enough at the puospeetof so socm 
addmg to her imfmry ;, and if you lament, 
it only on the score of expence^ I shouM 
hope it will be an Addition^ tio on your 
steadihese and affection, md a greater sti- 
mulus to such aicertions as may retrieve: 
yo{ir,afikir6, and enable you to provide for 
«o many claim^its. I hope I do notofiEbnd: 
yod % tibis fteedom, Philipaon ?'' 
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*• Ko, upon my bondur,** he repliect^ 
mudb moved. ^ I am too well awire of 
the afibctign whiefa you hessr us both, and 
which has deeady made so many sacrifices' 
af your own zneMnatum to our comfort* 
Whatever you my and do is dictated equal- 
ly by good sense^and a good beart,.and yousf 
may s^y what you please.!* ^ 

*^ And wssy I». if I find a £ivoufaUe op.. 
pQrtumty> say on^ thing upon this subjects 
toiacorge?' In a very few months he wilF ' 
be M>lie^ to assist you» without inconv^enoo 
to himsd^ and I'hope y&vL will fmd hira 
wflKng. I cwcnot, faoBwre ver, answer for him,, 
ibr I am dot a very iitvanrable; judge of Kia- 
£flpodti0Q, which is less genenous tiian a 
young man's ought to be. I did not like* 
to i^eak of ycMir <;mcevm wilhoat youi^ 
p^mission^ art should hav^ doneso whai^ 
he ivas st the Lea in tiie autumn." 

" You hav^ both 'feeling and ddicjwy to^ 
manage an. ai&ir .of this kind prpperiy," re- 
tmrned Ffaittp6€n>. ^ and I put my se^^ets^ 
in your power to do as you. pkaap. Only 
reqiemlier^ IhoUj^ J can foe truly grateful 
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for kindnesses conferred with good-will 
and without ostentation, I cannot bear to 
owe any thing to any man who will him- 
self have too high an idea of the oUigation, 
and expect me to be servile. By Jove ! i 
had rather sell my last diair than be in- 
debted to such a one.** 

"You shall not," replied Althea; "foe 
if I do not find my brother willing to as- 
sist you as one man ought to asdst another, 
with Uberahty and. delicacy, I will not ac- 
cept his favours. In the mean time, keep 
up your spirits — he kind to Isabella, and 
concur with her in any scheme which pro- 
miseslo bring advantage and economy with 
jt Here is my sister's carriage, and here 
we must soon part" 

"I wish I too had a carriage to offer 
you," said Fhilipson ; " but Vm afraid when 
you come again we shall hardly have a 
donkey cart. However, if we have ever 
any thing worth having, you shall share it 
«~and if we should sink still lower, we will 
not drag you with us." 

" Do not deprejBS my already weak spi* 
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rits," said Alth^a; ** J leave you most uh- 
wiUuigly ; and remember, Edward, when- 
ever I can be of use or comfort to either of 
5COU, I am always at your call — nor, how- 
ever low fortune may sink you, nothing 
but misconduct can make me think any 
thing I can do a sacrifipe. And now, God 
bless you!" 

Philipson made her take soine refreshu 
ment; and the horses on both sides being 
ready, they parted in a very melancholy 
mood, and each pursued their solitary way- 
Such was the influence of Althea ov^ 
the mind of Philipson, such his opinion erf 
her sense and right judgment, that con- 
vinced she had reasoned with propriety re- 
specting his own expences, and touched 
with the hints sh^Jiad given of Isabella's 
contrary conduct, he parted in a few day^ 
with his fine horse and expensive man, 
whom he replaced with the boy he had 
discarded. His horse he did not replace. 
He pursued shooting indeed with greater 
ardour than ever, and was nearly as little 
at home, but this was a much less expeiv 
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si ve amusement than *thiB ather,^ and mnel^ 
tafk*. He was attentive to hh wife, affec- 
tionate to his ehiM, and pofite to Hamet, 
who seemed never to wish for more than 
politenesa, ipr she seemed bom wifiiout 
much of the oommon affections of life, and 
, Bot to think them^nece88ajr5\ 

Isabella, grateful for this ch&nge,, wrote 
in terms of rapturous delight to Althea,. 
to whom her letter eoirGoeyed all the plet^ 
sure she herself felt^ Again Philipsoh's 
4ipirit9 rose, but it was more from the hopefe 
be entertained of George Vernon's friend- 
ly assistance than any thing else ; but this^ 
Isabella did not i^uspeet ; and she therefore 
hoped some of his embarrassments wece 
happily over, and enjoyed the pres^it 
gleam of sunshine without anticipating a^ 
storm. 

Althear was received with great pleasure*^ 
at Westliaven Park, where she' found a 
Mfiall but pleasant party; and traced more^ 
contentment in Elizabeth's eounteiiiaBce 
than usu^9 the only diCumstance whic^ 
^ould re€(»idle her to leaving I^bdOb. Aiv 



ifogltamis fta^nr^s ureve neyer expressive q$ 
jtmcAr 1^ ^ seeiMd cbeerfid]^; 9sid^ they« 
iHqF «ol^>|M9r, whkh Vm^ wliafi sbe'baicH^ 
ixpM^ted. €le»g$ ate&Md' verf ^ay 9lid^ 

PhilifMaiH €0e9^pt to- rail d$ hi» ^tiftva^ 

dpitsElM^ ttndl iboiA^ slie>kile\^ EdwsupcTfl^ 
a»x{^, i^ei n0« i^^^AttiFe TasKI|r upon ha^ 
eild^R¥aui« &9 hSs^ behalP; IisabeHaTs tettei^ 
dMde- tome fevfeWbfe impressions ' wpon< 
6e«ge*s liearf, ahdefficjttaalfy restoh^^ 
tfcea*s gaiety; 'isid she »6w entei^d^ftrtiy 
Efizafeeth's flt^ plahyfofdahdeJjandVisite 
witK, pleasure^ 

. Mt. AfBftgfealM's bitthday w«» feChmt-1^ 
mds'week, pmA aJl werebusy preparing for 
ita celebration, which was to be by a ruraJ 
ball given to the tenantiy. Elizabeth was 
very desiroi» to ask both her sisters, her 
mothei^, and Ffailipson ; and as Arlingham, 
if he fid not promote, did not object to the 
plan, she wrote to that purpose. Isabella. 
and her husband decidedly dedined it ; but 
Mrs. Vernon afifi^ring tg leave ha* own 
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house and takje Haniet's phoe at. Fd^. 
Ham, ibey prevailed on her to* accept t^ie: 
mvitation, and jj^ladly did she do soi Ar^ 
liagham grumUed a little at having to> 
send the carrifige agiun so far; but Eliza-^ 
beth, who^ by Kme «trai^ magic, ap- 
peared to have jr^^ed miieb of ber influ-> 
«ice over him^ pacified him^ md the cha^ 
liot was sent to meet her. Here she was: 
in her element, and began tp live i^n ;* 
and Althea could scarcely rscognize the 
^kngoid, grave» inert woman, who nM>ped 
about the parsoriageJiouse w Uie Lea. 
Every thing went on most gaily for tJie 
birthday; and on the twenty-eighth o^- 
December, a larger and inore festive party 
was collected at Westhaven than had be^Eir 
s^n there since the present Mrs. Arling«> 
ham had presided as its mistress. 
. Althea had never yet mentioiled dt 
Montague Vavasour, but upon her now 
venturing to ask whether he was expect- 
ed at the ball^ she first learned from £li« 
^abeth that he was — ^no one knew where—* 
but certainly gone to m^ny his cousin* 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



-The rami lass, 



Whom onoe her vii^in modest/ and grace^ ^ 

Her artless manners, and her neat attire^ 

So dignified y that she was hardly less 

Than the fair shepherdete of old romance, 

Is $een no more. The cluiracter is lost ! Gowpbi^ 



* Certainly gone to marry his cousin !*• 
lepeated Althea, as Mrs. Arlingham left 
the room on being called down. " Well 
then, miay he be happy ! I know not why 
I should be either surprised or grieved at 
such an event." 

Althea seated herself at her toilet, and 
forgot entirely for what purpose, or that 
she had no time to lose in dressing before 
the company would begin to arrive. A 
beautiful wreath of natural geranium and 
myrtle, with which she had intended to 
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decorate her hair, fell a sacrifice to tBe- 
news she had just heard, and which cer- 
tainly affected her more than she willingr 
fy acknowledged, evett to herself. . She 
sunk into k complete fit of ahstraction; 
and had entirely fbrgotten every thing: 
but snir Montague- Vavasour and his cou* 
sin, till the sound of lau^ter and bustle 
en the staks roused her. She blushed^ 
though her folly was known only to her^ 
self; aiMl hastily gatfamng ^le fsagments^ 
#f her beautiful wreath, finished dressing; 
and left her hair unomamented. 
' Mrs. Arlinglmmy who knew the circuta- 
fitwces^ which hod rendered sir Montague 
an object pf more thap cammon interest 
to her sifter, smSled significantly at the 
plOtini^ess, ahiipst negligence, df her ap- 
pearance, and rallied her upon her sudden, 
change of spiiits. 

Althea feebly deniiadthe charge. 

** Well, as you please," said Elizabeth ; 
^* but I must give you one piece of ad- 
vice. Do not let other people pei«ceive it. 
Every one here knows the reason^ of Va- 



^riwMir's .abtehce; .and there are those 
amon^ ns who know also his attentions 
to you,'h» M^ admkalion of you, and 
^wIm) siispeet that ^hose isenMm^its are re> 
•d}M»cid. &n your part. Whoftoyou think 
Axlin^atei Jies |ii<^ed <Up end brought 
*ere ■ tb hateoiir Ms %ifttiday i> The Prin- 
Jtea."'- .' ■ ■ 

• <** 4?!re Frin^eis? hi the'riWne 6f good^ 
*ei*i, wheite did 'he 'find ^these iiorrid peo- 
^Ifr, and wWy 'did -he hiring tiiem iiere to 
^pefl ttie lileasiW^of 'the evening ?— That 
idiot girl hrtWIt ' 

*« Softly* ' r^ttthied Urs. Aiterghain, 
imghitag. *• H*tfe «& fc&rfe ivhat you -say 
.<rf'tKat'ytftoig1ii^,^c>r I Aih grea'fly tais- 
fak^^f ike -am. 'ndt, ^bftie ^ <^i&ae days^ 
>tebfxii!« V^-ridtir rc9^tioki?' 

«« WHtt^yttutW^eto?" «aia AKhfea. 

« Wl^ iibsei^'W^ fought, and tKett 
gifr)e"'*rife'ytttfr ip^ihittn. 'WrittJh George'* 
att^kiohs in thst quartfer." 
- **6todd'.God! yttti do not *eally meatt 
thM 6e«rge-, With hk ataaple.'fbrtune« ean 
seriotisSy intend to linarfy a giii who*e 



1 66 THE BALANCE OF- COM FQ^^jt 

money is unquestionably her only xecMQr 
mendation. George is meroeoary, I knawj^ 
but I cannot think so ill of him." ; 
., *' Depend upon it, Althef^" replied 
Elizabeth, more gravely, ** George's idol 

* is wealth, and fortunate is it ^ us that 
we are not dependent on him, or want 

^ his assistanjpe in that way, for J believe 
that he would see any of us in great dis* 
tress, particularly if he bdieved our own 
imprudence had occasioned it, without the 
smallest inclination to iielieve it by any 
pecuniary exertions on his part" 
^' I am more grieved than you imagine 
to hesut you say this," answered Altbea^ 
her thoughts reverting to Philipson. '*Aa 
to ]M^S6 Ftingle, I only hope such a np^sM^ 
will never take place, for I should wish to 
love my brother's wi£e, and Tm sure I 
oould neither love nw respect her." 

*^ You would be ratiier a wonder if you 
did, for I believe a brother's wife is gene* 
tally an object of more jealousy and dis« 
like than any kindly feeling. A sister'l^ 
husband is a different thing. Mis$ W!ar^ 
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iender, y6u know^ used to say sisters- 
JD-Iaw hated each other by instinct. I 
don't know how ^fef she was right, as Ar- 
lingham has, fortuiiately, no such incum- 
Immces; but I know I never would have 
submitted to interference from them if he 
had ; and I know I shall hate Mrs. G^rge 
Vernon, if Miss Phoebe evet ctoes bear the 
name." 

Carriages how rattled up so fest, that 
Elizabeth was obliged to run away and 
receive her guests, but Althea remained 
by herself as long as possible, completely 
tinfitted by the various information of the 
evening for any real enjoyment in its 
gaieties. At last, however, she was 
obliged to descend; and the first objects 
which claimed her attention were her 
brother and Miss Pringle, walking up and 
down the saloon. She leaned languishing- 
ly on his arm, with her head, -as usual, on 
one side, loid a wide unmeaning smile on 
Iter vaeant face. George was flirting her 
fin, and endeavouring to look arch and 
lively ; but George's countenance, like 



that of bis ftk enslavar, was not fbrmeA 
for expression. His features ^^r^ &i^ 
l>i^ tbegriwore^ea^tinduiulifigii^^ 
Jbts f>ers<»i was -thick and hiiglKshoiildiered* 
JEIis eyes w«e vestless, but Hotaiwnata^ 
jmd Ms 'jfOGSj^mosi fight» and witbdut 
^colour. 

very fine pearls in lier hair, and was man 
idresse^ Jttian imiel, as if bent <m cdnquiMt 
7o Althw's :(p'ea|t ra^x)mshinent, -^e raft 
ne^gerly ap 4tO'her as ishe. passed and ^fi^ 
yeared amazingly happy fb see h^« wj|id^ 
-as thjeyiiad lately mca^ely -curt^ed ^wjb^ 
4hey did maeti wfaic^ was vef^ymHom^ 
fHiUizled Alt^ 3^4ry naiich. . HoweiTei^ 
she tetumed h&t ifeneWad ««fiour Itatb di*- 
^idlity, and daguiied to ^what adoidclnt It 
fras foymig tJMt ^e :saw lietiaed Hvii 
Pringle so'^rftam^lM^e? 

/' Vhy to (Ei weiy ibttunMe .xAAmt^f 
n^Ued Mrs.'FnD|^» ^o/had ^ddiscbtxp 
to (AJAfaioa, with all ibeliaugbtitess of i«^ 
(iMied oonseqUence. ^' You wnst .kaMr^ 
Mite . Weraon* ye vm txidrety a going 



THE BALANCE OF COMPORT. l6d 

through the placfe in our vay to Mr. Pan- 
ton's, who lives in the neighbourhood 
somevhere, and Thorn ve wisit, but ve 
could get neither room to stay at the ind, 
nor bosses to perceed vith ; and so finding 
how near ve vas to Vesthav^i, ve sent to 
Mr. Arlingham to borrow a pair of bosses 
jusf^ to take us to Panton's, and he vas 
purlite enough to send his carriage, vith 
Mr. Wernon in it, and bring us here, 
and wery inudi ve liked it. Fortunately 
Miss Pringle had a dress vith her vhich 
4id for the occasion. How do like her 
pearls T she added, in a lower voice 
•* They vas a present from sir Montago 
Wawasour.** 

Althea coloured, in spite of every et 
fort, at the name, which Mrs. Pringle ob- 
served with much exultation, believing 
the emotion arose entiiJely frcmi envy 
^nd jealousy. 

Tea being over, the company adjourn* 
ed to th^ ball-room, a large old-fasihionedl 
xoom, himg with tpipestry, Mid ornament-^ 

VOL. II. I 
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ed with misletoe, and holly with its scar- 
let berries. Here the tenants, with their 
wives and daughters, were assembled 
ready for the dance, having had their tea 
and cakes in another apartment. It was 
generally understood that it was a mixed 
party, and that the gentry and tenants 
were expected to interchange acquaint- 
ance and civility; so that no one who 
came of the former class had any pretence 
forgiving themselves airs of superiority, 
since they were not obliged to degrade 
theaoaselves by such/^ an intermixture. 
There were some good figures amongst 
the elders of the country party. Quilted 
petticoats of thick dimity, coloured gowns 
wl)^h liad been, carefully laid by, with 
their &rstglo^ .stall on them> with flo,we»sf 
as. large aAli&^andofa much deeper l\u0r^ 
waists down tp the hips, and dear sti£P 
lawn handkerchiefs pinned on the out- 
sider aod: dragged dowu as ti^t as the 
high citayn would admit-^^uch waa the 
drf ^. of many, of the respectable matwm 
of the village, with the addition of a. stiff 
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cap with a large bow, and tlieir dai-k shin- 
ing hair drawn tightly oyer a roll. The 
young women were mudi more modem, 
and indeed some of them vied even with 
their superiors in fashion. 

If is indeed very evident that in these 
times dress is no criterion of situation. 
Go where we may, there are in every vil- 
lage young women who ape the dress of 
the great, if they cannot their manners, 
and are at least more expensively, if not 
more genteelly attired, than those w'hose 
situation is much above them; Many a^ 
village fine lady; whose hands are reeking' 
and sodden in the wa^^-tub in the mom^ 
ing, or begrimed with scowering the 
grates and fire-irons, comes fbtth in the 
evening decorated with her silk or velvet' 
pelisse, her ffowers and feathers, worked' 
muslin dress, ex]^ensive lace, kid shoes, silk' 
istoekings, and no cap. She may pass to 
the'eyeof a str^ngef'as a woman of fasJiion 
imd tohsequence, but hear ier speak! 
Vulgar jktSj ungraixunatical expressions, 
12 
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and a total want of gentility in voice, lan- 
guage, and idea, instantly become too ap- 
parent to suffer her to be longer mistaken 
fer a lady^ 

^The town i»s ting*d the country; and the stain 
Appears a spot upon the vestal's robe, 
The nroEse for what it soils.'' 

Several such ladies were present at Ar- 
lingfaam's ball^ and far outdid in splendour 
the greater part of the real gentlewomen. 
Nothing could be smarter than they were, 
nor could the first women in the county 
expose more lavishly the thinly-attired 
person. 

It was the rule of the ball that the first 
two dances should be danced by the gen- 
try and tenantry intennixed. ArUng- 
ham therefore took a bashful, colouring, 
half-genteel youth, up to his wife, and 
she gaily presented her hand, and kd him 
to the top of the set. The rest of the 
ladies shjrugged a little, and looked some^. 
what disdainfully, but Arlingham w^s ab- 
folute^ and declared if they did not com* 
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ply with this rule, they should forfeit all 
chance to a more congenial partner after- 
wards ; they therefore flounced up to their 
places, and prepared, the greater part, to 
give themselves as many airs, and make 
their awkward loohy partners Jis uncom- 
fortable as possible. Harriet Vernon 
alone refused compliance, and throwing 
herself on a sofa, sat wrapped up in her 
Own self-consequence, and doomed to sit 
still all the evening, for Arhngham posi- 
tively declared she should pay the forfeit 
of her pride. Harriet bowed disdainfully^ 
and acquiesced, though against her real 
wishes, for she was very fond of dancings 
and excelled in it The g^tlemen were 
by no means displeased at the arrange- 
ment, for there were some very pretty 
girls who understood the art of flirtation 
as well as their superiors, and practised it 
as boldly, and were, moreover, evidently 
not displeased to have such beaux for their 
partners. Not so the Colins of the party, 
who, aiwed and distriessed by the rank of 
the ladies^ and by the affectation of con- 
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ilescensidn in some, and rqtl ahfs of pride 
ajod havteur in others, devoutly wished 
t;he danc^ ended, that they might dioose 
j^pm their own aoguaiQt^ce luad e^uals^ 
^SfxSi, ^i^oy the recreation. Two or th^ee 
of ^e prettiest and miajrtest gir]$» how* 
^ver, were jxu>nopolized by ti^egentl^nen^ 
and n^ai^y a heart that niglit a^he^ witb 
jealousy Jttid envy. 

" Hqwhigh Sally button holds her Head 
to-i)^ht, dancing with that there ciirly-» 
pat^ i&Qte /" said Mi^s Crab, the butcher's 
daughter; ^ i?he'll fency herself a brauty 
now, ten to one, and I'm iure she's no 
great." 

" ^aiJ^ flft*' retumeji Mm Simpscair 
YT^iose father kept ^e ArUnghpm Arms v 
•' ^d look ^t Polly Clark, how she draw 
ijp her bare neck. I wondelr i^he an'k 
q^shamed to see how that man stare at her ; 
I warrant she thinks ^ admire her, poor 
4Uy tfeing- Well, rd lieverer dance €f 
Robin Ledger, for he's my ekol^ I bate 
^^t^ng with mip out of my a^ew.** 

*' I §ay9 gvt9»tx Barker^ don't yoii mean 
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to take no notice of* me ?** said the discoli- 
Mkte swain, whom, till this eventfiii eveti- 
ing, she hlwl condescended to acknowledge 
as her lover, but who seemed now in some 
danger of being superseded by a handsome 
young dragoon oflBk^er, who cohtiniied to 
dance with her aftel- the prescribed set 
was finished. Miss Barker (these young 
ladies being all misses) gave her head a 
quality toss — " Lauk, Mr. Myers !'* said 
she affectedly, " pray don^t be giving 
yourself no airs. I think I have a right 
to give my company to who 1 please; I 
hope that's ondeniable. Indeed I don't 
know as ever 1 shall acquaint of you no 



more.*' 



" Then ho more you shan't,'* replied 
young Myers, with a spirit that rather 
startled Miss Barker, who had sense enough 
to know that it was a bad e^cchange of his 
love and a snug farm, for ^ temporary flir- 
tation with captain Percy. She began to 
compromise matters a little ; but Myers, 
turning with great aisdain from her ad 
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vances> asked and obtained the hand of z 
plain, but well-behaved modest girl, who 
had long sighed for him, and envied Susaoi 
Barker the preference, 

Sasan, though somewhat alarmed, trust- 
ed to the power of her charms, and in- 
fluence over her lover, and affected still 
more' gaiety. 

Harriet Vernon, mean time, oold and 
weary of a scene in which she took no 
pleasure, since Arlingham, determined to 
teaze her a little longer, declared she should 
not dance, quitted' her solitary station <mi 
the sofa., and walked, with haughty air 
and u^ajestic step, to the door, inten.dii^ 
to sit by her own fire till supper was an- 
nounced ; but as she reached the door, she 
was delightfully surprised to hear the name 
of lord Randolph sounded in the hall, and 
the next moment his lordship had seized 
her hand, and was rapturously expatiating 
on the pleasure he felt in finding her there 
so unexpectedly • With smiles of genuine 
happiness she now measured back her steps 
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to her fornia* seat, and congratulated her* 
self that she had not danced, even had her 
partner been unexceptionable. 

Arlingham, to whom his lordship was 
well known, received with pleasure and 
politeness this addition to his party ; and 
the several introductions necessary having 
taken place, jparticularly to Mrs. Arling- 
ham and Althea, an explanation took place 
respecting what his lordship called his in 
trusion, but to which Ajrlingham, of course^, 
gave a politer epithet. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

^^ — '^^- 

These costt j toys our silly fair surprise, 
; ,T1>€ shiiung follies cheat tl^eir feeble sight, 
Their hearts, secure in trifles, love despise. 

Hamuond. 

*• I ASSUEE you, Arlingham,'^ s4id lord 

Randolph, " I am here by the merest 

diance^ though I own I know no place to 

I S 
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winch Bfiy wishes would iaooner have fed 
liae. My carriage hrak:e down close to 
your approach gates, by which (for me^ 
fbrtuT^te acdc^t^ I have tkus obtained 
aiimi^ion ^ this gay and pleasaat a&- 
scmbly;'^ 

Aii4ingham'isr poKtehess^ vntsi a^am in le^ 
quest; and hating assured the noble lorcE 
of his extreme happiness in any acddent, 
not of^ personal ^ngey to hi»isi^ whi^ 
hlad thus proeiured himf the bonoui of bis 
presence, he proceeded to* oKplam the rea^ 
son of such a motley group being collect- 
ed, and apologize for introducing a persoi> 
of his consequence amongst them. Hia 
lordship was no whit behindhand in cour- 
tesy and insincerity with his host, and as^ 
Bured him he enjoyed the scene; shook 
hands^ ^ith one or two of the elder far- 
mers» and chucked the ^ prettiest lasses^ 
tinder the chin, with a remark that being^ 
m\ old man> he had a right to such ih^- 
gences. All this was performed so good- 
humburedly, ahd with such an appearx^ 
ance of affability, ^bit Harriet was w- 

2 
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tonished, knowing him to be the proudei^ 
peer in existence. 

The good folks, however, thus honour- 
ed, were vastly pleased r and Arlingham 
and his wife having seen their guests ac- 
<5ommodated with every thing needftil, 
and received his promise to remain station- 
ary at Westhiaven for some days, recalled 
the scattered forces, and again commenced 
dancing; whilst his lordship and Harriet^ 
drawing a little sofa close to the fire, en- 
iered into conven^tion, and sh^ quite for- 
got her late pique, and became all gaiety 
and smiles. 

* Lord Kandolpfa was verging on sixty, 
And owned himself fifty-two. He' was ^ 
fine-looking man, and when freefiom the 
gout and asthma, tolerably upright and 
active; A fashionable wig,' futt curled and 
•powdered, cionciealeff |iis bdd head, and 
«very part of his dre^s Was ^alctdated to 
set off his figure; Ai^ he sedulously con- 
cealed himself wlieil hfs complaitits pre- 
vented' him from shewing etP, norte be- 
leted Wm the poor wheeling cnp^e hfe ' 
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really was for half the year, or imagined 
the gay, courtly, adulating flatterer, was 
in private a duU, gloomy, ill-tempered, 
and violent man. No man i& a hero to 
his vakt-de-chambre, it is said, and lord 
Randolph's waiting gentleman would not 
have given him exactly the character he 
aspired to, had he spoken the truth. But 
Gerard knew very well that truth is not 
to be spoken at aU timei^ and his lordship 
accorduigly came off with flying colours, 
for which Gerard wa& well rewarded. 
Two or three maiden aunts, and a*^ sister, 
nearly his own age, were ej^er to see his 
lordship a married man, thinking it much 
jbetter that some worthy woman should be 
unhappy through his temper, than that 
the fine estate of Randolph Castle, and 
several others, should pass to a distant 
cousin, whom they -all hated, and who 
would inevitably be heir to every things 
in failure of a son to his lordship. 

Lord Randolph had no objection to 
9, ^lapdson^ young wife and a son or two; 
but the handsome young wome^, c£ any 
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consequence in life^ seemed to have a gresit 
objection to him, notwithstanding iiis^ own 
apparent suavity of manners and disposi- 
tion^ and Gerard's trumpet of fame. At 
last, however, he fancied he had found a 
lady who looked as if she would not de- 
spise him, but would be willing to give 
herself for his tide and a good jointure, 
*' and doat upon the exchange." This 
lady was Harriet Vemon, and his aecidefit 
at Arlingham's gate was very well conu 
trived and perfonned. 'Tis tr^e, he had 
been ypon sufficiently sociable terms with 
Arlingham in former times to have privi- 
leged his introduction of himself at West- 
haven without a plan ; but then he must 
hate given sortie reason for such a visits 
and he was desirous o£ seeing and know- 
ing something more of Miss Vernon, 
before he absolutely committed himsetf. 
He knew she was at Westhaven, and be^ 
lieved that there he should have an ex- 
cellent opportunity of jobserving whether 
her disposition seemed docile, and her man- 
ners in every respect such as would justify 
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his choice. He had met her repratedly at 
Mr. Lacelles's, but then he suppose she 
4i^as zlways in compa^iy ^temper, and that, 
he well knew, by self-experience, was 
sometimes veiy diffef ent from tempers ex- 
hibited at home. 

' It may easily be imagined ^ith how 
tfnuch triumph and delight Harriet now 
«aw him Seated by her side, and listened 
to his courtly eomptiments. Convinced 
4:hat a life of seclusion andix^dibcrity was 
hot calculated to make her happy, and 
finding by experience how little she could 
hear prirrations, after being ^o long accus- 
tomed to elegance aiid enjoyment, she me- 
ditated as serious an attack on the old 
peer's heart as he did on hers, and display- 
ed as great, and much more genuine, de- 
sice to please- The sacrifice of herself to a 
man three times her own age, she heM as 
•a trifle, when v»^eighed against the scale of 
iitle, ffertuhe, and consJequence. She 
knew not that he was half the year art 
invalid, or that he was a capricious tyffeaft 
in his owm family; but^ if she had/ her 
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Cfmi temper was so cc»iifi»'tabiy apathetic, 
and her desire for the dktitictions^ already 
enumerated so great, that she would haVe 
made do scruple of acfeepting the title of 
lady Rwdolph. 

Thus seer^ly concordant in opinion, and 
therefore mutually b^t on pleasing, eadi 
became every day more coR^^laoent- to^ 
wards the other; and when his lordship 
became thus domesticated ^t Westhaven, 
he had almost determined ta make the 
oflOer, and H^et i^mte.resolted to accepfi 
it No one else» however, eitcept the con^ 
jSdaxMb Gerard, knew or suspeeted «uch an 
iDtention on lord Bandolph's part, and not 
eren hor sisters entertained the most r&* 
mote idea of such Im ev&at being in agita^ 
tion, or that Harriet would tiirow herself 
away so terribly, for so Althea, at least, 
would have reckoned such a marriage, on 
th$ side of a young and ksvely girL 

The evening which inlffoduced hi^lord^ 
ship at Westhaven* ended much more au- 
a^ndousLy to Haitiet than it began, and 
bos exidusire attenlwns, as .much soi at 
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least as so well-bred a man could su£Ssr 
himself to shew; to herself set her at ease^ 
and opened her heart to the rest of the 
party. He led her to the supper-table, 
and seated himself by her.; and desirous 
then to appear as afiable as her noble at« 
tendant, and do away former unpleasant 
impressions, she became very civil to* the 
bumpkins she heartily despised. 

The greater part of thdse country folks, 
unused to such lordly company, felt em- 
barrassed and awkward in lord Randolph's' 
presaice, notwithstanding his great conde- 
scension, and retired soon after srupper. 
But these were the old people, and some 
few of the joxmg men; the damsels were 
in general too confident to be abashed hf 
any thing les^ than royalty, and with 
many of them it seemed rath« a signal 
for additional coquetry. 

George Vernon had been particularly 
attentive to Miss Pringle all the evening, 
and she had been delighted with his ten- 
der nonsense, of whidh he had been very 
lavish ; but a lord in the party made all 
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the difierenoe with her and her. equally- 
foolish mother ; and poor George exhibit- 
ed a rueful change of countenance, as he 
watched the pains they both took to' at-^ 
tract lord Randolph's eyes. 

Mrs/Pringle had once met his lordship 
in a party in town, and never bashful, ad- 
vanced to claim acquaintance with him, 
and introduce her daughter — '^ I had tbe 
honour," said she, nodding her towering 
plumes, " to be interdooced to your lord- 
ship at Mrs. Varrender's in Devonshire* 
street, but wery likely you don't recollect 
me. Thi^ here is Miss Priogle, my daugh* 
ter, my lord." : 

JEIis lordship bowed, and Miss curtsied, 
and he affected to remember perfectly the 
introduction of which Mrs. Pringle spoke, 
and expres^ his happiness at meeting 
her again. A little desultory conversation 
followed, and then his lordship, very tired, 
and displeased with his conversation being 
inteiTupted with Harriet, walked off with- 
,€Mt ceremony, to the great annoyance 
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and anger of Mrs* Frirn^le and her daiigk* 
ter. 

As socm as he was gone they west too; 

<and so little impression had Phoebe made 

on his heart or eyes, that a few minutes 

after he j^oved be did not recollect ever 

.haying seen her; 

" May I,'* said tibe young officer of ^dm- 
gooDs to this young kdy, ** may I have the 
pleasure of danckig with you: these two 
-dances?" 

" I'm very much obliged to you mdeed^ 
.but I am so sorry I'm engaged these two/' 
replied Phoebe. " I really am quite sorry, 
and extremely obliged to you. Thank 
you very much." 

^* Wliois tiiiis grateful young lady ?" iri- 
.qiiired lord Randolph, fixing his eyes, 
glass and all, on Phoebe's face. 

Harriet laughed, but Mrs, Pringle and 
Miss, who overheard the question, were so 
much offended at the little impression the 
charms of the latter had made, that they 
matched off indignantly, and Phoebe fd- 
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turned to her flirtation with George, who 
gladly hailed her smiles, too wise to quarrel 
with fifty thousand pounds because their 
owner' was a fool. 

The evening at length conduded. Lord 
Randolph retired to the state apartruent, 
where he and Gerard settled the grand 
aiTair of his future union with Hairiety 
each agreeing that it would do very well ; 
and his lordship persuaded that she was 
deeply enamoured — and so she was — but 
not with him. The agreeables/however^ 
attached to him had completely charmedt 
her ; and she too retired to dream of ma* 
trimony, grand castles, jewels, equipages^^ 
and, ^'^^op^^ happiness. 
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CHAPTER xr. 



Kot he, of wealth immense possesftV^ 

Tasteless wb> piles his massy gold^ 
Among the number of the blest. 

Should hare his glorious name enroU'd ; 
He better claims the glorious name, who know» 
With wisdom to enjoj what Heaven bestows. 

FftAKCis's Horace^ 

The following morning Harriet appeared 
ivith more than her usual attention to dress^ 
and nfianner. She saw her advantage, and 
determined to pursue it. She saw lliat 
lord Randolph was a great admirer oistyle^ 
both in person and conduct, and this she 
well imderstood; and was besides perfectly 
aware that nature had given her a face and 
form which required little aid from art to 
Aiake of the very first order. She was 
very much the handsomest of the sisters; 
finely made, with a face of regular and 
striking beauty; and to those who, like 



THE BAIiANCE OF COMFORT. 189 

lord Randolph, preferred faishioii to every 
other attribute, was considered faultless. 
There were, indeed, scMne who admired still 
more the sweetness of Althea's counte- 
nance, an4 the soft elegance of Elizabeth's 
form. Vavasour liked better the clear 
dark blue of Althea's melting eyes thait 
Harriet's brilliant and spirited black ones, 
and thought the expression of mild benig- 
nity, and modest good s^ase, more to be 
preferred, than th^ haughty, cold majesty, 
and 8elf-<3onsequence, conspicuous in Har- 
riet's more dazzling features. But Vava- 
sour was himself quiet and retired from 
notice, and liked similar qualities in 
women. 

Althea possessed a natural unaffected 
grace in every movement, thought, and ac* 
tion ; Harriet was all study ; and though 
tjbat study ^ was the extreme of &shion and 
elegance, none but very fashionable people 
liked or understood it She attitudinized 
in every possible wsty. If she threw on a 
shawl, its folds were disposed in a certain 
costume— her arm was raised — ^lier foot 
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extended or withdrawn— -Jierliead iildlified 
-:— precisely according to manner and study* 
All this was exactly adculated to please 
her iK>ble lovef, and he became every mo- 
^lent more' impressed with ^dmiraticHi. 
He longed to make proposak, but prudence 
clieeked him, arid he continue to observe 
m silence a few days longer. 
. Althea alone of the party p^etrated the 
secret; and watching with a diligence in- 
ispired by affectiop, not curiosity, soon saw- 
that the ancient lover's passion, or at least 
indination, was observed and approved by 
Hairiet She saw it with regret, for to 
i^er such a union seemed fraught with un- 
happiness and evil. 

Tile rest of the good tokks werfe^all busily 
engaged in their own concerns ; the young 
ones by flotation and matrimonial schemes 
— *the:old by occupations equally frivolous. 
GepTgc Vernon had prevailed on Arling- 
ham to invite Mrs. and Miss Pringle to a 
longer, stay, to which they had graciously 
assented; for since my lord would not' 
CDHae forwaftl as Phoefbef s admirer, George 
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was again in hi^h favour; and Mn^. Prin- 
gle observed, with great complacency, the 
vicinity of Lark-Hall to Adderley Manor, 
on which George spake, and Miss sintered 
and languished. 

Most of the party returned to their own 
houses^immediately on leaving Westhaven, 
living mostly in. the neighbourhood. A 
small number; who resided farther off, 
staid a day or two to keep Christmas ; and 
a pleasant company sat down to dirtner, 
determined to feast and enjoy themselves. 

" Pray," said lord Randolph to Mr, 
Monckton,. " can you tell me if sir Monta- 
gue Vavasour is at Charleville now? I 
heard some strange rumour of his having 
gone very suddenly somewhere or other, 
but I ceaUy have forgotten where." 

" Yes," replied Mr. Monckton, " he is 
cerbdnrly gone to Ireland, to rnarry his 
cousin. Miss Orford^- to whom he hasbeoi 
engaged far many years." 

" Ah, indeed !" replied hm lordship^ 
thoughtfully. " I« not that sad engage. 
meni dcneaway y^ ? I hoped, as the mar* 
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riage did not take place, the wlicAe df&ir 
was -at an end" 

" Is it then so had a match?*' inquired 
Mrs- Arfingham. 

** Why I hardly know what to call it,* 
his lordship answered. ** Miss Orfordisa 
very clever woman— too superior, I think, 
or\shovM think, if she was to be my wife, 
Sh? is very amiable, I believe, and has, 
independent of coati'd, ^even thousand 
a-jear/* 

^' Has she, fai^hT said George Vernon ; 
** then what is there to object to? And 
why does he not marry directly?" 

^^ Miss Orford is considerably older than 
YavasourV' returned lord Randolph ; ** she 
is^ besides, remarkably plain in her person, 
and very singulisir in her manners and 
.opinions." 

*' And what ?ould induce him to en* 
ga^e himself to such a queer creature ?" 
said Elizabeth, stealing a glance at Althea's 
varying cheek, 

*^ They were engaged by parental au» 
tbority when eir Montague was very 
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young," his lordship replied ; ** and the last 
will and testament of the fiithers on both 
sides provided for its ratification. Miss 
Orford forfeits her whole fortune, except- 
ing two hundred a-year, if sKe refuses to^ . 
iparry tier cousin-, "and if the objection 
arises on his side, "he gives up a very consi- 
derable proportion of his ; and she is then 
bound to marry an Irish cousin of her own 
fiame, whom she abhors. The relinquish- 
ing a part of his own property would have 
been easily got over, for no man breathing 
is less mercenary than sir Montague ; but 
the idea of driving her to marry such a 
man as Mr. Patrick Orford was not to be 
thought of. Hitherto tiie cousins appear 
to have understood each other, and re- 
mained quietly single, each considering the 
engagement as subsisting, but without 
seeming to think of marriage. Some cir- 
cumstances, however, but I know not what; 
have all on a sudden hurried Vavasour to 
Ireland, where Miss Orford has been stay- 
ing some time, and I understand with a 
VOL. n. K 
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full determination of marrying immedi- 
ately. I have always wondered that Con- 
stantiaOrford, whoafiects to despise money, 
should hesitate about giving up her for- 
tune, rather thaii accept a man who has no 
sort of regard of that nature for her. He 
admires and esteems her as a very clever 
good woman, but love is, and always has 
been, but of the question ; nor does she 
feel any thing like love for him, except as 
a relative and an amiable man. I know 
she does not spend near a thousand a-year 
out of her large income, so that with her 
habits a smaller fortune would suit her 
just as well." 

The information thus given by lord 
Randolph was correct: The engagement 
between Vavasour and his cousin was as 
h^ had represented it ; and this was all 
that he or any other person knew about 
the matter. His* itiotives for not with- 
drawing frmn an entanglement in which 
be had scarcely been consulted, are evi- 
dent — hers not quitd so dear. On his 
part, a generous concern for her .happiness 
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indueed him to sacrifice his own, for he 
well knew how impossible it was to con- 
nect such a feeling with a union with 
Patrick Qrford. Her motives will, per- 
haps, be found equally generous, and that 
she ,was not less studious of his felicity 
than he of hers. 

The comments upon this little private 
memoir occupied the conversation in the 
•dining-room, and was continued by the 
ladies after they . had retired. Althea 
sought her own chamber, and thought 
over all she had'heard, not without a heart- 
ache, and much astonishment, at so strange 
a tale. She could make out nothing satis- 
factory respecting' Miss Orford's motives 
for a conduct so extremely singular, and 
she thought selfish, and that lady by no 
means rose in her good opinion. Every 
thing she heard pf sir Montague, on the 
contrary, increased her admiration; and 
precisely at the moment in which she ought 
to hdve forgotten him, she learned to re- 
member him with added esteem. 
k2 
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Althea, however, was not the young 
woman to sit 4own and fancy herself un- 
happy, or irrecovarably gone in a hopeless 
passion. She returned to the party she 
had left, hoping they ha4 by that time 
chosen another topic. Sjr Montague, how- 
ever, was still the subject ; and Mrs. Prin- 
gle's voice sounded in Althea's ears as she 
opened the door. " Veil," she was saying, 
** I don't know how much he may be in 
love with tliis Miss Orford; but I know 
he vas at von time wastly smitten vith 
Miss Pringle, and I must think him a 
Kttle vavering and capricious, in that there 
business at least. Them pearls that Miss 
Pringle have got hi her hair vas his pre- 
sent, and I think that vas rather a con- 
wincing proof that he had his ideas on the 
subject." 

Althea thought she could account for 
the present very differently, and that gra- 
titude for hospitalities received, and a dis- 
dain of lying under obligations to people 
he despised, had prompted the costly and 
elegant remuneration. Love, she was cer- 
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tain, had no share in it Since all hopes of 
him were now over, either for herself or 
Althea, Phoebe had condescended to .be 
civil ; and Althea again was pestered with 
love-secrets and affected sentiment, of 
which George was the new hero. Affairs 
there went on swimmingly. George, after 
an interval of a week, during which time 
the mother and daughter remained at 
Westhaven, made his how in form, and 
was- by them referred to Mr. Pringle fot 
his final consent ; and the day was fixed 
for their all three going ,to Lark-Hall^ this 
affair having completely set aside Mrs. 
yringte^s visit to^ the Pantons, whom she 
noticed in no other way than by a morning 
call, having discovered that they were not 
tolerated at Westhaven. 

Unwilling as Althea felt to become a 
beggar, even for Pbilipson, she could no 
longer defer the appeal to her brother she 
had promised to make, and which she had 
driven off till the very last moment The 
character of George Vernon was well 
known to her as parsimonious and selfish^ 
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loving none so well as himself, and con- 
sidering prudence, by which he meant 
the extreme of saving, as the first virtue. 
He despised his brother Philipson; and 
Althea trembled as she attempted to ad- 
dress herself to his prejudices, of which 
she was well aware. She hoped, however, 
that on the eve of becoming master of a 
very good fortune of his own, smd a much 
larger one in right of the woman he was 
going to marry, that for once he would 
change his nature, and be generous. But 
"can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 
leopard his spots?" Althea, low as her 

hopes were, not exceemng a flwm, lor or ft 
gift «he despaired utterly, was disap- 
pointed. George shuflBed till he could no 
longer evade a direct answer, and then re- 
fused to lend any thing. He declared his 
intention, however, of giving all his sisters 
something handsome when he married; 
and Mbella's should be in money, instead 
of plate, or whatever else he might have 
thought of, if Althea thought it woUld be 
more acceptable, A present of that na- 
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ttire she knew would not amount to much, 
but even that little was better in specie ; 
and she begged that both Isabella's gift 
and her own might be in that shape. 

" Yes, if you desire it, it shall," replied 
George, " though I cannot help saying 
you are almost as silly as Philipson, and 
as far from prudence, since I am certain 
you only request this in order to giveyoqr 
share to him. However, that is your own 
concern, and I hope you will learn wisdom 
as you grow older. I have no objection 
to lend money upon good security ; but 
what can I expect from such a chap as 
that, but to lose it? What business had 
h0 to marry as he did, without taking 
every advantage whidi his situation as 
fellow of a college allowed? because he 
was in love, forsooth ! as if college fellows 
had any business to be in love, at least to 
their own disadvantage. He should have 
waited for a good living, or, at any rate, 
have staid and taken his year's income. 
He was not half prudent enough fw one 
of that sober race. Why I havci known' 
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some of them wait five or six and twenty 
years for a living, what they call courtivg'. 
That was tiresome, no doubt, but better 
than marrying as Ned Has done, and run- 
ing the risk of a brat every year, for about 
twelve or fourteen years." 

** Certainly tliey were the more prudent 
ones,'* replied Althea ; " but, for Heaven's 
sake! who would do so that had heart 
or spirit in him? I know I would nev«- 
engage m3r5cif to sueh a cold, heartless 
being. And when they do many at last, 
what whims and self-willed tempers do 
they carry home with them, to plague 
the poor elderly gentlewomen who have 
been silly enough to wait for them ! Ac- 
customed all their hvcs to please oriy 
themselves, they never think of even try- 
ing to please a wife, whom they not sel- 
dom marry, at last, from a point of 
honour, wishing her all the time devoutly 
in her grave, angry because she is grown 
.old and plain, and has imbibed the whims 
of celibacy, as well as themselves. Then^ 
most likely, he has the gout, from living 
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too well; and sbe h^ the rheumatiisiii. 
He is grown corpulent, from good eating, 
and the sloth of content-Hshe thin and 
withered, from the contrary ^xtremes^ 
If such are the effects of waiting foi^ a 
living, and positively I think the picture 
not over-drawn, give me, if I muH many, 
an affectk>nate, cheerful husband, and, if it 
must be, a house full of children, who will 
repay with their duty and love in our age, 
the sacrifice we have made to them in their 
youth;' , 

" I never heard you so eloquent, Al- 
thea," said George, laughing ; " and truly, 
if such/zrd the effects of a college residence 
too long, I should not envy either, hus- 
band or wife so situated. I am sorry I 
eannot,^. consistently with my opinion of 
right, > do what you wish for Ned — ^but 
redly he is so extravagant. I know, if I 
lent him the money, instead of paying his 
debts^ he would buy another ' horse, dap 
a livery on his boy, and Ixuild more tem- 
ples and more aviaries. Let him ckaw 
Ka 
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on iSl be gets FaizfieM, I j^pe he will 
have that" 

^' You have no doubts upon that head, I 
trust, hare you ?" said Altitea, anxiously* 

•* Oh, BO, I know notiking about it, only 
I think ArUngham is not pleased with 
Ned, and is a particular sort of man. But 
I assure you, I never heard him say a 
Word." 

AHhea distrusted this assertion, and 
disliked the expression of her bro<iier^s 
face as he talked on the subject. ** GJeorge,** 
said she, very seriously, " that you do tiot 
yourself choose to lend your aid in extri- 
cating Philipson from his priesent difficul- 
ties, is, I hope, enough for you. You do 
not, I hope most fen'erftly, use any means 
to prejudice Arlingham against him too, 
or prevent ^i^ assisting him, both now and 
in the case of Fairfield. I would not 
think so ill of you. Promise me that you 
never will." 

"I cannot imagine how you came to 
fancy such things," replied he, in great 
confusion, but affecting to be offended. 



THE BALANCE OF COMFOET, 208 

*• If Arliiigliam likes to give him half his 
fortune;, he may, for any interference on 
my part." 

Althea would have 'pursued her subject 
farther, but George declared he heard 
Miss Pringle calling him, and gladly made 
his escape from a conversation which be- 
gan to press him too hard ; whilst Althea^ 
sad and disheartened, retired to think over 
new ways and means, almost despairing of 
success with Harriet, to whom she meant 
next to apply. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

But if such toys can win her loveily smile. 
Hers be tlie wealth of Tagus' golden sanxd, 
* Hers the bH^j,bt gems that grow in India's so.l. 

Hers the black sons of Afric*s sultry latid. 

To please her eye let every loom contend, 
For her be rifled Ocean*s pearly bed — 

Hammo>*o» 

Harriet heard, .with her usual indiffer- 
ence, the tale poor Althea told, with such 
sad earnestness, of her disappointment in 
her brother. The offer she had formerly 
made of herself assisting Philipson if 
George refused, was now become much 
more inconvenient than when she li«st 
proposed it, for to stay in a family like 
Elizabeth's, where there was a succession 
of company at home, and visits abroad, 
without a proper change of dresses and 
ornaments, was not to be thought of, par- 
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ticularly now that lord Randolph was be-* 
come stationary there> and new plans and 
hopes su^ested themselves to her mijad^ 
She saw, or &ncied she saw, that he was 
pleased with an elegant variety in har 
taste» and was determined not to lose him 
for want of attention to so important an 
article as dress. Her five hundred poundis^ 
was therefore somewhat diminished, and 
she was unwiHing to deprive hersdf of the 
means of continuing her elegant and fa- 
shionable attack oa his lordship^s heart. 
She offered^ however, to lend Fhilipson a 
hundred pounds, if that strm was suflv 
dent to be of any use. Althea, who knew 
not exactly the extent of his wants, neither 
accepted nor declined the offer, till she had 
spoken or written to him ; and Harriet 
secretly hoped he would not accept the 
loan of a sum so insignificant. In the 
mean time, her ancient lord had many de- 
bsU;es with his own heart, and with Gerard, 
xe«pecting npiatrimony, not quite willing 
to resign his liberty, yet hating still more 
the idea of Randolph Castle passing to a 
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.man he detested. He had written tc his 
sister and * his aunts on the occasion, not 
to ask their advice, but to announce his. 
intention, and thek joint rqply was expres- 
sive of great oongtatulation to him^ tibem- 
sdves, and the lady. Of her conduct on 
the occasion^ he thou^t tliere oould be 
but one opinion-Hshe must joyfully and 
gratefully accept an honour so distinguish- 
ed, and so mudi above itny lu^s she 
could have had the presumption to form.. 
At length the important deci^on was 
made — he wcM marry. Gerard approv- 
ed the design; and opportunity soon offep* 
ed of a private interview with Harriet. 
She had for some time observed her grow- 
ing influence with the enamoured old peer^ 
and thepefore, though highly delighted at 
the confirmation of all her ambitious hopes,. 
was less evidently surprised and elated 
than he had expected. He fdt a little 
chagrined that she was not overjoyed, and 
that dignity, and.an appearaqce oi confer^ 
ringy rather than receiving a favour, mark- 
ed her acceptance of his hand; however;^ 
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he was accepted, aiid every creature m 
the household soon knew it, tliiou^ the 
joyful indiscretion of George Vernon, 
who$e raptures made ample amends fat 
his sister's affected indifference to rank and 
fiplaniour. Elisabeth and Arlingham too 
were highly pleased ; and his lordship re* 
cei\/«d thanfcs and compliments enough 
from, every part of the family but Althea^ 
who fdt infinitely more regret at such a 
match than gratified 1:^ the honour. Har-r 
riet, she allowed, was kss likely to be un- 
happy at the disparity of years and senti* 
ments tlmn most other young women, for 
she was prond and ambitious, and did not 
dioose to believe the tales she had former- 
ly heard of his bashaw-like disposition; 
but, judging by her own feelings, Althea 
thought that nothing could make amends 
tor age, ill-temper, and a variety of per- 
sonal iutfixmities, vnih which she knew the 
earl was 1;roubled. 

** Have you carefiilly consulted your 
heart, Harriet?" said she, after listening 
to' Hamet's enumeraticoi of the advan- 
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tages attached to sudi a marriage. ^ Can 
you indeed submit to become the vrife of 
an infirm, passionate, ei^ridous old man, 
merely to obtain equipage and title, and 
a few useless luxuries, wbidi wiUbe dear- 
ty indeed bought, if your happiness is to 
be the sacrifice?** 

" That cannot be the case^** Harriet re* 
plied, " for in those useless luxuries, as 
your philosophy is pleased to call theiti', 
consist my happiness. I care little enough 
for his lordship, that I am Tery willing to 
acknowledge; but love, as you dream^ 
about it, makes no part of my oreed. I 
beUere hi^piness to con^st in rank, and 
splendour, and equipage, in a superb house 
and elegant society. I ewnot even be 
comfortaWe without them ; and will ow» 
to you,, that I thought with^ horror of 
going back to the Lea,: or to Pbilipson's*. 
The sun ^ares horribly through white 
dimity curtains, reflected by a bright 
t'ed and yellow Scotch carpet A vulgar 
joint of meat, relieved by beans and bacon, 
and a fruit pudding with Lisbon sugar*-* 
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what can be so sickening? I tremble at 
the idea of ever being condemned td 
such fare ; and really had some thoughts 
of going out governess, to escape such 
living — this sumptuous entertainment too 
washed down with a glass of vile orange 
or currant wine, in a thin tall decanter. 
Oh for champaigne or claret — or old hock 
in its appropriate green glass ! I would 
marry a Caliban, Althea^ to obtain such 
luxuries; and lord Randolph ia not quite 
that" 

, " If such are Indeed your sentiments, I 
can only pity you, but shall i;iot attempt 
io reason you out of them," replied Althea. 
" I can only hope you may find all the 
happiness in grandeur which you now 
anticipate, and that Randolph Castle will 
give you all your wishes." 

** If Randolph Castle, or some sucli 
place, does not, depend upon it nothing 
inferior ever will,'* said Harriet. " I 
should have no objection if the earl had 
been young and handsome ; but lam not 
particular about it, so long as he is rich. 
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and I have a good joiiiture. I sliall do a9 
I please, o( course. A young woman 
marries an old man, in the full persuasion 
of exercising unbounded and unchecked 
authority. I have no attachment to any 
one else, and do not doubt but I shall 
make a very good fount^s, and be very 
well satisfied. The only things I dont 
like are the three old insdds, who have 
been so long accustomed to rnle at Ran- 
dolph Castle, and may not like to resign 
the reins of government to me — ln& 
aunts and sister I mean. But, however, 
their reign is over there as soon as I en- 
ter, and they must abdicate to me." 

" I can but wonder to see how differently 
people of the sa^me family think and feeV 
said' Althea. " If I were going to marry 
this man, I should 4iot be gay and careless 
as you are. I should think of all the tin- 
pleasant as well as the agreeable circum- 
stances attending such a union, and ten to 
one but I should be frightened, and draw 
back." 

" But," replied Harriet^ " / see no un- 
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jdeasapt circumstances. If you do, pray 
don't point them out ; for though t pro- 
bably should view them in a different 
light, the representation might disturb 
me, determined as I. am to be satisfied. 
As to our different modes of feeling and 
acting, that is all the effect of different 
education. We were at the same schools, 
I gi:ant you,. and in our early years heard 
the same opinions, and imbibed msgiy 
similar ideas; but all that is greatly done 
away when we begin to mix in tne world* 
Had Elizabeth been situated as I was, 
she would have been a second Harriet, 

one is, 1 grant yOn, umiritx* ^ ^y<^ «» " 
the had; but had not Arlingham been 
thrown in her way, and luckily surrender- 
ed Jiis heart to her charms, she . would 
have been equally happy with a country 
parson as you or IsabeDa, merely from 
never having seen any thing better. I 
was,^ as it Iiappens, fortunately thrown 
into a different sphere of action, and re- 
ceived impressions very unlike those you 
cherished in solitude and mediocrity. But 
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I am as willing as you can be to alloivv 
that had I not had a chance of marrying, 
as I now have, it would have been any 
thing but fortunate for me to have been 
for a time accustomed to situations and 
indulgences which necessarily gave me a 
distaste for humbler life. We are all the 
<;reatures of habit; and had I children, in 
a situation like my mother's, I would ne- 
ver suffer any of them to live away fix>m 
their family in the manner I did, thus 
risking their happiness, by bringing them 
back, after years of indulgence, to priva- 
tions and scenes for which they must be 
wholly unfitted." 

Mrs. Vernon's consent to Harriet's mar- 
riage was rather extorted ths^ given ; but 
it was given, and that was sufficient ; and 
preparations were immediately commen- 
ced at Arlingham's for its celebration there. 
Lord Randolph went to the Lea, and 
was introduced to Philipson and Isabella,, 
who, as well as Mrs. Vernon; were much- 
more pleased with him than they had ex-- 
pected. His manners were always elegant^ 
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accept when rage conquered reason, and- 
that was never the case in company. He 
expressed the greatest regard and admi- 
ration for Harriet, and the settlements he 
offered were liberal in the extreme. Mrs. 
Vernon could make no objection to the 
match, except thedisparity of years and 
situation^ whic^, in her opinion, was always 
3 great one. She accompanied lord Rmi- 
dolph back to Westhavaa; and Elizabeth 
sent a pressing invitation to Philipson 
and Isabella tp go to the wedddng, which, 
l^owever, they declined. Mrs. Vernon 
was not able to leave liome <q^uite so soon 
^ she intended; for the very day on which 
she was to begin her journey, Geoi*ge ar- 
rived, and she was obliged to defer it, 
much against lord Randolph's inclination, 
to another day. He was too polite, how- 
ever, to suflFer his vexation to become vi- 
sible; and having had some slight ac- 
quaintance with sir Thomas Cotman in 
former times, he gladly availed himself of 
it now, tp escape from negociations simi- 
lar to those he had just been engaged in. 
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The Cotmans, delighted with such* a 
guest, were happy to give his lordship a 
dinner ; and many and shrewd were the 
questions they put, in order to learn what 
could possibly have brought him to the 
Lea. But he baf&ed their curiosity ; and. 
though they did make out that Mrs. Ver- 
non was going back with him to West- 
haven, they could learn nothing more, nor 
any circumstance which led to a suspicion 
of his intendi^ connexion with the fami- 
ly. George too they found had accom- 
panied the Pringles back to Lark7Hall, 
and was now at home; and Mrs. Pringle, 
in the bustle and agitation of so important 
an event as the marriage of her daughter, 
was not quite so guarded before the ser- ' 
vants, but what they easily discovered her 
secret, which, of course, was a secret no 
longer. What they knew, the neighbour- 
hood were acquainted with very speedily; 
and lady Cotman knew, in less than six 
hours after George's return, that it would 
answer no purpose for Miss Cotman to.be 
civil, or affect a taste for farming and ru- 



THE BALANCE OF COMFORT. 215 

rsl life any longer. Lord Randolph was 
importuned on. all sides to stay some little 
time at Adderley, or if lie must go to 
Westhaven, to return again to them as 
soon as his visit there was over. To all 
this excess of politeness, his lordship re- 
turned politeness still more excessive, and 
left them in great doubt whether their 
invitation was accepted or declined: 

Poor Mrs. Vernon seemed destined to 
witness in her family two marriages which' 
she could not from her heart approve. 
She feared for the happiness of her daugh- 
ter in so unequal a union, for she knew 
how much was to be considered beside 
its splendour ; and . much as lord Ran- 
dolph's apparently-amiable manners had 
reconciled her to himself, she yet dreaded 
the effects of situation on a girl' suddenly 
raised to grandeur and rank. . Miss Prin- 
gle she objected to, as a mere weak, unin- 
formed, romantic young woman, whose 
only recommendation was a large fortune 
(which G^eorge could have done very well 
without), and a very good temper, or rather 
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the silly easiness of tempa: of one wiio 
never thought, and was pleased without 
J^nowing why. She soon found that to 
Infuse her consent was of no avail, since 
her son had only asked it as a matter of 
form and civility, predetermined to please 
himself, whatever she might say. Hav- 
ing therefore represented, as she thought 
it her duty to do, such objections as ap- 
peared to her of some importance, which 
George confuted if he could, and if he 
could not, coldly passed over, as of no con- 
sequence in his opinion, she gave a reluc- 
tant acquiescence; called on her new 
daughter elect, as ceremony required she 
should; and thai, not being consulted 
any farther in the business of settlements, 
and so forth, she took her leave; and early 
the next morning stepped into the splen- 
did carriage, so soon to be her daughter's, 
and was. followed by her noble son-in-law, 
with all the alertness of a man of sixty. 
They reached Westhaven that evening, 
and the marriage was fixed at the distance 
of a week. 
3 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

For marriage is a matter of more worth 
Than to be deak-in by attorneyship. 



The venom clamours of a jealous woman 
Poison more deadly than a mad dog's tooth. 

SUAK£SP£All£. 

'Jhe week which intervened before the 
vredding was passed by Harriet in writing 
to town for bridal finery, and inspecting 
them when they arrived. The small for- 
tune to which she ^as entitled, lord Ran- 
dolph gave up to her as a weddmg present ; 
and forgetful of all that Althea had told 
her respecting Philipson's embarrassments, 
she lavished away on dress and ornaments 
those hundreds which would have made " 
him so comfortable. A hint from the in- 
dignant Althea stopped her for a moment, ^ 
and a loan of two hundred pounds certam* 

VOL. IL L 
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ly did remove his most pressing troubles* 
She promised to make the loan a gift, if 
lord Randolph's future geujerosityenabled 
her to do so. 

** But," said she, " I know too well tlie 
difference between a bride and a wife not ta 
reserve to myself a supply, if my lord's li- 
berality should fail. Now he would give 
me, or ipromise me, lialf his fortune ; but 
times may change, and probably will, and 
I may live to find even this trifle, «ompa^ 
ratively speaking, a great sum. I shall 
send Mrs. Philipson.a little present— shall 
it be for herself, her child, or her house? 
You know better than I do what would 
suit." 

" I believe, if you Intend to send her 
-any .thing of value, money would be of 
more jeal service to her than any thing 
else,"" repEed Althea; " and so it would to 
me, ifi as you told me yesterday, you mean 
to buy me pearl ornaments. * To me they 
would be of no great ute. I have told 
^George .the same." 

This was not what Harriet intended, for 



THE BALANCE OP COMFORT. 219 

die felt that she could iiot give shabbily in 
cash, whatever she might have done in 
other ways. She gave Althea, for herself 
and Isabella, more through ostentation 
than regard, fifty pounds, which was more 
than Althea expecte49 though not more 
than Harriet could afford to give. The 
unfortunate eatrangement from her fami- 
ly, which had given her ideas incompatible 
with the situation to which she then seem- 
ed destined^ had also withdrawn her affec- 
tions from the sisters, whom she considered 
as her infmo]:s> and her heart became con- 
tracted, in proportion as she increased in 
fortune and rank. They remembered h«r 
as the youthful cpmpanion of their c^rts, 
and as equally dear to all; as sharing the 
same treatment, the same instruction, and 
looking forward with similar views. She; 
if she recalled such times at all, remembered 
them only witl^ wonder how she could 
evier like any thing so vulgar^ or be satis* 
fi^ with a. view of the future, so gloomy 
and undeaurable. 
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The week of probation was at length ex- 
pired, and the evening eame, which, by a 
bishop and special licence, was to make 
Harriet the most enviable woman on 
earth — ^in her own opinion — merely, how-^ 
ever, in reference to title and grandeur; he 
who was to bestow these advantages was 
only regarded in that light ; and could she 
have obtained them without his partici- 
pation, she would very willingly have re- 
jiou need him for ever. But she was forced 
to accept the bad with the good; and as 
he was only an object of complete indiffe* 
rence, not of dislike, she was tolerably care- 
less about it. 

Arlingbam's saloon was brilliantly iUu- 
minated for the occasion, and at eight 
o'clock Harriet was saluted as countess of 
Kandolph — asoundof more harmony than 
those of the spheres. . Here then ambition 
rested ; she was at the height of her wishes; 
imd secure that nothing could now deprive 
h&f of tt]i^ proud pre-eminence she had so 
long panted for, she gave way to the most 
vivid anticipations of future happiness, in 
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tlie regal magnificence of Randolph Cas- 
tle, where she intended to " reign and rule 
without control." Her mother and Althea 
were infinitely more agitated by that awful 
ceremony which involves our whole future 
life than herself She was calm and col- 
lectedly haughty, and convinced every one 
present, that lord Randolph would lose 
none of his dignity through too much con- 
descension on the part of his countess. 

Mrs. Vernon imd Althea passed some 
' time in conversation on this extraordinaiy 
.marriage, and thought with pain on many 
probable infelicities, which the less-think- 
ing or less-feetiiig bride never allowed to 
enter her imagination. Elizabeth was more 
worldly than either Ker mother or Althea, 
and saw the affair in the saibe dazzling 
Ught as Harriet herself, looting forward 
to many a gay and brilliant visit in Che- 
shire, where Randolph Castle was situated. 

The weather was now sp fine and clear, 
and lord. Randolph so impatient to get 
home, that the second day after his mar- 
riage he and the countess took leave of h6r 
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&mily, having vainly entreated Althea to 
accompany thein> and commenced their 
journey. Mrs. Vernon returned home^ 
and Altbea sent by her the loan».and the 
full gift of Harriet to herself, as well as 
Isabella, with ^ sincere hope that it might 
. be enough to satisfy Philipson's most ur- 
gent wants. She wished to have return- 
ed with her mother; but Mrs. Chailton 
had sent Jier wtMrd that in a tew days she 
should be at Westhaven, and particularly 
desired her to go back toTonington Lodge 
for a few weeks, to which Althea had 
agreed. 

Mrs. Vernon, as well as Althea, had 
been both pleased and surprised at the ap- 
parent increase of harmony between Eli- 
zabeth and Arlingham, so different from 
what they had of late observed. Eliza- 
beth seemed to have regained much of her 
Iqst influence, and carried every thing 
with a very high hand, so much so, that 
Althea was rather fearful lest she should 
relapse into the domineering* manners 
which had before so much apd so naturally 
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mSended him. Some latent cause appear- 
ed hidden behind Elizabeth's return to 
power; but whatever it might: be, sfie con- 
cealed it carefully whilst other witheisses 
thanr Althea were present, and the majo- 
rity of her guests went away in. the full 
persuasion of their being the happiest pair 
m the world! But their departure seemed 
thesignal for discontent and murmuring^ 
and a total- leverse of Etizabeth's lately- 
pleasant behaviour. 

" Lord! how insuf&iably stupid wiff 
Westliaven be now T said she, a day or 
two after she found herself without com- 
pany. *' Arlingham^ I must go to town' 
poMtively.' You hare no objection^ of 

** I don*t see why it diouH^ be a matter 
of couise so entirely^** he replied, sullenly, 
yet looking luther fearful' of an approach- 
ing storm. " I have no wish to go to 
town, and I'm sure you have had gaiety 
aiough here for some time." 

" Yes, and what a horrid contrast does> 
this empty plae6 present now !" said she, 
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vfith an affected shudder. " I seem to wan* 
der about like a creature alone in the world* 
Ko ; I muj5t go somewhere. If Vavasour 
>vere at home, . I would go to Charleville. 
I cannot think, hy-the-bye, why you would 
not let, me go to Randolph Castle with 
tjie earl and countess/' 

-^* Why now, just considier the distance, 
and the vast expence of a journey into 
.Chesliire and back again,'' replied Arling«- 
ham, " and tell me what would have been 
thq use of it, after having had Harriet here 
m long.'* 

*♦ The user she answered, with a pee- 
viidi frown. '^ I talked of the pleasure, 
not 1^ use, of 1^ journey . £ut, however, 
you seem positive, and so am I. RaliKer' 
than not go somewhere, I ^ win> go with 
Althea to Toningtcm Lodge, and see those 
two old twaddlers, Mrs. Charlton aii^ Mrs.; 
Amy !^inch, whom Althea proses so much 
about. When shall you go, Althea p'' 

" You need not trouble yourself about 
that," said Arlingham, now thwoughly 
^ngry, " for you will not leave Westhaven 
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at present I cannot aiford any journeys, 
after such a gay, expensive Christmas as I 
suflFered you to keep. I have not money 
for all your whims tod foDies, and you 
must content yourself at home.** 

** No, Mr. Arlingham," £lizabeth' re* 
plied passionately ; " ijo, sir, you have-not 
money for my follies, my decent and pro- 
per pleasures — ^you spend too much on 
your own scandalous amusements. The 
money which I might spend, respectably 
at least, is required for the service of-— — ^* 

" Elizabeth !•' exclaimed Arlingbatp, in 
a tone of extreme anger, and looking both 
frightened and foolish; '' Elizabeth, desist ! 
Do not forget your promise, for I think J 
have not failed on my part of the compact. 
You shall not expose me to Althea." 

Althea immediately arose to quit the 
room, but her sister caught her hand, and 
bursting into a passion of angry tears, vfe- 
hemently insisted on her remaining — "You 
Shall know alV said she; " you shall hear 
how that man deserves to be exposed to 
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you and the world. Yes, he keeps his 
paltry ridies from me to bestow them on 
Miss Kitty Summers — a vulgar wretch, 
who has not an idea beyond the finery his 
in&mous conduct (enables her to heap oix 
her ugly person. It was to hide this dis- 
graceful Secret, and remove the object of it<^ 
that I was kindly permitted to visit my 
&mily ; but I discovered it all through a 
kind and feeling friend, and '' 

** I will hear no more," said Althaa, stern- 
ly, " for all I do hear gives me an opinion; 
of my sister I grieve from my soul to en- 
tertain*" 

** Do you then encouragfe such ccmduct? 
Is this the morality of your exeoiplaiy 
Mrs. Charlton?" said Elizabeth. 

•• No, far from it," answered Althea. 
^ No cHie can condemn your husband, if 
such has been his conduct, more than I do, 
^t than Mrs. Charlton would ^" 

•* If such has been his conduct!" inter- 
rupted the indignant wife. " Jf! do you 
then dmrbt me? Ask that conscience^ 
struck toaiv^ there if it l^ true> JEIe own- 
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ed it to me,, and mil n^t dare to deny if 
to you J or any oy\e. Ask him." 

*• No/* replied Althea, '^ P have no right 
tp question Mr. Artingham; and pardon 
me, Elizabeth, if I say that after such oon- 
duct on your part as I have this morning* 
witnessed, much of my pity for you on so-, 
trying an occasion is lost, and transfenied^ 
together with my severest abhorrence of 
Bis crime, to your husband." 

** HdkFTfiey Miss* Vernon," said Arling- 
liam, much agitated! 

" No,'* answered Althea, *^ I would 
Jisten to neither. Right or wrong, I am 
not capable of deciding on a point so deli- 
cate, and on which I ought not to be con- 
sulted. I am shocfied and wounded be- 
yond measure at Mrs* Arlingham's violent 
exposure of that which she ought rather 
i^ have bidden fipom even sus{»cion» She 
has behaved towards you with rudeness — 
indelicately towards me.- You,. Arling— 
hann I f^r, have offended against virtue 
and morality, and insulted your wife by 
the gross deviation. But foi^ Heaven's 
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sake, do not make me a judge on either 
side ! Allow me to retire, and do not ask 
me to return to you jdll this bitter quarrel 
i3 adjusted between you. 1 cannot bear to 
witness a distpute in wjiich I know not how 
to interfere properly. You are b<^h so. 
much to blame, that I hardly know to 
which side to lean. Elizabeth, I will not 
be detained; nor would you find an advan*- 
tage in attempting it, since I should only 
stay to recommend you, though the person 
most injured, to seek a reconciliation." 

Althefi then left them ; and the quarrel 
having been interrupted by her interfe- 
yeno^, subsided into a sullen calm;, each 
ashamed of their own conduct — indignant 
i^t that of the pther-^and determined not 
to seek a reconciliation at the expence of 
their own dignity and^rqp^ spirit. 

Althca found them in this agreeable state 
of mijad when she.descended to join them 
at dinner,, which she did at Elizabeth's ear- 
nest entreaties^ andpromises of being quiet 
at least. Convinced that she could d,o no 
good by remaining longer at Westhaven to 
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two people obstinately determined to quar- 
rel with their own happiness and each 
other, she wrote that afternoon to Mrs. 
Charlton to hasten her arrival, and take 
her as soon as she could to Torringtort 
Lodge; and two days after her letter reach- 
ed its destination, Mrs. Charlton's carriage 
and housekeeper arrived for Miss Vernon, 
with a letter excusing her own appearance, 
on the plea of indisposition — a plea which 
Althea well comprehended. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 



Oh! how thou hast with jealousy infected 

Th6 sw^tuess of afEance ! Sua ksspe ksl c« 

Although Altliea refused to listen to the 
two angry- combatants, each eager to vin- 
dicate their own conduct, she could not ob* 
ject to attend to Elizabeth when by them- 
selves; but in spite of all the varnish which 
self«-love could put on, and all the kind 
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prejudice which a sister's affection could 
feel, Althea could not excuse Elizabeth's 
behaviour, though she, on every account, 
infinitely more condemned Arlingham. 
That he had been guilty of gross miscon- 
duct and infidelity, was not to be denied ; 
but Althea discovered firmi her sister** 
own statement, that he Bad frequently 
walked off in a passion from his own house 
in an evening to get rid of her intolerable 
teazings, and chance had then thrown in 
his way an artful and unprincipled girl, 
who had rather been the seducer than the 
seduced. He tried, of couBse,. to keep a 
transgression of this kind, of which he was 
soon weary (for Arlingham was not an im- 
moral man), a secret from his wife;' but 
these is always, as the critic says,/* some 
d — d good-natured friend" to make those 
matters public; and the Pantons^ who 
hated himi not entirely without a cause, 
had no greater {Measure than in drvulgiiig* 
the disgraceful affair to Elizabeth, wlit> still . 
continued to notice them, in defiance of 
her husband's wishes and anger. Instead 
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of checking with contempt the vile tale,shc 
listened with avidity, and with more rage 
than wounded aSection, to the account of 
her wrongs, a^mvated by malice, and re- 
peated with all the inflaming cant of pre- 
tended friendship and feeling. She pro- 
mised silence ; but her promise was soon 
forgotten in the passion of the moment^ 
when after tea he took hi*, hat as usual of 
late, and^ prepared to go out, whether to 
Miss Kitty Summers's cottage, or nqt, she 
did not stay to inquire. Then the whirl- 
wind raged -, Arlingham, too much asto- 
nished and too conscious to. attempt a de^ 
nial, or even an exculpation, stood trans- 
fixed, and looking very guilty and v^ 
foolish. 

There are those who ean conceive fronl 
their own feelings all that a jealous and en-* 
raged woman would utter upon such an 
€x;casion; from those who never have ex- 
perienced that fatal passion, it m^ be wise 
to conceal the intemperate lengths to which 
it will carry its unhappy votaries. Love 
had no share in Mrs. Arlingham's jealousy ; 
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therefore no gleams of relenting tenderness 
interposed to moderate her anger. Wound- 
ed pride, passion, contempt, every feeling 
which disdain could bring with it, swelled 
her heart,and actuated her tongue; and At* 
lingfaam, with some reason, believed he had 
paid half his penance in being compelled to 
listen to invectives so violent. Ashamed 
of himself, he owned there was some jus- 
tice in her reproaches, though Jie could 
not help referring her to her own conduct 
for many of the errors of his — a reference 
which did not make her temper ttiore pla- 
cid. A scene of sad recrimination follow- 
ed, and reconciliation was at last obtained 
by Arlingham's promisingto give up Miss 
Kitty, and indulging Elizabeth with a 
housefull of company at Christmas ; he 
demanding, with great propriety, an entire 
renunciation of all intercourse on her part 
with the Pantons. With this she was 
obliged to promise implicit compliance ; 
and she also promised to conceal the whole 
affair from her family, and particularly 
fix>m Althea, whom Arlingham really re- 
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Bpected. But this uvlnsky faua: pas , had 
given her a sort of pre-eminence over her 
husband, which she never fiiiled to take ad- 
vantage of, and she had used it as a pre* 
tence for extorting many indulgences from 
him he was not much disposed to grants 
The consciousness, however, of having in- 
sulted and injured her, made him tolerably 
submissive, and he gave up his own wishes 
to hers as a peace-offering. Indeed, so 
much was he humbled in his own opinion, 
much more so than he chose to shew, that 
by a different and more delicate, mode of" 
acting, which policy, if not affection, should 
have pointed out to her, she might now 
^lave established her power more firmly 
than ever. But Elizabeth's temper waa 
too violent and haughty to allow her to 
think of any thing but making him ashamed 
of himself; and believing she had now a 
never-failing claim upon him, she expected 
to be in every thing obeyed, and to reign 
absolute and uncontrolled. She tightened 
the chain till it snapped for ever, and by 
her injudicious exertion of authority, re- 
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luctandy granted her» again forfeited ih^ 
influence she might have secured. 

Habit has, unfortunately and unjustly, 
rendei^ veniid in man the same crime 
ivhich, in a woman, is never forgotten or 
forgiven; and Arliwgham,^ thot^h at first 
really repentant and grieved at his error, 
soon Sethis conscience at rest,, by vecoUect- 
ing he was no worse than other men, and 
should be no worse received in sociHy, and 
that hb wife had amply avenged herselT 
in the licenoe she had allowed her tongue, 
and the greater power she had assumed 
and been indulged in ; and though he did 
not intend to transgress any more, be ceased 
to trouble himself about the error he had 
abeady committed. 

Althea, o£ course, heard only^ one sidr 
of the question,, it being a subject oil' which 
she did not choose to conv^se with Ar- 
lingham, p^cularly as she was obliged to 
confess her sister had acted so materially 
wrong in her whole married career; and 
she would not condemn her to him,, and 
could not excuse her. Whatever Eliza*. 
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beth's augmented influence might have 
been by proper management at this criti- 
cal period) Althea was convinced it was 
now lost for ever, and that this last burst 
of unprovoked passion, and the exposure 
of her husband to her own family, contrary 
to her promise, had rendered him cool and 
callous to the fiiture. If they continued 
together, she saw (»ily indifference and 
wretchedness for Elizabeth at least, since,, 
with his obstinate and naturally-reserv- 
ed temper, she had very little to expect 
for hetself ; and he, conscious that he was 
betrayed to her own friends as a libertine, 
had no farther terms to keep,^ since he had 
lost hi& character where most he wished 
topreserve it. Arlin^iam well knew that, 
however leniently the world in genexal 
might consider a fault, like his, Althea 
would despise him, and never again think 
of him as a character to be admired and re- 
spected ; and this, as he really thought so 
highly of her, he could not bear without 
regret, and it heightened every angry im- 
pression against his wife. £li2abeth her^- 
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self, after the effervescence of passion was 
over, like all angry people, bitterly lament- 
ed having given way to it ; and finding a 
kind of protection and relief in Althea's 
presence, earnestly besought her to remain, 
at least some little time longer, at West- 
haven ; and to give more weight to her en- 
treaties, she urged them in Arlingham's 
presence, but not in a way to have much 
influence over Althea's fixed determina- 
tion of goings 

** Now do, Althea,** said she, " be per- 
suaded to stay a little while. I know Ar- 
lingham will do nothing but quarrel when 
you are gone, he is so angry with me. He 
forgets all tlie provo^tion I had to say 
what I did, and all his own faults, and only 
remembers mine,'' 

*fNo, Mrs, Arlingham," he answered 
coldly, " I shall not quarrel with you, rest 
assured. You and I shall in future act iii>* 
dependently of each other. I dball not 
condescend to dispute upon any point. 
You have spoken your mind with a free- 
dom which would certainly authorize my 
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doing the same; but I only wish to observe, 
that I shall in future be master of my own 
actions, and that neither anger, reproaches, - 
or tears, will have any effect an me* You 
have exposed me to the person I most re- 
gard and esteem in your own family— you 
have broken your promise with ine— and 
though you shall have nothing reascmably 
to complain of, you shall make your will 
conform to mine, and I will please myself. 
Miss Vernon, I wish you to stay here as 
long as you please-^I will not say as long 
as you find it agreeable, because you would 
in that case depart immediately. You shall 
ever find a home here, as long as you may 
want or wish it ; but I do not ask you 
with any assurance of being influenced in 
my conduct by your presence. I will ne- 
yer give Elizabeth again any real cause of- 
complaint^ but I cannot think of, or feel, 
for her as I have done ; nor will she again 
be able to pould me to her purposes, even 
by her blandishments, at least not till I am 
much less irritated ; and sure I am, her re- 
proaches will never have any other effect 
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thati that of driving me from home, in 
search of better tempers, and more agree- 
able companions, elsewhere.** 

Arlingham bowed to Althea as he fi- 
nished, and widked off; and Elizabeth, re- 
pentant and alarmed, because she believed 
he would deprive her of every pleasure, 
gave way to more real grief than she had 
^er fdt before. She had never seen him 
so positive ; and fin^g that Althea would 
i^ly have no power to lightari the evils 
she had so materially brought up<Hi hetiself, 
and 4hat she had actually written to Mrs. 
Charlton to fetch her away, she said no 
more ; and at the time appointed, Althea, 
after a very bitter parting with Elizabeth, 
and a very polite one wit]i Arlingham, 
went to seek tranquillity, and ask advice of 
Mrs. Charlton. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



^'11 give thrice so jnuch'land 

To any w6ll-fleserv4ng frien'd ; 

But in thie way of hurgain, mark ye me^ 
. JL*il cavil 4Q the niotb pari of a bair. Sua k esb£ aa &«v 

Althea found lier good friend as^lad ss 
ever to .«ee her, and she found her alone; 
for Mrs, Amy Finch had gone suddenly 
away, two,days before, to nurse her nephew, 
who had come. ta her house at Kensington 
ill. Mrs. Charlton was always .placid^ but 
she was generally remai»kably cheetful 
too; but now Althea fancied she was 
grave and ill at ease, and thoi^gh she talk- 
ed o£ old times, and took the same interest 
as ever in all that concerned Althea .ajnd 
her family, still there was an air of abstrac- 
tion, and a brow of care, which could not 
^^cape Althea's observation. She noticed 
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it at length, and Mrs. Charlton owned 
that she was uncomfortably. 

" You know, my dear Althea," said she, 
** I am not apt to despond, and you know 
also that I am not so tenaqous of this 
world's goods as to repine at a partial de* 
privation of thenx on my own account. 
But I have just now several claims upon 
my purse, which I am unable to answer 
as I wish ; and I'll tell you why. I am 
threatened with a lawsuit respecting the 
Irish estate, which, as you know, is one of 
the greatest sources of my wealth. A 
claimant has sprung up, after more than 
forty years* possession of this property, 
and I am under the necessity >of going 
myself to Ireland, to answer some questions, 
and produce some important documents, 
in person. I am most particularly un- 
comfortable at this; for at this very time 
my poor young friend, Mrs. Sedley, and 
her abominable, though specious husband, 
have come to such extremities as to talk 
seriously of parting; and my influence 
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^nigbt have been of' great use there. Mrs-. 
Amy Finch) who had most kindly offered 
to 90 with me to Ireland, k obliged at 
diis time to i^tum home; and in diortr 
eveiy thing ^seems to' be M uh{>ropitiou:$ 
4ojmy wishes, that I con^s I am quitef 
out of sjaiitai, and much dispctted to be' 
^{ompfeiely mdimcholy, which, you cant 
itDudi for me, I vety •seldom am.'' 

•^ IfJ" replied Althea, ** my company t<y 

jMhmd can be eithw of use or comfort t» 

you, my dear Mend, I am very sure my 

■mother will not hesitate to ^ve her con^*^ 

«ent to my going 1 atad mine, you know, 

. you may command* When do you go?'' 

^1 expected this offer from your aflfec^ 
tionate heart* my dear girV answered 
Mrs. Charlton t ^< but I dmnot think of 
taking you ftom.your risters and friends^ 
to whoki 3^ou are so necessary. And yet^ 
Aithea, I shall reUncjui^ your society' 
with more regret than I would have yott 
suspect It would be a great oomfort to^ 
tne certamly«— but still*—-." 
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Mrs. Chariton's wishes were soevidenf^ 
«id she bad made so many 3acrifice8 for 
Mrs. Vernon's family^ that Aliliea oould 
not ^ear to desert her at this moment, 
and without urging the mattar &rther, 
wrote that very night to her mother, re« 
presenting the affair exactly as it was» 
and begging her permission to attend Mrs. 
Charlton. To this request Mrs. Vemoa 
could not deny her assent, though in her 
heart she languished £>r Althea's return ; 
^r she fi>un^ but little ix>mfort in Philip^ 
4Bon's &mily, and yet was obliged to be 
frequently there. Circumstanced as Mrs* 
Charlt^i was, neither Althea or her fkad^ 
\y could ask to meet before she left £i^* 
land, since any delay might, be of most 
serious consequenee; and fit the time of 
year in which die voyage was to be per* 
finrmed, it was but too probable the ele^ 
ments tliemselv«8 would consfMre to retard 
their progress.. Althea^ therefore, wi<b 
more sadness at heart than she suiS^ed 
Mrs. CharltoQ to perceive in her usual 
manner sat down t^ write ^ Isajbella and 
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PhUipson that farewell whi£h she could 
not^take perscmally, and with much aiid 
iriie affiection she mingled judidmui and> 
ddiieate advice. ' Over these letters Isa* 
beUa oMild only «ve^ and lament, and 
Philipson himself lek ray severely the 
loss of Alithea!s equal mind and tra&quii 
4^ie(dulD6ss. Mr. and Mrs. Arlin^am 
were wfBciently near Tonington Lodge 
Id aUow of a paesonal adieu, and they 
4ipe9it the last day of Althea's scgoumin 
England with her thera Their m^imcas, 
though no longer thwarting «nd bickering 
to eiclft other» were &r bogax pleasant or 
eonsolatcry to so ai^xious an observer as 
jlUtiiea.. They seemed to have fiJlen into 
a «tate af complete anid apatiieCie ^ indiflS^r* 
^iice^ and barely to endure each other 
witii ^toleiaUe civility. Conviaoed^ how- 
0ver» tluxt advioe was thrown away » a|id 
unwiUu^ to revive old oonyersations^ or 
leave An unpressicHi <if disgust and anger 
in the xainds of either towards hersc^* 
Althea did not embitter the^last momenii 
M8 
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by giave exhortafibn, Biid they "pBotteS 
with mare appoieiit cheeriiikieBsliliMi any 
<)f tiiem :ftk. Howarer iitHe attentiom. 
ISmfaetlt ]ftaid to the bdvioe b€ Ahfae^^ 
she yen fi^ ills value, and Ae tould not 
lielp acknowledging a «oiH;ofid€^Gtote vbidi 
in her bosom, when 'she ^re&tcijdd on th^ 
distaoce which wouli soon divid^'theni^ 
tind that ihie should no longer be able t^ 
i»k that asrtstanc^ or consult th^t sound' 
judgBu^t wfaidt had sometimes so* much 
Mviended her. ^^M camageS' left ^ixe^ 
X$ngte6 at Hie .«ame timoy «tid Mti^ Atw 
lingham dpv^iatly wished she Imd beeiib 
1tfrs.<!faflrlloiaftseo&^{3a^ kistd^ of ter 

A nipid>ijo«titwgr brou^ i>ur trayeS^^ 
into Cfeiediire;' where Rsbdolph Castte^ 
was ntiiate4 iMnd' they ieten passed s(»lie 
oftheintfgrtififcenVwoods'-whieh belonged' 
t6 the estatje. « ^ Mi*. Ch j(f Iton felt hclw na-* 
tural It-' was fyr Althea to wfeh toSfte^the^ 
place wiiifeh was now inhabit^- ^bf liel^ 
sistev^ isnd «lferad eVen to^ d^y her- ]^m1 
f^ress for oneiday to gi¥e her that pleasure; 



jb«t Jto thi& wAlthea would bdt dotnsent^ 
Msining her she fiiQuld much ^prefer stop* 
pbag. a &w. da^ cm. their return^ Vwfaeii 
th^ ^eould beitgr juc^ of H»rriet^& situfr> 
tioaana^cfaanoe fea* ha|i^0n: than novr^ so 
•ooii itfiker. her nsorriage* The amicable 
dispute vn^ settled at the iim.where the;^ 
didngcJd horses^ aad> where tjhe^ learnt 
iSbrt the ebri and oounte89 wete not yet 
reti^naed td the castle, AJ tiiea could nol 
Msist asking a few questions of the imi^ 
Ikecq^er^ relatite to hi^ lordshipV general 
diaracter^ expecting; as Ihe mmi had no 
idea of any conneidon between them« tm 
jheiir the truth.. 

. *^ Why really, i}aft'am,''«qfJKedA^^ 
^ I beUeve my lord k very well whdn he 
is . pleas^, but it is iio eltisy ^ntat^r; to 
|)i}^e him. Ufi hsB Alible bad healthy 
tnds I fa^ey those whQ harv0 i^ burse him 
imtt .finfl the task yeiy ^leiasant.'' , 

**Il^hel^Jber«fl;? ]and .does he lite in k 
good . sdylftw 'und keep much .company ?^ 
ad^ Althed. r 

•* Oh di&»^ no, iBb&'mh'* Mr. Patry auN 



Ita TSe BALAVCS OF COitfOHIf. 

^^rared; ^ I doift suppose iny lord^givtft k 
•dmnex ibree times a-yeaor; but then be 
lives in great splendour by himself; mi I 
hear that he has erery thing in just as 
onudi style, and just as expencdve, as if lie 
liad a house full of company^. Bering 
iiis wife, who is, I hear, young and beaiiti* 
ful, may alter the dd plans alitUe; but 
Ahe must take care, for my lord is as jea-* 
loui^ as he is proud ; and that is saying no 
little.'' 

t Althea sighed at thb report, but asked 
no brther, feantag to hiear fny tfait^yet 
«iore uripleasfoit. 

Notwithstanding the seaikm was not 
esfsicily s\i(h as t^endered a fi'ea-voyage de* 
siraMe, the party encoimtered leiss danger . 
Qild inconvemenee than they* had expect- 
ed. Mrs. Charlton baid frequently been 
in Ireland befi^ ; and both her man and 
maid-servant had aoeompanied her, and 
were liierefore aware <rf what they sbodld 
have to contend with. Poor Althea su& 
fered enough to make her hail with de- 
light the bay of Dublin, where a few days* 



rect entirely restored her. Mra. Charlton 
had written to her agent from England^ 
^o had, in compliance with her feqoest, 
provided a very comfortable house for her 
in on*^ of the best streets in DnUin ; and 
her acquaintance there being of the first 
order of persons, Althea soon found herself 
in the midst of society, whose pnoyerbid 
hospitality, had she been so disposed, 
would have engrossed every Idsure mo« 
ment. Mrs. Charlton was soon fully em- 
ployed with lawyers, and surrounded with 
papers; and havihg introduced Althea to 
two or three particular friends, was com- 
pelled to give up her own time almost 
wholly to the business which took her 
there, and which seemed to be of a much 
more complicated and serious nature than 
she had at first imagined. 

When Althea, in the first ardour of 
friendship, and eagemeiG» to oblige Mrs, 
Charlton, offered to become her eom« 
panion to Irdand, she had totally forgot* 
ten that sir. Montague Vavasour was in 
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^t eountiy. The neooUedic^ howenr^ 
aoon reourredf and with if; p, «^isi^tioB t<> 
'which she knew not how to^ve a naitte^. 
^he scarcely knew whether she hoped' t» 
meet Jui^ or iu>t ; but she earoe^tjjb cbs^r- 
e4 to heoome> by some means^ acquainted 
^ith Ml$s.iQrfi;Mrd« whose charade c^^eaxv 
fct to heir a. r^ singular one^ and m 
whom she took 4 gr^t interest. For 
fioipe tim^ ish^ neithjKP saw w heaid of any 
«ueh persons as either sir Montague ot 
"f/im Qrfo{d,.and begw to thipk ^ sboiiI4 
l^ve Ireldfid uBgiati^ed. Her fiesid@s«f 
in th^ country wast destined to be nuieb 
mem lengthened than Ae either wished 
w^xpeoted; fin^someciiciumsl^uAoes oocur« 
red a£ter she got Ihere^ which inyphed herv 
as a witn^ in Mrs. Cliarltxm's business^^ 
and prevented hfer oetuming to England 
Ivithout her^hadabebeensoincliiiied; and 
hefore she did return, she was introduce^ 
to Miss Oiford But as 90 particular 
tirents took pliscd during the fk&t three 
uontfas of h» stay 9^ Dublin^k we> shall 
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leave iiet tfaer^ and lode hade to the pe- 
liod c^ her quitting En^and; and.* the 
&iends diie then lefi; to vnsh, for her ie* 



CHAPTER XX. 



Ofi» ovf* go«d lord ! whj; are yoi) thos alone f " 
For iwbat offence have I'this fortnight ^^en ' 
A banished woman ? 



A b2|bitalioii giddj and Ufsurt 

Hath b«B that buikleth ob the Vdgar heart. 

■ * ■ . 'I ,' 

WfiBRs every tyng cdnsfued so mufa* 
flily t(> please, ash in the ease of G^rge 
V^oh and Mi»s Prk^gle, littte dday was 
«ieces82(r3p^ besides that- ^en to settle^ 
ments and bridltl paraphertidia. The fin^ 
^^v^ ihd^cA leody befbie t^'kst*^ and 
Mrif. I^ringle was ftp s6me we6k9 envelope 
^' V satin(9> salvep mw^M^ ttuM, iMd td»^ 

M3 
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vets^ SO iniudi so^ that sh^ had hardly time 
to pay her aocustomed visits, and talk* 
• *^ Veil . vhvr/^. said .' she, ** look here> 
Phtebe, my dear. This here sprigged 
muslin over vhite satin, trimmed A^th 
mackUn lace, vill just do for the vedding; 
, and I think this other vill do for morning 
dresses." 

" I prefer this thinner one,** replied 
Phoehe, in a languid tone; " bijt as you 
please. I shall look at, and think of 
George alone/* 

" Veil, that may do a little vile,*" re- 
plied Mrs. Pringle, laughing, " This here 
ipujslm^ howsever, is the best ; for you'll 
have a deal more vearth out of it than out 
of t'other. There is the gold ornaments 
Iw ycMt green welwet pelisse and hat^ 
Vbere*s the gold star for the firont? Oh! 
Jbere 'tis. Veil, npw ve may as veil go 
wd pfty some farewell wfeats." 

The wedding took place in due time, 
And the happy pair set off to pass. the hoc* 
4keymom Ir X>aa'on» wAsm all the^iighti. 
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Mrs. Vernon partook of the stiinptuous 
breakfast prepared by Mrs. Pringle; but 
Fhilipson and Isabella, though invited, 
did not attend, as George gave consider- 
able dfence by not asking him to perform 
the ceremony. The distribution of bride- 
cake conveyed more envy and heart-burn- 
ings than pleasure to n^ny who received 
it; and had Philipson been able to per- 
suade , his wife, he would have returned 
the portion which arrived at the parsonage, 
accompianied by a note of twenty pounds, 
addressed tp the little Althea, for a coral 
ueddace, but in reality a shabby gift to h^ 
mother. 

8ome wedcs passed on unmarked by any 
event* Fhilipson^ though relieved by 
Harriet's loan, and Althea's generous gift, 
&om his greatest and most inunediately 
pressing embarrassments, was yet too much 
involved to recover his ease of mind, and 
sought to /escape reflection by seeking so^^ 
dety. His temper, which was originatty 
rather careless than good, became by these 
circumstances mudi soured, and he grew ; 
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9nb M^^mfe «k hsmt, mA tken hMxsYu 
iUaiy spftUcation &r monejr, though made 
9B seldama5poffiibk5,tlii€whamkitoapas» 
sioD ; m that to avoid altensttioa, Isabdhi 
acBiietiiiie& \ra» ccaoapeUed to contiact littila 
hs|k, which, when the time came, she lounct 
heiself itnabfe to pay, and thus incvesaed 
the evU for which she found #nly a t^napo* 
wty raniedy. Mild aad gentle hcvsd^ 
md unwed to the starts of passion and fitd 
of ili-humour, to whieh^ h^ hiislMnd pow« 
fiequmtly gave way, liitt* health and spiriti 
drooped alike, though she exerted befsdf 
tacanceal the failure of bc*h iStom him. 
Unknown to her, he had taken up almost 
^ hev little fortune^ fii9| isl furnishing 
the vkarage,, and then in payifig some of 
his old cotkge debts^ wtiieh eould be evad» 
e^ na knger. Thehr^ income thus wa» 
lessened, wh^tisi an. increasing &milyi»ther 
rehired its augmentati^R. She stiU look^ 
ed with ooniBdenee to Fairfield, aa the 
iPime of weakh which waa to-' make aU 
thiQgs ^fiiliHrtable» and she frequently ei^ 
^VQiised ta raise be&huaband's^ j^toomy 



fiiplrits with the same cheering- hope: hut 
he no longer felt that conviction of hetter 
prospects, thougit, as Arfingham had no* 
declared a change of sefttiment on the suh- 
ject, he 6SA not whoHy despair, arid wouM 
not dieck her anticipation of the ftiture, 
orteadi her to dread evils whicfr mf^A# 
net arrive*. Bttt thSs irritation' e( mind 
iind sphrits led to much ill, for it rendered 
him una^e to take pleasure in those do^ 
sBiestie scenes aa^ooeupatk^s xmhich hci 
had fb#mierly eiijoyedi H^ no longe^ 
eoiild empk^y hima^ in wading ov fishing 
-^the efegaiit improvements [in hii^ little 
domains no longer nSforded him ieH^t^foir^ 
he DOW viewed them^ m others had I6hg^ 
doAd; rather ae mementoes of extravkgant; 
fefiy tli£il><^ use: B^ Idet ' im mornings: 
Bi wandering irom ooe fkmily to another^,. 
Uatemng to idle news, and' flirting ^ith^ 
&rwiard ghrk/who lik^d his gaBantriesr 
^ite as wefi as If he ha^d; been a single< 
maii» soiiieof th^m, from the^ lan^ble mo* 
ti've of ^Vmg pain V hi^ w^, who, by^ 
tlieir eneow^gement of Ms Mty^ became 
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every day more neglected. The absence 
of Althea at this time was a very smous 
affliction to Isabella, and would have 
'been equally so to Althea herself, could 
she have known all the growing evils of 
her sister'^ situation* One thing only re- 
mained to make her still more uncomfort- 
able, and that was the removal of her mo- 
ther from her immediate neighbourhood; 
and thi£P trouble was soon added to the 
rest The Lea, where Mrs. Vernon had 
now for some yeans resided, was the pro- 
perty of a young maxir whom some m- 
di^K^ticms had oUiged to dispose of fhia 
and other estate during && involmtary 
exile to aaiother kingdom. Cifcumftances 
had changed, and Mr* Molyneuic return- 
ed to England, accompanied by ^female 
Jriendf and fixed upon the Lea as hist 
own place of residence; and Mrs. Vernonr 
was compelled to quit it Kd other place,, 
not even a decent cottage, offered itself a» 
a fit habitation for her, and she was forced 
to remove, after staying some time with 
her daughter, to a village at a distance^ 
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/w^hidi precluded auy thing like frequent 
intercourse* 

Poor Isabella was thus left wholly to^ 
herself, and had soon more reason to la^ 
ment this change in lier mother's situation 
than the mere loss of her society and as* 
sistance. The Lea became^ a scene of at- 
traction to Philipson^ on laaore than one 
account; and his late harmlessy though 
foolish, ffirtations.with the village Misses 
.were now concentrated, and assumed a 
much less innocent >aspect. Molyneu^ 
and Fhilipson had been at school^ and one 
year at cdlege, together; but there Mr. 
Mdlyneux had committed some wild ex^r 
cesses, which procured lus expulsion; and 
soon afterwards greater eirors baiHshed 
him for a time from his native country^ 
This period, if it was of but little advan- 
tage to his morals and conduct, was great* 
ly so to his estate; and he was now retunw 
ed to a much better fortune than he left^ 
but with the errors of youth ripened into 
the vices of manhood. Unfortunately, 
he returned to' wttic near tl]^i'nce favour* 
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ite companion of his early^ fhjKcs, antf Aat 
at a moment when Philipson's misetded 
and irritated n)ind required relaxation, and 
sou^t it but too indJscriminateljr. He 
ttmnd at the !Lea good cheer and BTely 
companionsr; for Mrs. Fennor, thefiiendand 
proi^gSt of Molyneux, was a very accom^ 
pKshed, pleasant woman, of stifficient pro^ 
jpriety of manners no* to ^sgust eve« one 
more fastidious than PMlfpson. Here then 
Isabella's husband spent those hours whi^ 
she passed alone and in sortow ; for it was 
not possible she should remain ignomnt 6t 
the state of Mr.TMFqlynetix' femfly arrange^ 
inents. Fading he^h ahd ftuHng spirits 
inade her soKtarjr home no longer a scene 
iof pleasure r and even the smilei^ of her 
fittle Althea ceased to afford unfh&ed' de^ 
light ; but Philipson sa<v;nothnx^ of this, 
for he was seldom at homfi arid wiflcn 
there, Isabella raliiet! -her weak ' spirits ; 
and her paHid cheek 'aiid hollow e^e he 
either did not dbserW, or if he did oeeai 
sionalfy temark that she looked ill,* he 
placed it to tlie natuire of h*r aituatioi^ 



jftor she was now vary neaitlmr second ccoi^ 

fiaementr AHhea would hardly be a yea#' 

eid^ aodd thk second babe psomUed tdbe an? 

on wekcMne IritrudBr to all. She finind alt 

her e£Bart& ifiadequate to support her ifaim 

Iies6» vfheapi Ae compared the present wkh 

the former sunilar chtnamstance. Theii 

Phitips<»i was all love and kindness, see-^ 

kig'uiO object but hei^l^ and studying 

only hofw he might,^by the most assiduous 

attention, render her atuation less irksome 

and unpleasant Then, too, she looked 

forward to the company of her favourite 

f istor^ of whose return frotn Ireland she 

How beard no mention, but whom she 

more than ever languished to see. She 

knew that by strongly expressing thi* 

wish, she should obtain it, since nothing 

tiut Althea's ignorance of her real state of 

health and mind could have prevailed ctt 

her to be so long absent. Had she sur* 

tnised the ^ truth, could she have for a 

moment believed du(^ to be Isabella's ao« 

tual situation, ^en her engagements with 

Mrs« Charlton ^itould have given way to 



£58 TfiE BALANCE OF COMIOBr/ 

the superior calls of sisteily afFecdon. 'Bit* 
terly did she afterwards lament what she 
called Isabella's iE*1imed ^eUcttef on thia 
occasion. Mrs. Vernon had pvomised to 
be with her daughter during her confine- 
meht^ and for a few weeks before; and at 
that time Fhilipson was more at home, for 
he felt ashamed to be always found in such^ 
society as that now generally gathered to- 
gether at the Lea. Mrs, Vernon^ how-» 
ever, heard too mudi from her son of the 
dissipation going on there^ and theinti-' 
macy between Molyneux and Edwaird, U> 
be deceived by this temporary mispension 
of it ; but conscious that a mother^inJaw 
has no power, and fearful he should blame 
Isabella as the informer, if she gpfve him 
to understand all she knew,^ she checked 
the reproaches and advice which hovered 
en herlips^ though she could not help her 
mannei^ being cold and eonstrained to* 
wSards him/ George Vernon and his wife 
had long ceased any farther intercourse 
than an occasional call at the^ vicarage; 
aud this Isabella imputed to the pride of 



tlie ktter; but her moiher and htisb^S 
knew better. Long extremely otfefided 
with Philipson for hk little attention to^ 
|>rudence and ecan<miy, George was now 
<3ompleteIy disgusted and exasperated by 
iMs intimacy with people so every way 
improper. No female society was to h& 
found at the Leaf but rumour began tO' 
Bpr^ad abrbad tbe high favour in which 
•* the parson'* stood with the lady who pre- 
sided there, and which was reported to be 
far greater than that enjoyed by Mr. Mo* 
lyneux himself. Fortunately nothing of 
this had yet reached Mnu Philipson's ears ; 
and her acquaintance was so small, and 
she herself so miich beloved and respect* 
ed, that Mrs. Vernon hoped she would 
escape the hearing of what she stiQ tried 
to believe was only village scandal. The 
period at length arrived which brought 
two pieces of interesting information to 
Philipson — ^the birth of a boy, and the 
death of the rector of Fairfield. He wrote 
off immediately in the highest spirits to 
Arlingham an account of both events; 



Isabella's dmge^ for -she JMd lieeii'verf 
near dying, had revived thoae aooidmeiite 
^ t^ulemes^ wt(i(^ b«4 oloMit .exj^iredr 
azidtbe b<^of «ffli!e«ee again enAiv^Dl^g 
Ids own bome^ lm4 endeared iAnsA home^ 
m id6a» to his wandering heart. ArlU^« 
ham's reply to lus letter at last am^ed, 
lUftd those visim^t^.of eomfort were at onoc' * 
disserved— -th^ liying of Faicfield wa» 
ipven to a '' getttkman who w<mld kiiow 
haw to econovuae its profits, aod who had^ 
BO acqjoaiuteA^ «»th Mr. M^y»ma«? 
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CHAPTER XXL 

, •('•:•:" •; .•■ I' '••:.*' • ' ' 

What did I pigrt will) wfeen I gave my beartf 
X Icnew iiot that all happiness Went with it. 
• \inhy did* t'leact^ my tendarww^AerVw^ng, 
'. Aod .'tentiiire iiMx}ia«e'if 'iSie m«id< that hvm 
t?o«8 CM^rtp s^a^uj^on a^slMttpr^dplanis^ 
Ajid puis her Ucust lo mii:acl&s for.safety. 

* Yovn G*B Kevengt. 

1?o Ttt^iige cowH aoeuratdy delineate' 
Philipson's feelings on tfee receipt of ^W 
Irtter, which was oo6l ftnld fcbWtettiptuotis^ 
scai\»ely'deigmfig a woini of upology, arid' 
thtewing the whole- blame of the disap^ 
pmntmeflt on Philipson, whilst ArMnghara* 
exculpAted^ hitnsdf, or endeavoured to do- 
«d,ori the scoiie tf neV«r having giv^ a* 
pfositife promise. For' some days the 
shock was sd sevcBe, that iPhili^^son c6ul4^ 
notri»e aftoVe it suflBfciehtly to' stir from* 
home ; and liSab^Ha, ftt^fti whom the fafal 
truth Mpas at present carefiitlly ooincealed,^ 
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fondly thought it was returning tender* 
tiess towards herself that prompted this 
-change of manner and more domestic ha- 
l)its. Philipson had indeed ba% too mudi 
reason for despendency, fer he well knew 
that many of his importunate creditors had 
heen kept quiet only by the promise of 
payment when this living became his own^ 
«nd that the first intimatimi of his disap 
pointment would bring a variety of daim- 
ajits round hixn* dtaiUj irritated under the 
idea that he had deceived them into more 
quiet measures by promises he iumself 
had no reason to build upm* 

Mrs. Vem<») ivas not less shocl^ and 
unhappy tbaxi FUlipspn, for she had not 
the most distant idea, of such an event; 
and besides the serious inconvenience to 
the whole &nuly, ahe was wdl aware that 
it must wh^y destroy all future ^end- 
«hip and intcarcoucse between them and 
Arlingham» sood consequently^ in a great 
measure, if not «itirely» Elizabeth also^ 
She had a great suspicion of Fhilipson's 
being a good deal involved in his cireum* * 
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stances, though not; to the, amount he 
really was, and determined, when the first 
emotion and irritation of disappointpient 
had a little subsided, to question him, and« 
if possible, relieve his wants, by d saoifioe 
of some of her own little property. But 
he knew too well the impossibility df her 
affi>rdng Imn any very material assistance 
to unfold the history of his real situation^ 
and thou^ he consented to borrow of her 
two hundred pounds, whidi gave him a 
temporary breathing*time, he felt that it 
could only be a very transient relie£ 

The information of thk cruel conduct' 
on &e pipt <€tf. Adin^am was, oi course, 
aecessarily imparted to poor Isabella, when 
she had regained ^uch a portion of strengA 
as enabled her to hear it without dang^, 
and- dreadAiUy was she affected by it 
Thoi^gh ignorant' of the extdnt of thdr 
^niborraflsments^is^ knew they ware heavy; 
and jud^^g of the £ature ^hct such a 
catuatibn would hare on her husband by 
tiiat £he had already lamentied, she gave 
way almost to despair^ as she anticipated 
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'^y additional glodmfaaesst at home^ and m 
^^t^r desure of dttsipatiilg tmeasy sensa-i 
Mom m coeapcmy she fbdivi it imposaftde 
tb apprdve* l^ie kindfw .ndir that aome 
^^^iredsf^ their.i»igia&Hy«4tBail p mper ty 
tiad been tatoi ti{i^ ami die Mt kra^f 
silmost unttblfc to strogj^e against the lk»w 
:v<m of a^ leM^ied ineome^ an incEetaing' 
^femily^. a load ^ debts, aad a hudbond's 
^doroaeiMQSf^ "vd^ueh iftie had feund, by sad' 
^^feti^ncGj augmei^tadtaa tlie neoemty cf 
r^dition)! kiiidne88.becamemQi9e ifij^^ 
tto enabte bet t^ bear 4Jse acemdulated load 
«rf evil. 

. In thiB>£cfties8 the friendipihip. of Mrv 
MiAjihsxr& was,, for ^e flfts* time, of user 
£it to him Fhilipsou fl^el^disdiisdii hit 
^itudtiOn; and wad by him aieMnBmiodBted 
with money suffident ffaor his pMsent exi- 
rginty. Bat this only inoreaaed/t ie^d^fi- 
<^ulty in future^ond lttsei^!i(tia'!»i09e^h]S} 
aireadyi^contzactad iidcc»me,:by loadiiitgi' it 
with interest for the mai& 'thus^borooived^ 
&ad by thrilwixi^ hlin still. nlare into the 
dai^gerous ^society of this profligate maiv 
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degtroyed his ^a^oe fw cecoverkig the 
^omesilic hay^ness he ^ev^ day fer&ited 
«tiil farther. Mcdyneux d^eniaiided the fuE 
ipriee of his late exatttioiis, and PfaHipfiQii 
fcHUid hkus^ entan^ed in a vkkius so- 
ciety, whklh h^ had handly the power tor 
SLvmAj widiottt giving offence to a Bian 
who bad«eitii^ fedUng or dd&sacy to deter 
him from perpetual allusions to tibe beoeSi 
tie had receodly conferred^ .and the grati- 
Htude he expected in return^ Conscious of 
4;he trouble and dijBBculties in which his 
amfrudeut oonoeolment of his eady «€^- 
tan^emeiiits had inyolved JsahdK and 
toud^ed b^ her placid and uncomplaia- 
ing i^durance of ikem^ Phiiipson woul4l^ 
^t this time, fiiln lia;ve retunied whoUjr 
to share and lighten them, but this was 
not pemiitted ; and in addition to the 
boisterous <;Iaiixis of Molyneux, Mrs. Far- 
mor pccfen^ liers also, and aasailed him 
more sucoessfuUy by her fharms, her h)aa- 
dishments, and her ^flattery. Tid» part of 
the business he ^deavouzed most straau-. 
VOL. u. N 
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ously to conceal from Isabella, and placed 
his' continual visits at the Lea, which some- 
times lasted three or four d^ys, to the 
necessity he was under of keieping wdl 
with a man to whom he was so greatly 
obliged.; Isabella was then ignorant of 
ithc real inducement for these long visits^ 
but the dreadful truth was not always 
cqncealed. 

Mrs. Vernon was better informed; and 
to keep her deceived daughter still in ig- 
norance, prolonged her^ stay at the vicar- 
age much beyond the time she originally 
intended; nor would she have quitted her 
when she did, but for a hasty summons to 
Randolph Ga&tie, Harriet not befing ex- 
pected to survive a tenible illness, which 
had destroyed all present hopes of an heir 
to that ndWe estate. Mrs. Veirnoa could 
iiot refuse sudh a request, aiid Isabella W9S 
niost reluctantly obliged to spare her. Be- 
fore i^e went, however^ she wrote to Mrs. 
Charlton, whose affairs she found had taken 
a favourable turn, and who might perlmps 
now be able to s^ad or bring Althea to 
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^England, from whence she had been ab- 
sent many months longer than she had at 
first expected. It was now the latter end 
of July, and Althea had quitted Eng- 
land in January. How much had hap- 
pened to herself and Isabella since then ! 

The departure of Mrs. Vernon seemed 
the signal for the , consummation of her 
daughter's distresses. Her presence had 
hitherto checked the impertinent condole- 
ments of affected friendship, and the cruel 
eommimications of pretended sympathy; 
but once left to herself the coast was clear; 
and Mx& Ogilvie^ with the infernal haste 
of imtlignity, and envy of former happi- 
ness,- after much circumlocution and pro- 
fessions of the best intentions, proceeded 
4o inform^ Isabdla that Mr. Philipson had 
certainly superseded Mr. Molyneux in the 
good graces of the. infamous Mrs. Fer- 
mor. ' . . . T 

Isabella^ though shocked and dil^tressed 
almost beyond concealment, coolly avowed 
her disbelief of such information, and, with 
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a hetft biM*sting with anguish^ persisted iit 
Vkidieatiiig the charaeter o£ l^r bu^lnmd 
from so fottl a charge. 

Mrs. Ogihrie was highly indignaiit at 
her word being doubted ;. and mortified af ~ 
bein^ foiied (as she bdieved) in her endear 
voat9 of making ^ her sweet yoting firiend^ 
for whoin her heart bled/ unhappy^ ^le 
proceeded to adduce proof on proofs till 
Isabella^ with d^njfied tompoi^trre, pain*- 
fillly assmiCied for the moment, bade her 
deskt from n^cb oroel and ^rnitksB ^fevte 
to inftifie sv^fclon into her tamd, sQQd in^ 
«ta»tly to leave the house, asud enta: it no 
more, desiring her at tlie scone time, ta be^ 
wave hvw die spread still &rtber sneh tSit 
fidsehoods, lest Pfai^ptoa should be pro*^ 
toked to a fegal revenge* Mrs. Ogilvie 
was too well assirred of the tmth cf her 
^k^sertions to fear such o<»iduct ot^ his pari, 
and vowed an ample revenge for the trest- 
tt&tit »he affected deeply to resent, on the 
part of the trtt^Ag fool she bad vainly 
endeavoured to rendei* miserable. 

But not in yjun had really been her ma- 
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Ifce. Isabella had beforr suspected some^ 
thing of tbi9 nature, for s}»e had twice 
seen letters directed to her husband, in a 
imtmle Imnd, from the Lea*, and one of 
thesey which Ae aeddentaBy found, was 
worded in a style snfikientlj ambiguous 
to alsanz affection like bers. Still, how- 
eviTp ske had endeavoured to shut her 
eya, and perstiiaKle herself that ^e had 
mismterptaeted the meaning of the Words 
sire had read, and no look or word ga^e 
FbiM|MM)n reason to staa^pect &fjt a moment 
i^kmt she had ever believed Mm so lost tcr 
honour imd 6ith. Bat now this reool- 
Jected letter gave a sort of poiEniul ap- 
pearaiN^ of trath to^ Mrs. Ogilvie^a in^ 
formation, imd i^ knew not how to 
doobt, though she shuddered in 9gixkf 
to believe. 

Jeakmsy formed no part of Isabella's 
character, and indeed the unbounded af- 
fection and high opinion she entertained 
of heir husband, had hitherto effectually 
preserved her from this passiim. Nor even 
now, when foiH^ed to exchange this perfect 
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confidence for some degree of doubt, s* 
least, coLil^ her feelings be called jealous* 
They were, however, of a very miseraUt 
description, and such as she knew not how 
to endure. However anxious to doubt 
such heart-rending information, she could 
not lielp combining circumstances, and 
they forced on her mind a degree of ter- 
rible conviction, and certainly induced a 
kind of watchfulness on her part, in order 
to catch at any occurrence which might 
banish or corrolx»^te suspicion;, and this 
close observation too soon ended in a con- 
firmaticm of all she most dreaded, yet he- 
sitated to believe. Convinced that Phi- 
lipson was not of a temper to be reclaimed 
by reproaches or ill-humour, and feeMng 
indeed too wretched to complain^ she cour 
cealed from him, andiirom every one, the 
anguish which preyed upon her heaEt,and 
received him, when he did come home, 
with a complacency which gave, him no 
excuse for absenting himself.. But the ef- 
fort was made with extreme difficulty, and 
the effects, of such, exertion became dailjr 
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tnore and more visible in her altered looks. 
Her heakh gradually decseyed ; and when^ 
at the end of August, Althea returned to 
England, she hardly recognised, in the 
meajgre spectre before her, the blooming 
Isabella she had known xMily two short 
years back. 

We must jiow leaye her for the pre^ 
sent, and retrace the events which marked 
Althea's sojournment in Ireland for the 
ilast four months* 



END OF vox. II. 
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